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1. THE COMMITTEE

Establishment

1.1. The Joint Select Committee on Foreign Affairs was established by resblthi®htouse of
Representatives and the Senate on Monday November 09, 2020 and Tuesday November 17, 20:.
respectively.

Committee Mandate
1.2. The Joint Select Committee on Foreign Affersestablished by Standing Orders 105 and 95 of
the House of Represatites and Senate respectively and is mandated to consider and report on:
(@ oall matters relating to the foreign pol
implications and likely effect on Trinidad and Tobago;
(b) International trea and agreements entered into by the Government on behalf of the State a
Parliament of their likely impact on Trinidad and Tobago; and
(o other matters relating to Foreign Affair

Powers
1.3. Standin@rders 111 and 101 of the House of Representatives and Senate respectively, empower th
Committee to:
(a) send for persons, papers and records;
(b) sit notwithstanding any adjournment of the House;
(c) adjourn from place to place;
(d) report from time to time;
(e) appoint specialist advisers either to supply information which is not otherwise readily
available, or to elucidate matters of <co
() communicate with any other Committee on matters of common interest; and
(g) meet concurrently with any other Committee for the purpose of deliberating, taking
evidence or considering draft reports.

Membership of the Committee

1.4. By motions approved in the House of Representatives and Senate on Monday November 09, 202
and Tuesday Nomwber 17, 2020, respectively and in the Senate on January 12, 2021 the following
persons were appointed to serve on the Committee:

Ms. Paula Gopegcoon - Chairman

Dr. Maria DilloaARemy - Vice Chairman
Mr. Brian Manning, MP - Member

Mrs. Shamf&udjoe Lewis, MP - Member

Mr. Rodney Charles, MP - Member

Mrs. Lisa Morrigulian MP - Membet

Ms. Donna Cox - Member

Mr. Anil Roberts - Member

1Replaced Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP w.e.f. 12.04.2024
9
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Meetings
1.5. Atits second meeting, the Committee agreed to meet on the third Wednesday of each3@onth at 1
p.m. The Committee has heigteen (1)omeetings to date.

1.6. Your Committee requested written submissions and subsequently invited stakeholders to public
hearings to assist the Committee in its inquiry.

1.7. Your Committee requested written submis$ronsthe following stakeholders:
#  Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs;

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries;

Ministry of Trade and Industry;

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts; and

Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries.

G o g g

1.8. The responseweappended to this Report.

1.9. On April 19, 2023, the Committee met with the following representatives from the Ministry of
Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries:

Officials from the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs

Ms. Reita Toussaint

Permanent Secretary

Ms. Ayesha Wharton

Director, CARICOM and Caribbean Affddigision

Ms. Sunita Harrikissoon

Director,Treaties, International Agreements and L
Services

Mrs. Saschele Griffith

Foreign Service Officer

Officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries

Mr. Ric Javed Ali

Deputy Permanent Secretary

Mr. Kishore Ragbir

Technical Officer Ag. Resea&fCrops)

Mr. Nigel Grimes

Project Ceordinator/Technical Advisor

1.10.0n May 17, 2023, the Committee lisldecond public hearing with the following representatives
from the Ministries of Trade and Industrgurism, Culture and the Arésxd Energy and Energy
Industries:

Officials from the Ministry of Trade and Industry

Mr. Randall Karim

Mr. Kriyaa Balramsingh
Ms. Vindra Singh

Ms. Rugayyah Scott

Deputy Permanent Secretary
Senior Trade Specialist
Trade Analyst

Associate Professional

10
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Officials from the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries

Mrs. PenelopBradshawNiles Permanent Secretary
Ms. Karinsa Tulsie Deputy Permanent Secretary
Mr. Timmy Baksh Director, Energy, Research and Planning Divisio

Officials from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts

Mrs. Simone ThorAglora Quinones | Permanen$ecretary
Mr. Tej Ramlogan Director, Culture

Mr. Keon Francis Cultural Officer Il (AQ)
Mr. Brian Gift Tourism Advisor I

1.11. Your Committee requested additional information from the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM
Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries by letters dated May 23, 2023.

1.12. The responses were receifveth the stakeholders on the following dates:

& Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs  June 06 and 07, 2023; and
& Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries June 06, 2023

1.13. The Minutes of the Meetings in connection welatiove hearings are attachégppsndix | and
the Verbatim Notes @gppendix Il .

Secretariat Support

Ms. Sharla Elcock Secretary

Ms. Sherlana Ramdeen Assistant Secretary

Ms. Katharina Gokool Senior Parliamentary Research Specialist
Mrs. Kimberly Lewis Parliamentary Research Specialist

Ms. AdaBernard Busines®perations Assistant |

Contact Information
All correspondence should be addressed to:

The Secretary

Joint Select Committee on Foreign Affairs

Office of the Parliament

Parliamentary Complex, Cabildo Building,

St. Vincent Street, Port of Spain, Trinalad Tobago
Tel: (868) 624275 Ext 2287 Fax: (868) 8&%'2
Email:jscfa@ttparliament.org

11
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2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

21. At the Committeeds sec Maydl9, 202kouriCongnittbeaagreabdton W
commenceaninquiryinto ®eepening Existing Ties and Facilitating New Linkages between the Ref
Trinidad and Tobago afbtiperatiRepublic of Guyabhe title of thenquirywas taken from the
remark®f then Minister of Foreign a@iARICOM AffairsSenatothe Honourable Dennis Moses
at the opening dhe High Commissioffor the Co-operativeRepublic of Guyana to Trinidad and
Tobago on February 8, 2017.

2.2. Thei mquwy hathe followingobjective
&  To consider measures implemented to strengthen economic, trade and diplomatic
relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana;

& To explore the potential for sustainable development partnerships between
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana both bilaterally and witin the CARICOM
context; and

&  To consider ways to leverage the social and cultural proximity between Trinidad
and Tobago and Guyana.

Findings

1. The relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana is strong and continues to
progress with the firm demonstrable commitment of both countries to expand relations.

2. There are significant bilateral agreements between Trinidad andahob&gyando
foster co-operation but greater focus should be placed on quickening the pace of
implementation.

3. Trinidad and Tobago enjoys a healthy trade relationship with Guyana in both energy and
non-energy exports.

4. It isdifficult to obtain detailed information on export activity and trade balances in some
service sectors and subsectors because available services data is neither readily available nor
disaggregated.

5. The revision of the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Freskultgral Trade Produce and
Forest Products Trade Protocol of 2009 to allow for imports from Guyana and to simplify
the procedural arrangements for imports of agricultural products from Guyana needs to be
fasttracked.

6. The Joint Trinidad and Tobago/Guydrehnical Taskforce on the promotion of bilateral
agricultural trade and development is a recognised initiative for pursuing increased trade with
Guyana and resolving any trade issues which may arise.

7. There have been delays in the registration procesy®ffharmaceutical products which
may have been interpreted as a denial of market access into Trinidad and Tobago.

8. There have been difficulties experienced by Guyana in trading live horses with Trinidad and
Tobago.

9. The transshipmendf honey is an igs that has been raised by Guyana and should be
resolved as soon as possible.

12
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10.The MOU on Energy Sect@o-operatiomassists in aligning the efforts of both countries
towards a more secure, resilient and sustainable energy future and has been sacessful ma
in the areas of education and training.

11.There is collaboration amongst the MEEI, state enterprises and the private sector to forge
relationships oanindustry level with Guyana.

12.The granting of mineral licences by the MTI is annmtesterial progss, dependent on
the local supply and demand for the minerals, as advised by the MOWT upon inquiries from
the MEELI.

13. Collaboration on initiatives for sustainable developmietareas of culture and tourism
should be initiated.

14.There has not been a @eded agreement or MOU with respect to culture and linkages
between Trinidaend Tobag@nd Guyana since the 1999 Framework Agreement for the
deepening of bilaterad-operatiorbetween the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

15.There has been little progr@s developing tourism and cultural linkages between Trinidad
and Tobago and Guyana.

16.The MTCA can collaborate with Guyana on the development of heritage sites and national
parks.

Recommendations
2.3. Based on the evidence received the Committee reconthatives

1) MFCA monitor the progress and implementation of Agreements signed with Guyana
and report to the Committee on their status.

2) MTI collaborate with the MFCA to obtain information from Skills Certificates granted
to assist with the establishment of a databasendto disaggregate data on services traded
with Guyana and by extension allegional trading partners.

3) MTI continue to support the TTMA in identifying and penetrating the Guyanese
markets, particularlythroo gh t he Mi ni stryds now establis

4) MTI liaise with Ministry of Health to reduce delays in the registration process for
pharmaceutical products.

5) MALF pursue the revisions to the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural
Trade Produceand Forest Products Trade Protocol (2009)

6) MALF and the MTI pursue the establishment of anagreement on equine trade.

7) MALF pursue the necessary legislative amendments to resolve the issue on the
transshipment of honey.

8) MEEI continue to engage in initiatves to promote collaboation in the areas of
education, training and energyco-operation.

9) MEEI c onsider pursuing collaborations in the area of renewable energy with Guyana

10)MEEI c ontinue to engage in initiatives directed at strengthening technicassistance
reciprocation between the two countries in the energy sector.

11)MTCA pursue initiatives for sustainable development in areas of culture and tourism.

13
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12)MTCA develop a concrete plan for engagement with Guyana, under the MOU on
Renewed and EnhancedCo-operation.

14



ﬁ PARLIAMENT

3.INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

3.1 Separated by a mere 695 kilomethes,
Cooperative Republic of Guyana
(60Guyanad) and t hd
and Tobago (o0Trini

history, populationomposition, languags
religion and geographical proximity. paramar i

3.2 Though Guyana is greater in siz el e uy"
measuringpproximately two hundred an B
fifteen thousand square kilometreg
(215,000 kA), its population is estimated
seven hundred and eightyo thousand
seven hundre@82,700) According to the Central Statistical Officef dsne 30, 2022, Trinidad
and Tobagods popul ation was an -fvethousarateght o n
hundred and five (1,365,89Bhe country covers arearoffive thousancbne hundred and twenty
eightsquare kilometreS,(28knr¥) and consists of tw@)main islands, Trinidad and Tobago, and
twentyone 1) smaller islands.

3.3 Like Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana also bec&mish colony in the late"18entury, with British
rule fully cemented in 1815. Guyana gained its independence from Britain in 1966, four (4) yes
after Trinidad and Tobagdoweverwithin the Commonwealth Caribbe@oyanad b e c a me t |
first country in the region to convertto redui ¢ a n bexamé a Republic in 1970, six (6) years
ahead of Trinidad and Tob&go.

3.4  Trinidad and Tobagmllowed the Westminsteystempatterning its Legislaturitea the British
Parliament anBxecutive after the British CabifdbreoverTrinidad and Tobago has retained the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Coufall J C &@fipal Court of Appeatuyana followed a
di fferent path as o0in 1980 [ Guyanal] abando
executive presidency, thoughhas more recently reverted to a g®@esidential system of

2 Wiinistry of Foreign Affairs and Internation@boperation CooperativeRepublic of Guyarga®ps://www.minfor.gov.gy/
Accessed 14 Nov. 2023.
3 Central Statistical Offige t 2 LJdzf I G A Xyftps{/dsb.gbWw tidsiible@sdpépulatiorand-vital-statistics/populations
Accessed 13 Nov. 2023.
4 Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairst NA Y A R R <httgsR/foréig@nadv B/abbut/trinidad-tobago/>
Accessed 13 Nov. 2023.
ShQ. NASYist KESSNRly alAlddziAzylf {eaidisSvya 2F (KS /2YY2ys6SIf (K
6 Lutchman, Harold At ¢ K SOpérative Republig ¥ Ddz2 I yI ¢ / F NA6oSIy { {dR5E33TOR, G2 @
<http://www.jstor.org/stable/25612326> Accessed 14 Nov. 2023.

15
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governmert’l n 2005, upon the establishment of th
along with Barbados, acceded to the Ci€afds a
Appeal, replacing the JCPC.

3.5 The demography of Guyana and Trinidad and Tadagoilabecausef their shared experiences
with British colonisationslaveryand indentureshipn Guyana, persons of East Indian descent
comprise the largestgment of the population, followed by persons of African détoestzer,
at least 10% of the Guyanese population comprise indigenous inhabitants who mostly reside in tl
interior of the countryTrinidad and Tobago is also a neithinic society withepsons of East
Indiandescent comprising 35.4% of the population, persons of African descent 34.2%, persons c
mixed heritage comprising 22,8¥d other ethnic groups comprising 2%

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Bilateral Relationsd Background

36 OnMay?26,198eday of Guy an adngadiamddabage and Guyanaformally
established diplomatic relati®n®n February 8, 2017, the Government of Guyana opened its
first diplomatic mission in Past-Spain, Trinidad and Tobagbe High Commission for ti@o-
operativeRe publ i c of Guyana replaced Guyangds Hc
Howeverthe Mission has since been downsizedetdConsulate General of tBe-operative
Republic of Guyana, with Ms. Vonetta Vistawvingas the Consul General (AQ)

3.7  The High Commission for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago-aasned in Georgetown,
Guyanaon September 28, 2019. It is responsibladoagingelations between tBovernment
of the Trinidad and Tobago and the GovernnwnGuyana. In addition to its normal
representational duties, the High Commission monitors dsadesll apolitical and economic
developments in Guyaraand functions in an advisory capacityrioidad and Tobago entities
(from both the public and private sectors) wishing to operate in Guyana.

ThQ. NASy> 5SNB1® a¢KS /2yadai
8Ded NI YSYy(d 2F tdzoftAO LYFT2N¥IGAZY
notice-to-marinersno-137-2023-offshore-guyanat Accessed 15 Nov. 2023.

Sal GSNI = aAOKISts SiG tto aty 1aa8aavySyid 2F GKS {dl1GS 2& GKS
International Studies (CSIS), 2020, pfi.8 JSTORNMttp://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep26538.4> Accessed 11 Nov. 2023.

OMinisi NBE 2F tftltyyAy3a YR {dadlAyloftS 58S@St2LYSyd G¢NAYARIR | yR
w S L2 2012 ¢pg: 15

dziAz2zylf {@adsSvya 2F GKS / 2YY
T Bhdps:Hdgilgap.gyministdaf-gubdlBwokstardidk S/ / W

Muinistry of Foreign Affairs and International “Operation Cooperative Republic of Guyana
<https://www.minfor.gov.gy/consulates/countrieguyanarelations> Accessed 15 Nov. 2023.
12ibid.

13 Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. Consulate General Gbihgerative Republic of Guyarehttps://foreign.gov.tt/missions
consuls/foreigarepresentativesaccreditedtt/foreign-missions/highcommissiorcooperativerepublicqguyana® Accessed 11 Nov.

2023.

BaAYAAOGNE 2F C2NBAIY YR /! wlL/ ha ! F7FI hihhE/Forelh. ghvAtknissioRsdONSAISIE A 2 Y A
missionsabroad/diplomatiemissions/highcommissiorgeorgetownrguyana® Accessed 11d\. 2023.
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3.80n July 19, 2022, His Excellency Conrad Hll,
High Commissioner for the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago to theCo-operativeRepublic of Guyana,
presented his Letters of Credence to His Excellency
Dr. Mohamedrfaan Ali, President of Guyafia

3.9The diplomatic relationship between Trinidad and
Tobago and Guyana has bs#engthenedver time

through the engagement of both countrigggmnal
organisationgrinidad and Tobago and Guyana are among the founding Member States of the
Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) and have a stake in ensuring that
CARICOM and the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) @miely 4, 1973,¢h

Treaty of Chaguaramaeghich establishe€ARICOM was signed by Prime Ministers Errol
Barrow of Barbados, Forbes Burnham of Guyana, Eric Williams of Trinidad and Tobago, and
Michael Manley of Jamaica.

HGUREL SGNATORIES TGIE TREATY OF CHAGAMRS

310 Both countries have consistently been at th
to advance the interests $fall Island Developing States (SlibShe international arena
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana collaborate at various multilaterabftwvactie fosmall

BaAyA&adNE 2F C2NBAIY [yR /!twL/ha ! FFIANED® aSRAIl preséntsSI 8S a¢ NA Y
ONBRSyiGAlIfa (2 GKS tNBaAARSYy( 2F DdRlI Yyl é I HAHHOD
<https://foreign.gov.tt/documents/1089/High Commissioner Enill_presents Credentials in_Guyamapoéssed 11 Nov. 2024.
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Statesn the face of special vulnerabilifid®e main areas of collaboration include climate change,
the environment, security, sustainable developmenadeifl tr

3.11 Moreover, both countries continue to work closely as members of regional and hemispheric
organisations such as the Association of Caribbean Statestf@C®nmunity of Latin
American and Caribbean States (CE|L&@the Organisation of Americ&tates (OAS) as well
as international organisatiosch as the United NationdN) andas members of the Group of
Latin American and Caribbean Countries (GRUL®W).of the eadst examples diieir co
operation in regional fora the decisioto esablish diplomatic relations with Cuba in 1972,
despite th&nited Statesf Americ& (US) diplomatic blockadé

3.12 Trinidad and Tobago and Guyateyed a significant ratelaying the foundation for what would
eventually become th@rganisation of thé\frican, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States
(OACPS). The Georgetown Agreement, which forms the fundamental charter of the OACPS, was
signed in Georgetown, Guyaima 1975 when the first Lomé Conventicameinto force®®
Subsequently both countrigereactively involved in the negotiation of special and differential
treatment for decolonised countries as part of trade negotiations with, [Eadipg to the
Cotonou Agreementof 2000 Both countries also actively participated in the-Aligned
Movemenduring the Cold War, advocating for a new international economic order.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS

3.13 Trade betweefirinidad and Tobago and Guydnas been steadily increadim@019, Trinidad
and Tobago fifthd58)la@asteortpdrtaer, wiEuyanese exports teifidad and
Tobagovalued at US$80 millomc count i ng for 5.09% of Guyan
Trinidad and To b thigl(Y largest impdrtpartneG with anpoatdvalued at
US$983 million accounting for 28 % o f Guyanaodos total export
CARICOM country to featur@mongsGuy anads top 5 import or e
Surinamewhichva s G u fifta 5" largest import partn& it should be noted thaluring
the periodk016t o 2018, Trinidad and Tobago had been
valued at US$473 million (29.09% share), US$484 million (27.49% share) and US$824 milliol
(34.32% share) respectively.

18Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affatatement delivered by Senator the Honourable Dennis @dp#Minister of Foreign and
CARICOM Affairs at the Official Opening of the High Commission for the Cooperative Republic of Guyana on 8th Febrgary, 2017
https://foreign.gov.tt/resources/news/statementeliveredsenatorhonourabledennismosesminister-foreignrand-caricomaffairs
officialopeninghigh-commissiorcooperativerepublicqguyana8th-february2017/> Accessed 15 Nov. 2023.

17 Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affai8fH CARICOMuba Summit

<https://foreign.gov.tt/resources/news/8thcariconrcubasummit/ > Accessed 16 Jan. 2023.

B¢KS hNBFYA&AFGAZY 2F | FNRAOI vy <htipsNOwawdoSchsyorglahbius/t Acceas@dil@®lad 20230 S&a @ &
1%World Integrated Trading System, Buwana Trade Summagy 2019.. Available:
<https://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/GUY/Year/2019/SummaryPeiXtcessed 16 Jan 2023.
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3.14 Guyana was tHeurth (4") largest export partner Trinidad and Tobaga 2017 (US$309 million,
3.53% share) afiith (5") largesexporteiin 2018 (US$ 414 million, 3.93% sttaid)e Ministry
of Trade and IndustMTI) reported to the Committee that for the period ZDER2, Guyana
was Trinidadanio bago 6 @Y Isercgegdt export partner. Tri
Guyana increased by 6058tween 2018 a2®22 from TT$2.8 billion to TT$4.5 billion.

CULTURAL RELATIONS

3.15 Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, with #lesehistory and coloni&xperienceshare similar
cultureswith regard tanusic food andreligious festivals.

3.16 Calypso musiavhich is mostly identified with Trinidad and Tobags also quite popular in
Guyana. One Guyanese commentator noteddhagisoniansom Trinidadand Tobago used to
travel to Guyana to perform and Otest their
and general quabi§ The commentator also nottdht there wamformal collaboration between
Guyanese calypsonians and their counteipdrrinidad and Tobago.

3.17 The collaborativalso extended @hutney Socdrinidad and Tobago is the place where this genre
of music originated but it has spread to Guyana and Suhimdatdy the Chutney Soca Monarch
competitionwould frequentlyfeature contestamfrom Guyana. In 2021, there were f(ir
contestants from Guyana in the fifals.

3.18 In light of the foregoing, the Committee undertookrthjigiry.

20]bid, Trinidad ad Tobago Trade Summashttps://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/TTO/Year/2015/SummaryPext

Accessed 16 Jan. 2023.

2 ¢! @ CSyilied aDdR Iyl /FfeLlEz2yY O2 Xitps2\NiwSthFodkheds.dork/Z013{0T24/aNIS 1 b S 6
review/quyanacalypsecoolor-critical/> Accessed 16 Jan. 2023.

2pd2RFyl [ KNRYAOtSd aC2dzNJ Dd22FySasS Ay (2Y2NNRg yAIKIQA 3INI Y
https://guyanachronicle.com/2021/02/12/fouguyanesdan-tomorrow-nightsgrandfinalsof-chutneysocamonarch/~ Accessed 17.

Jan 2023.
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4.EVIDENCE, FINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1. The followng is a synopsis of thgsues, whiclarosefrom the evidence submitted to your
Committee

OBJECTIVE 1: MEASURES IMPLEMENTED TO STRENGTHEN
ECONOMIC, TRADE AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND GUYANA

Bilateral relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana

Overview

4.2. Trinidad and Tobago and Guydrave traditionally
enjoyed a good relationshietails of the bilatera
relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Gu
have been provided by thenistry of Foreign anc
CARICOM Affairs MFCA) and is attached a
Appendix 11l .

4.3. In December 2015, Cabinet approved po
initiatives to be implemented by MECA These
included,inter aliajncreased outreach to Guya
specifically with regard ¢d, natural gas and ener
servicesas well asupport for the efforts of the loce
private sector and state enterprises in marketing
products and services overseas

4.4. According to the MFCAhe overarching foreigi
policy priorities of Trinidad and Tobago with Guy:
may bedentified as follows
@ Agriculture and Food Secuyity

Security

Energy

Infrastructure

Trade and Investment

Sports and

Tourism

B B B B B B
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AGREEMENTS BETWEEN
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
AND GUYANA

Framework Agreement for the Deepening of
Bilateral Cooperation between the Government
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Government of the Cooperative Republic of
Guyana

Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural
Produce and Forest Products Trade Protocol

Memorandum of Understanding Between the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Cooperative Republic of Guyana concerning
cooperation in the area of food security

Memorandum of Understanding on energy
sector cooperation between the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago and the Cooperative
Republic of Guyana

Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago and the Government of the Cooperative
Republic of Guyana on renewed and enhanced
cooperation

Memorandum of Understanding on the
establishment of friendly cooperative
relationship between the city of Port of Spain in
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the city
of Georgetown in the Cooperative Republic of
Guyana
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Bilateral Agreements between Trinidad and Tobagand Guyana

4.5. The Committee was informed by the MFCA that the yeara number of agreemehid been
signedbetween the twoountriesa clear sign ahe commitment to increasigateraengagement.
The Agreements currently in force between the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Government of Guyarare presented below.

Framework Agreement for the Deepenin§ cbpdedtdattween the Government of the Republic of Trinidad

Tobago and the Governmedeagbdnatifrepublic of Guyana

4.6. The Framework Agreement was signed between t(@® padies in August 1999 in Port of Spain,
Trinidadfor aten (10yearmeriod. Itwaslastrenewed for the period January 8, 2018 to January 7,
20282 It seekdo further technical, commercial, economic and cuttmoglerationbetween the
parties. A copy of the Framework Agreement is attacApgersdix IV.

Trinidad and Tob&yo/ana Fresh Agricultural Trade Produce and Forest Products Trade Protocol of 200¢
4.7. TheTradeProtocol wasignedon December 7, 2009 aptbvides conditionf®r theimportation

of Fresh Agricultural Produce and Forest Products from Guyana includingguatiycand post

harvest treatment, packaging and inspection. Atth®yTrade Protocad attachedsdppendix

V.

Memorandum of Understagitvegn the Republic of Trinidad and ToRagpenadiepublic of Guyana
concerncepperation the areaRafod Security
4.8. The MOU on Food Securityas signed in 20aB8dseeks to improve food secunitya sustainable
mannerandto reduce the food import bill dbth countries. The MOU identifisgveral sectors
for development, including smralininant production; dairy, beef and poultry prodycsstified
seeds (rice) production; corn and soy bean for animal feed; garlic; onion; legumes; coconuts; citr
and aquaculture. The carea®f co-operatiorwithin the scope of this MOU are:
a. harmonisatiomand standardisation of policies, strategies and programmes;
b. improvement of food security;
c. capacitylevelopment;
d. market development;
e. information exchange and knowledge transfer; and
f. reduction of the food import bill.

4.9. A copy of the MOU is atthed a Appendix VI.

Memorandum of Understanding on EnéoppSetidretween the Republic of Trinidad and Tokago and the

operatifRepublic of Guyana

4.10. The MOU on Energy Sectdfo-operationcame into force oSeptember 19, 2Qldhd will be
automatically renewed for further periods of(Bygearsit aims to develop amtomotejoint
projects throughout the hydrocarbon value chain. A copy of same is attAppeddis VII.

ZBSLI NIYSYyG 2F tdofAO LYyF2NNIEGA2Y aDdz22 Yyl I ¢ NRYAcROpRatioNSYy S5
<https://dpi.gov.gy/quyandrinidad-renewframeworkagreementfor-deepeningbilateralco-operation’ > Accessed 01 Feb 2023.
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Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and t
CaooperatifRepublic of Guyana on Renewed an€ éoyenatiect

4.11.

4.12.

4.13.

4.14.

4.15.

The MOU on Renewed and Enhan€aebperationcame into effect iDecember 2022. $eeks

to strengthenco-operationin the areas of agriculture and food security, security, energy,
infrastructurendtradefor thesustainable developmenboth countries, and the advancement of

the CSME The countries have thus faogtised addressingnbnar i f f barri ers (
impediments to thieadeof goods and services between them.

This MOUcame into effect on December 10, 2022 antyevduitomatically renewed fiorther

periods of five (5)years eaclit provides for collaboration and-operationn areas such as trade

and investment, agriculture and food security, security, energy, infrastructure, and any other ar:
that the parties may determine, for the mutual benefit otbotitries A copy ofthe MOU is

attached a&ppendix VII .

Technocrats of both countries have been charged with advancing the MOU within productive
timeframes through the establishment of a-Haykl Bilateral Commission with representatives
from both countriedn February2 023, Cabi net agreed that Tri |
on the HigHevel Bilateral Commission would be comprised of representatives from the following
Ministries/organisations:

Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs;

Ministry of Agriculture, Larehd Fisheries;

Ministry of Trade and Industry;

Ministry of Sporand Community Development;

Ministry of Works and Transport;

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts;

Tourism Trinidad Limited (TTL);

Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries;

National Enegy Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago (National Energy); and

Tobago House of Assembly

FPEFEBREBREBRBRBRBER B

The functions of the Commission include:
# Formulation of specific proposals ¢oroperatiorand collaboration between Trinidad and
Tobago and Guyana in identified areas;
@ Supervision and execution of the instant MOU;
Examination and approval of specific projects to be undertaken by theaRdrties;
& Review of the progressaafoperatioractivities between the two countries and formulation
of recommendations to the Parties on activities and projects that may be undertaken.

B

It is expectedhatthe MOU on Renewed and EnhanGadoperationwill give rise tancreased
bilateral engagement acwllaborationbecause of the political will displayed by the Heads of
Government of both countries.
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Memorandum of Understanding on the Establishntéabpératdelgtionship between the City of Port of

Spain, Trinidad and Tobago and thé&€orget@aoperatiRepublic of Guyana

4.16. ThisMOU was signed on November 04, 2022 povides an opportunity for thdies in both
countries to develop friendly relations and promote mutual reciprocation through educational

social,

economic, cultural and towtsEsed initiatives. There segen (7) areas of mutual concern

and interest highlighted in the MOU:

Vi.

Vii.

The provsion of technical advice and assistance in shipping and the port development
in the City of Port of Spain;

To create and encourage cultural exchanges in the mutual promotion of cultures
includingmusic, arts and craft

To create educational opportunitiasilitate and promotxchangelsetween students

from bothcities

To create and expand mutually beneficial econppuoctunitiedor the two (2kities

To collaborate and share data, knowledge and best practices for improved loca
governanceperations;

To promote tourisnopportunitedy bui | di ng on t he cityecog
and

To encourage and promote commercial activities between the City of Port of Spain anc
the City of Georgetown.

4.17. This MOUis under the purview of the Minigtof Rural Development and Local Government.
Specifically, the responsibility for folgpvand implementation of this MOU lies with the Office
of the Mayor of Port of Spain. Accordingly, the Office of the Mayor of Port of Spain has informed
that the Geagetown Municipalitgontactecthe Port of SpairCity Corporationto schedulea
meeting to coordinate a work plan in order to bring the directives of the MOU to ffhigion.
Council of thedPort of Spain Cit¢orporations toset a date to meet with the Guyana Municipality
to explore said initiatives.copy ofthe MOUis attached asppendix IX.

Bilateral Agreements Currently Being Negotiated
4.18. The MFCA indicated that thimllowing Agreementare currently being negotiatextween the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government of Guyana

Revision of the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural Produce and Forest
Producers Trade Protocol of 2009.

Draft Agreement between tl@o-operativeRepublic of Guyana artie Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago Regulating Equine (Horses) Trade.
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ChallengesEncounteredin the Conduct of Bilateral Relations withGuyana

4.19.

4.20.

4.21.

4.22.

4.23.

4.24.

According to the MFCATrinidad and Tobago shares longstanding adéakctes with Guyana
that havéoeen solidified through the efforts to address the chalietigeselationship.

The implementation of bilateral agreements has been slowed by internal electoral cycles, resultini
changes in administration and by exteniogign policy One of tle key strategies to mitigate
against this challenge is ensuring that the issues remain alive in bilateral discussions. The MFCA
gauges when priorities have shifted.

Additionally, both countries have had to address disparaging comments and stadmbngts
individuals to the media or in public spacestkateitherelated taor reflective of the position

of either Government. In such instances, both countries are usually quick to engage in dialogue
a Ministerial leveteaffirming their comitment to the bilateral relationship guudblicly refuting

such sentiments.

Another challenge experienced at the bilateral level is in the contexEdEhe most instances,

it concerns the perception of challenges experienced by Guyanese resionglerdry into
Trinidad and Tobago. For the past (B)gears, thtIlFCAhas noteceive@nyformal complaints
through the CARICOM Complaints Procedure from Guyanese skilled nationals seeking entry int
Trinidad and Tobago under the Free Movement Regime. AdditionMiyCtAdas not received

any formal complaints from skilled nationals ofdathand Tobago entering Guyana under the
CSME

The MFCAIs aware of aaditorialpublished in the Kaieteur News, (GeggN e ws paper ) 0l
Treat ment Regarding Skill s Ce# which outiretthes An
complaint of a Guyanesational already in possession of a Guyanese Skills Certificate having to
reapply for a Trinidad and Tobago Skills Certificate within six (6) months of entry into the country
Under the CSME Skills Certificate issued in one Member &mabe used in another Member

State subject to verificatidm bring its immigration laws into alignment with the CSME, Trinidad
and Tobaggassed thémmigration (Caribbean Community Skilled Nationals) (Amendrfent) Act, :
whichwas proclaimedn Februarp8 2023 As a resuliTrinidad and Tobago no longeguires

skilled nationals of other CARICOM Member States to reapply for a Trinidad and Tobago Skills
Certificate on entry into the country. At the time the articleulvhshgd, Trinidad and Tobago

had already amended its legislation. Prior to the amendment, all holders of Skills Certificates enter
Trinidad and Tobago, not only nationals of Gyyaee affected

In relation toTrinidad and Tobago nationals using the Free Movement Regimes® acc
employment pportunitiesn Guyanathe MFCA has observechancrease the applications for
CSME Skills Certificates for nationals recruited to work in Gupapatlsegrowth in the

2% Y AS0GSdzNJ bSgaz a4l yFl AN GNBIFGYSyi NEIFNRAYy3I {1Affta / SN
<https://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2023/04/04/unfaitreatment-regardingskillscertificatesamongcsmememberstates/>

Accessed 14 Feb. 2023.

25 Imigration (Caribbean Community Skilled Nationals) (Amendment) Act, 2022. Skilled Nationals) Act, Chap. 18:03
<https://www.ttparliament.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/a20229.pdf.
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petrochemical industry in Guyana and its effect on the constanctiservices sectors. During the
pandemicapproximatel$0% of applicationserefrom Trinidad and Tobago nationtisvork in
Guyana.

Closure of theHigh Commission for Guyana to Port of Spain

4.25.

The Committee noted that the High Commission for Guiamort of Spain was formally
established in 20howeverafter three (3) yearsiias closed andplacedby aConsulate General
on December 312020 See details Appendix Il . TheMFCA explainedhat the closure is not
indicative of a weakenirgdationship between the t{&) countriesespecially aslationdbetween
the countriebavegrown

Staffing at theHigh Commission for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobagoin Georgetown

4.26.

4.27.

4.28.

MTI informed the Committee that a new Trade and Investment Promotion Agei®ing
established through the amalgamation of The National Export Facilitation Organisation of Trinidac
and Tobago éxporTT), InvesTT Limited (InvesTT), and The Trinidad arthd® Creative
Industries Company Limited (CreativeTT). The Government also approved the establishment o
commercial offices in a series of markets, including Miami, Jamaica, Sq@hiAfaoca Guyana

In August 2022, in keeping with the mandateeofrinidad and Tobago Trade Policy (TTTP) 2019

- 2023, Cabinet approved the appointment of a Commercial Attaché at the High Commission fo
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobagtht® Ceoperative Republic &uyanaThe appointment of
CommerciaAttachéss the result of a policy which seekdisooveand advancmarketsexploit
potential for tradand industryas well aslentify challenges in target markets

Ms. Melissa Arnatthyloris th€Commercial Attaché fahe
Republic offrinidad and Tobago the Ceoperative Republi
of Guyana. The main responsibility of Ms. Arfiaaydor
isdevelop overseas markets and boost exports to key st
trading partnerS.According to the High Commission for t
Republic of Trinidad and

assignment of a Commercial Attaché to Guyana will enhan
trading relationships between Guyana, Suriname and Tr
and Tobago in key strategic ingdareas. This appointmentris
integral part of the continuedmmitment by the Governme
of Trinidad and Tobago to improve remergy trade and expor
and to provide a platform to accelerate growth of the |
manufacturing sectot

Ms. MELISSA  ARNAUDBTAYLOH
COMMERCIALATTACHE FORRINIDA
IANDTOBAGO T@GUYANA

%[ 221 ySgas Aa¢ NI RS aAiyiaiafchds LINIA yal &y /euodiSNSEant/chntedt/FaidnOnSiNg T
appointscommercialofficersattaches Accessed 4 Sept. 2023.

27 High Commission for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, GewgeGuyanad ¢ NA Y ARI R ' yR ¢206F 32 AYLINRCC

F NNR @I f 27T ySs I 2YYSNDALI 1ddr OKS Fd I A3K
<https://www.facebook.com/TTHCGeorgetown/posts/pfbidOMMBJI72iINUmyQcD2LLPuSge4Di7x48VCovNVRTw59Gi5Do5YWBR3pQHDs
ZWNwWW7YA
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Relations betwen Trinidad and Tobago and Guyandegionally andMultilaterally
4.29. The foreign poliesof both Trinidad and Tobago and Guyareguided by significamespect for
the sovereignty of all stat@sd commitment to the principles of democracy and rule of law.

4.30. As founding members of CARICO®@iyana and Trinidad and Tobago share a common vision for
the development and prosperity of the region thrdegemtegration. Guyana serves as the lead
Head for Agriculture, Agricultural Diversification and Food Seourihe CARICOM Quasi
Cabinet while Trinidad and Tobago has responsibilEpéogyandSecurity

Collaboration with the CARICOM Private Sector Organisation (CPSO)

4.31. The CARICOM Private Sector Organisati@®$Q continues to play a very active,nal@rking
with the Special Ministerial Taskforce (MTF) on Food ProductidroaddSecurity towards the
realiation of the goals ambjectives of Vien 25 by 202%°* The MTF working with the CPSO,
has identified nineteen (19) potential investment oppi@dwvhich, in effect, have an import
replacement potential of between US$850M and US$1.2B perBmesemineteg9)potential
agrifood investment opportunities have been identified on the basis of the applicatio(®pf nine
objective criteria ihcudi ng access to appropri ahewlidEechn
ability to meet private sector demand for quality, convenience, and food and nutrition security.

Multilateral successes of Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana
4.32.The most recerdaccomplishments for Trinidad and Tobago and Guyaha nnultilateral fora
include:
() Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to, tHes UN
Excellency Dennis Francis was elected by acclamatioRtedidencygf the 78 session of
the UN General Assembly (UNGA). Guyana hesdathsition in 1993 for the"8ession of
the UNGA;and
(i) Guyana was elected as apermanent member of the UN Security Council for §year
term,from January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2025. This is the third time that Guyana has
securea seat on the Security Couwtiichis an accomplishment that distinguishes it within
CARICOM?

28 The Conference of Heads of Government, at its TRBecond InteiSessional Meeting held on 26 February 2021, approved the
establishment of a Special Ministerial Taskforce (MTF) to guide the transformation of the Regiosotig8ystems towards full
commercialization.

V5N blyR [/ & . FNR2dzAf £ ST { YI-kevel Dipldantatic Sécessesi GeophliNchlManiioY, Algusivd, 2083 Q &
<https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/smaiktatesbig-impactbehind-caricomshigh-leveldiplomaticsuccesses/Accessed 21August

,2023.
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GUYANA/VENEZUELA BORDER DISPUTE
On Sunday December 03, 20&hezuelans approved a referendum on whether the Government of the B
Republic of Venezuela (Venezuela) should claim sovereignty over Essequ#nug amratatich area whick
constitutes more than tvileirds of the territory of Guyana (Guyaridiis longstanding controversy dates bag
the Arbitral Award of 1899 which demarcated the border between Venezuela and Guyana.

e Attempted iyl Eastern
fipeaesdsberly . boarding Uceal territorial
TOBAG of Exxon waters
vessel <~ claimed by
Caracas Venezuela
. - \
Liza
field .
Guyar :;E , (.{ 1bo Georgetown
irea al o | —_—
2wl P
L
ll
Y\\
\ y: ¢ i DO
\ / ¢ N 100 miles

~

100 km
MAP SHOWIN®ISPUTEIESSEQUIBO REGION

In 1962, the Government of Venezuela began clamouring for the nullification of the Arbitral Award. In 1
to Guyana gaining independence, O0the Geneva A
between Venezuela and GuyanaleUthe Geneva Agreement, Guyana and Venezuela conferred upon th
Nations Secretayeneral the power and responsibility to choose a means of peaceful settlement.
Secretarieneral submitted the matter to the International Court of JuStige@h October 30, 2023, Guya
filed a Request for the indication of provisional measures. The ICJ instructed that no action should |
either country that will disturb the status quo in relation to the current management and administeal
disputed territories.
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Trinidad and Tobagods position in relation to

Trinidad and Tobago and the other CARICOM states have adopted a common position in relation to-t
Venezuela dispute over the Essequibo reGidRICOMIleaderfiave averred thaEARICOM firmly supports
Guyana in pursuance of the resolution of its border controversy with Venezuela through the process of
ICJO. Further the Trinidad and Tobago Newsdaported thaPrime Minister Keith Rowlestatedtha t we ¢
believe that our region is a zone of peace, and we are all better off living in a zone of peace, respe(
international law and respecting the rights of our neighbours. We are better off and stronger together

On Thursday December 14, 2023, discussions were held between His Bobkenegrfaan Ali, President o
Guyana and His Excellency, Nicolas Maduro, President of Venezuela, in St. Vincent and the Grenading
the escalating tension. The tvaaltgs were hosted by. BBre Honourable Ralph Gonsalves, Prime Minister (
Vincent and the Grenadines andPempore President of the Community of Latin American and Caribbeai
(CELAC). Also present were the Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit, RnisterMf Dominica; the Honourable M
Mottley, Prime Minister of Barbadbg; Honourable Philip Davis, Prime Minister of The Bahamas; the Honc
Dickon Mitchell, Prime Minister of Grenada; the Honourable Philip J Pierre, Prime Minister of tBel
Honourable Terrence Drew, Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis; ahkdelidonourable Keith Rowley, Prir]
Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobadgfd. AT and CARICOM facilitated the discussions.

The intervention of CARICOM proved successful &ase di s c u s s I 0 n sonkcdedaraiiom @f
Argyle for dialogue and peace between Guyana and Veneziéelai n whi ch both pail
the issue further; nor issue threats or use force against each other; and to resolvy@isjesantaccordan
with international Va.

Presidents of Guyana and Venezuela shake hands after agreeing to the Joint Declaration of Argyle
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Findings

1) The relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana is strong and continues to progress witl
the firm demonstrable commitment of both countries to expand relations.

2) There are significant bilateral agreements betwieetad and Tobagand Guyan#o fosterco-
operatiorbut greater focus should be placed on quickening the pace of implementation.

Recommendations

1) The Committee therefore recommends thatthe MFCA monitor the progress and
implementation of Agreements signed with Guyana and report to the Committee on their status.
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Economic and Trade Relations

Trade Relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana

4.33.

4.34.

Trinidad and Tobago enjoys a hedltige relationship with Guyaaer the period 2013022,
Trinidad and Tobago maintained a favourable trade balance with Guyana. Table 1 refers.

Table 1: Trade Balance with Guyana for 2018 — 2022 (TT$ million)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022*
Exports 2,803 2,766 3,345 3,901 4,500
Imports 210 194 202 224 251
Trade Balance | 2,593 2,572 3,143 3,677 4,249

Source: Central Statistical Office (CSO), *Single Electronic Window Data

Non-energy exports accounted for approximdte€$i.2 billion of the total exports dTH.5
billion in2022, which represenigproximateliwentyfive percen(29) of total exports. The MTI
noted that norenergy exports had increased fiar§700 billion in 2018. The remainiit$3.3
billion accounted for exports within the energy sec22

Export of Goods to Guyana

4.35.

4.36.

Guyanaas beenonsistently ranked amongshidad and Toba@otop export destinations. Data
from the Central Statistical Of fice i1 ndicalt
destination within CARICOMand duringthe period 2018022, Guyana was Trinidad and
Tobagods second | argest export destinati on.

Trinidad a nteh (0 exboesgooGuyanatfoo 2021 and 2022 comprised products from
both the energy and namnergy sectsincluding liquefied natural gas,-@gweked foods, nen
alcoholic beverages, unsweetened biscuits, mineral water and cigarettes. The top 10 expc
represented 70.54% of the exported value for 2021 and 78.31% of the exported value for 202
Detailsof Trii dad and Tobagods top 10 exports to G
for 2021 and 2022 respectively afppendix X.

Goods Imported from Guyana

4.37.

Guyana was amongst Thirty(30isalraebf inaporid forfthe peaiafd @S t o
20220n average, Trinidad a nfathelpertoc2§Ql@@2accounigdo r t s
for 0.6% of its total import3.r i ni dad dopen (T0Wrpartyg footh $Suyana for both

2021 and 2022 comprised mainlgnstdfrom the nofenergy sector including parboiled rice,
uncooked pasta, fermented beverages and raw canBetaglarof the topen 10 imports from
Guyana andop 10 Goods Importing Companies for 2020 and 2021 respectivepgrenalix

XI.
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Trade in Services with Guyana

4.38. The Committee was informed by the MTI tretacbn Trinidad and Tobdpsade in services is
limited and the available data is not disaggre@aisdnakes it difficult to obtain detailed
information on export activity atrdde balances in soseevicesectorsandsub-sectors

4.39. The MTI indicated thatcaording to the2022World Trade OrganisatiokV{TO) TradePolicy
Reviewfort h e ¢ o u n t gropvingdeBait yn aenviaed® Bade since 2018 is mainly traced to the
development of thpetroleumsectorand increased purchases of foreign services to sipport
growth. Guyana is a net importer of services. Data for Gusaweestrade with the world
indicates that for 2019, the country exported US$238 million in services and imported US$1.4
billion in services. Guy@naemand for services is expected to increase as the country develops it
energy sector.

Efforts being taken toMaximise Export Potental to Guyana

4.40. The MTI has employed a trade and business intelligence strategy, supeagedl bByand
EXIMBANK, to identify and penetrate new markets for Trinidad and Tobago prodedT]
averred that as Guy an atliese mape greatemidgmacddan tegiomal e s
goods, including goods from Trinidad and Tobago. Therieftetives whiclallow exporters to
pursue opportunities in Guyamauld be encouraged

4.41. exporTT is tasked with assistiff
exporters to capitalise on expd| _
market  opportunities. Those
activities are also coordinated v§
closely with the TTMA injf "
recognition thatrade is not theff*
primary activity ofyjovernments
but of businesses a
corporationsThe TTMA has helo
three (3) trade missions t 3
Guyana, thus far. The first w s
held virtually in 2021 during t T TMATRADE MISSION T&UYANA
COVID-19 mndemic. The second was held in March, 202the invitation of the President of
Guyana, and comprised tweoe (21) local manufactur@ghe thirdand largestade mission
to Guyanawas held in October 2Q23%mprising over forfjve (45) persons representing thirty
five (35) companies.

4.42. The MTI launched a number of market access tools on its trade portal, ttbizlink.gov.ttht allow
business community to be able to easily identify target markets, imcGuyaga, and to specify

30 Ministry of Trade and IndustrgMinistry of Trade and Industry congratulates the TTMA on Tradsidfido Guyan& October 03 to
07, 2023, <https://tradeind.gov.tt/mti-congratulatesttma-trade-missionto-guyana® Accessed 11 Nov. 2023.

32



https://tradeind.gov.tt/mti-congratulates-ttma-trade-mission-to-guyana/

ﬁ PARLIAMENT

ot

niche areas and produéisr examplehe MTI pays approximatelf filliona year to make the
ITC Market Access Tools freely available to membershafdimess community @s portal.

The Impact of the MOU between the American Chambers of Commerce (AMCHAM) dfrinidad
and Tobagoand Guyana orBilateral Relationsbetween Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana

4.43.

4.44.

The MOU betweerthe American Chamber of Commerce in Guyanahe®merican Chamber
of Commercén Trinidad and obagowas signed in Georgetown, Guyana on ABgReR1 byhe
President of AMCHAM T&TMrsToni SirjuRamnarine and President of AMCHA&MyanaMr.
Zulfikar Ally. Appendix Xl refersThe purpose of this MOU was to explore opportunitiesofor
operatiorto the mutual benefit of the parties to the Agreement.

The MTI recognisedhat the MOU seek® establish mutuab-operationbetween the tw{2)

private sectarsrganiations and promote trade and investment. Even though the MTI is not a Party
to the MOU the agreement is welcomed as it woddide members of AMCHAM T&&nd by
extension the private sector, with a partner and advocate to assist campanigate the
Guyanese market.

Co-operationin the Areaof Agriculture

4.45.

4.46.

4.47.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and FisherMal(F) informed the Committee thah the
Caribbeamegion food securitycontinues to be a major challeriges impact othe COVID-19
pandemiand its associated seempnomic fallout brought to the fore issues regarding access to
healthy nutritious fog@nd disruptions to productivity and global chain suppfiesCaribbean
faces a myriad of challengresnproving the compigéiveness and sustainability of the agricultural
sector.Collectively, théood import bill continues to rise as investment in agriculture and food
production has been on the decline due to high trade costs, the impact of climpaedanders

to interregional tradén recognition of these challenghs, MALF has sought to collaborate and
strengtherco-operationwith Guyanaparticularly through the MOU on Renewed and Enhanced
Co-operation

There has been significant progmesgyriculturato-operatiorunderthe MOU on Renewed and
EnhancedCo-operationThe MOU was signed on May 22, 2G#2the margins of tHest Agri
Investment ForumandExgpost ed by the Government of Guy
Vision 25 by 2025 Trinidad and Tobago hosted #eEond Agrinvestmeh Forum and Expo

from August 1821, 2022, which was attended by His Excellentobamed Irfaan Ali, President

of the Co-operativeRepublic of Guyana. Details on the Secondidgstment Forum and Expo

are atAppendix XII 1.

Following the signing @he MOU, the MALEF in July 2022as part of Trinidad and Tob#&ge
delegation to Guyana sought to action areas related to food security. Out of the engagement,
Guyana/Trinidad and Tobago Food Development Plan was subsequentlyAghaétedix X1V
refersThe Guyana/Trinidad and Tobago Food DevelopmenwRlanirafted, identifyiijg) areas

of co-operationnamely
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4.48.

4.49.

4.50.

4.51.

4.52.

Rice;

Aquaculture;

Human Resources:

Agro-Processing and Food Distribution Network;
Livestock Production;

Shadéhouseand Coconut;

Technical Taskforce; and

Corn and Soya.

PR BFRBBRBRB

The MALF is actively pursuing those priority areas with current fame®oats andce through
the Joint Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Technical Taskforce on the promotion of bilateral
agricultural trade and development.

The Government of Guyana giftédnidad and Tobago 5000 seedlings in February @923
Trinidad and Tobago seeks to modernise and revitalise itedooak industry. The MALF has
commencedultivating these coconut plants, with plans to distribute them to coconut farmers across
Trinidad and Tobago.

In addition, the MALF igxploringcollaboration with Guyana in rice production to address the
decline in local outpALF engagdGuyanawith respect to technical support and the provision
of rice seeds. In 2023, the MALF propbse increase localce production by 1,500 acres. A
programme to rengage formeice farmers irice production haaso been launchethe MALF
stated that it will receia@proximatelyinetyone Q1) tonnes ofrice seedfom Guyana for the

rice seasol.he MALF is also looking at the production of arom@gosarieties in addition to
traditionakicevarieties such 8asmati andasmine

There were also discussions in relation to the productomadndsoya. Guyana is seeking to
increase production @orn andsoya, which are tw@) key commodities for livestock and animal
feed.Trinidad and Tobagahichimports large quantities afrn andsoya is eyloringwaysto
facilitate local investment to asceame from GuyartArough partnership with Guyanese
counterparts, investors, producers.

With respect to rearing livestock and aquaclMuikd, F 6 s t e ¢ lare cuoeatly seekitgp e r t S
developprojectso increase local production of aquacukpesies and livesto&rimp farming
will also bexploredyiventheexperience and expertise in shrimp production that exists in Guyana.

Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural Trade Produce and ForesProducts Trade
Protocol of 2009

4.53.

At a technidameeting between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana in 2021, it was highlighted tha
the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural Trade Produce and Forest Products Tradt
Protocol of 2009 was in need ofis@n. The Trinidad and Toba@uyana Technicab$kforce

on the Promotion of Bateral Agricultural Trade and Developnead appointed treviewthe

Trade Protocol.
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Trinidad and Tob&@ggana Technical Taskforce on Protatéia AfBcultural Trade and Development
4.54. TheTrinidad and TobagBuyana Technical TaskforcetbePromotion of Bateral Agricultural

4.55.

4.56.

4.57.

4.58.

Trade and Developmestasked with implementation of the&nt Food Development Plarhe
Taskforce is mandated to facilitate the exchange of technical sappoity building, commerce

and cros$®order investment as well as to review and revise the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fres
Agricultural Trade Produce andést Product Trade Protocol fgrnin 2009.

The representatives of Trinidad and Tobago on tlkéol@sincludethe Minister in th&1ALF

and technical persons such as the Chief Technical Officer of theRéftdsentatives from the
MT]I are also on the Technical Taskforce ComniftteeTechnical Taskforce has been established
as a Technical Workingdsip. The respective Ministergh responsibility foAgriculture from

both countries head the Technical Working Giloygroved lines of communication between the
Ministrieswith responsibility foAgriculture in both countriebave resulted inthe mutually
beneficial resolution of a number of agricultural trade related matters.

The Taskforce had two (2) meetings, on January 23adZEebruary 13, 2023. It was agreed at

the first meeting that the:

- taskforce meetings will be convened every quadethanthe proposed technical sub
committees would meet32times within the quarter, to allow foreefive follomup and
reporting to the Taskforce;

- delegation ofolesandtimelinegor the preparation of a Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA)
will be addressed collectively by representatives from both countries, with a draft MRA
circulated fothe consideration of the Taskforf trade in Products of Plant and Animal
Origin. The MRA will prade a framework for the countries to recognise the results of each
otherds testing, inspection, certificatior
facilitate market accdestheproductsand

- the arrent Trinidad and TobagBlyana FresiAgricultural Trade Produce and Forest
Products Trade Protocol (2009) would be reviewed and revised.

Currently twentytwo 22 primaryagriculturalcommodities have been approved for importation
from Guyana including vegetables, fruits and lynbeucts.

The second meeting of the Task Force, held on February 13, 2023, disalrs$ell R for
the Trade in Products of Plant and Animal Qngiich was prepared by technical officers from
both countries.

The Regional Food Production andProductivity Towards a Sustainable Import Replacement
Programme: 25% by 2025 Reduction in the Regional Food Bill

4.59.

The oTFfwevnet ypoy 2025 | nit i adgionaleagibodimporsdy 25% byr e d
2025, is an initiative of tikPSOThe initaet i ve i s a bi d faodimporddlr e s s
whichCARICOMobserves iquickly moving towards US$5 bilfioan amount that is substantial
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given the size o*%ThaMAEF indieated toantlie CARICOMSecrataratshas
assessedlr i ni dad auccess e dchiayingdv/sion 25 by 2025as ¥8ki | e Guy al
success rate stand$@%o.

4.60. One of the measures employed by MALF to reduce the food import bill was to identify commodities
for local production to reduce imporigble?2 liststhecommoditiesdentifiedo decreasérinidad
and T oirbpargbdl.d s

Table 2 Trinidad and Tobago 25 by 25 Targets

Commodity Target (Tonnes)
Poultry (Chicken) 83,000

Goat 45

Sheep 55

Cassava 1780/per yr
Sweet potato 1868.2/per yr
Yam 180.23/per yr
Dasheen 422.12/ per yr
Lettuce 306.50 per yr
Cauliflower 165.61 per yr
Tomato 3843,4 per yr
Pineapple 2272.4 per yr
Pawpaw 513.73 per yr
Watermelon 5143 per yr

4.61. AdditionallytheMALF aims to increaske production ofeasonalegetable3he Committee was
informed that the application of technology in the production process wiibaoaductionof
seasonal commoditiestake place all year long indantity and qualitgquired.

4.62. According to the MALFTrinidad and Tobago and Guyana can engage in mutually beneficial areas
of co-operationin order to meet their respective targets. These may include:

(1) Technology and knowledge transfer in the area of climate smart agriculture and climat
resilient approaches to building resilience to extreme weather events; and

(2) Trinidad and Tobago hsignificant experience in agrocessing and valadded activities,
which Guyana can benefit from as they seek to increase volumes of locally produce
commodities andxtend its shelf life and ualki®n. This will also facilitate regional trade

31 Trinidad and Tobago Guargi&@ &/ F NA O2 YQ& H p <hiipd://wewiomardiarSeh. tlfudink s/ SaRcéniz5-by-2025
explained6.2.1537248.d96359fc b
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opportunities through exports of the vaddded and processed productsherocCARICOM
Member Statemnd extraegionally

Issues that haveAffected Imports from Guyana

4.63. International trade between Trinidad and Tobago and any trading partner is governed by a numb
of regional and multilateral tratgeementsas well as tHaws of Trinidad and TobagBormal
trade relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana are also governed by the Revised Tre
of Chaguaramas (RTC). Under the RTC, imports from Guyana that have been determined to be .
Guyanese origin under the CARMQRules of Origin, are granted duty free treatment. Any
prohibitions or restrictions to the imports of products from Guyana, or any country, will be a
function of Trinidad and Tobagods domestic
T o b a g dirig parthers a&quallijhereare noN T B @tsch preventimports fromGuyana to
Trinidad and Tobago. Howeytrere are, from time to time, issues that arise which affect trade.
The MTI does not viethese issuesN T B, B as the inability of an exporter to rtteetequired
sanitary andhytosanitary standards thatrapiired byhe laws of Trinidad and Tobago.

4.64. The MTI indicated that it is aware of the followsages that have affected imports from Guyana:

(1) ThoughGuyana is on the approved list of countries for the importation of poultry meat
into Trinidad and Tobago pursuant to 8ieth Schedule offte Animals (Diseases and
Importation) Act, Chapter 67:02°* and is therefore free to export poultry meat into
Trinidad and Tobagdhere was an outbreak@fick VirusHepatitis (DVH)in 2019
Trinidad and Tobago issuian advisory that notifiable disease was present in Guyana
and that documentary evidemzBcatinghat Guyana is free from the DVH was necessary
for trade.Such advisories are issuedptotect plant, animal and human health in
accordance with domestic legisladiotiare usually temporary in natiarely maintained
until the threat has been satisfactorily addjeGsg@énangaged thé&/orld Organisation
for Animal HealtfWOAH) to verify theidiseaséreestatus irorder to notifytheir trade
partnersBoth the MTI and MFCA indicated tAainidad and obagdhaveyet to receive
publication of th&VOAH assessment on Guyanaate.

(2) In accordance witthe Plant Protection Act, Chapter 63:56° a permit accompanied
by a PhytosanitarCertificate is required to import fruits, vegetableso#mer
agricultural produce intoifitdad and Tobageegardlessf the source countrfhe2009
Protocolto facilitate the export of agricultural and forest products to Trinidad and Tobago
treated with ppduce qualitypackaging and storage requiremeants, inpection
procedures. Discussiams updating the Protocol have been ongoinmog £019. During
a meeting held ifebruan2023, Guyana undertook to propasendments to revigee
Protocol for the consideration ®finidad and Tobagadt is envisagkthat the revised

32 Animal (Diseases antmportation) Act, Ch 67:02 htps://tradeind.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Animalbiseasesand
ImportationrAct-67.02.pdfé
33 Plant Protedbn Act Ch 63:56ktps://agriculture.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PLANPROTECTIGACTF63.56.pdf
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Protocol would simplifythe procedural arrangements for the import of Agricultural
products from Guyan&urrently Guyana caexport a range of agricultural products to
Trinidad and Tobagncluding pmpkinsgcassavi@ddoesplantainsgrusheccuminseeds
andgrounddriedpeppers

(3) Guyanahasenquired about the delays in the registration proaessadfpharmaceutical
productsThe issue of registratiaeseing addressedthg Ministry of Healthsimports
of pharmaceutical products into Trinidad and Tobago are govertredAopd and
Drugs Act Regulations, Chapter 30:01* This Act outlines the procedure for the
registratiorof alldrugs The procedure incluslen evaluation of the application, a review
of the application by the Drug Advisory Committee, arapir@val of the Hongable
Minister of Health, based on the recommendafitite Drug Advisory Committee.

4.65. In trade relationsetweerTrinidad and ®bagcand Guyana, neountervailing measures have been

taken by either country.

Equine Trade

4.66.

4.67.

TheMTI informed the Committee that tfmalistion of an Agreement with Guyana to regulate
equine trade can increase the trade in live horses between both withntineslevelopment of
streamlined processes and clear and transparent arrangements.

The MTI also informed the Committee that hilateraineetingn January 2021, Guyana indicated

that it experienced difficulties in tradinghimeses with Trinidad and Tobagjbis arose from the

needo ensure thahehorsesveresafe and free from diseddgecompetent Veterinary auth@#i

in both countriebaveagreed to establishanr e e ment t o regul ate OHor
facilitate trade and reduce transaction tintgafof this Agreement wdsrwardedo Trinidad

and Tobagan 2019 for feedbackt was eportedthatthe stakeholders atfie Chief Veterinary

Officer CVO) have no objections to the Agreement for regulating equine trade between Guyane
and Trinidad and Tobago.

Implications to Transhipping Honey

4.68.

4.69.

In relation to théransshipmentohoney t hr ou g h T rports,ithdvlldnfoemedl T o k
the Committee that tHermalisation of arrangements would altovsuyana taranshipts honey

exports throughrrinidad and Tobagavhen exporting to the Caribbean and North American
markets.The MTI also indicated thatelto established shipping routes, Guyanatraashipts

honey through Trinidad and Tobago.

Currently Trinidad and Tobagwohibits the importation of honey and honey products and restricts
thetransshipmendf honey thoughits territory under the provisions of tBeekeeping and Bee
Products Act Chapter 6 &3, Beekeepingand Bee Products Regulation@Regulations).*The

MTI underscored that the Act dates back to 1935.

34 Food and Drugs Act, Ch 30:Qttgs://agla.gov.tt/downloads/laws/30.01.pdf
35 Beekeeping and Bee Products Act, Ch 67: Bps://agla.gov.tt/downloads/laws/67.53.pdf
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4.70.

4.71.

4.72.

4.73.

4.74.

Regulations 22 (1) and (2) state:
"22 (1) No honey arriving in Trinidad and Tobago by sea or by air shall be transhipped exc
in this Regulation.

(2) Honey originating elsewhere than in any of the territories in the Windward and Leeward
be transhippedrinidad and Tobago. Honey originating in anynoéritieradzbterritories may be
transhipped in the harbouradEpait under the authority of a permit issued by the Inspector an
to the following provisions of this regulation.”

Guyana al ong with other CARICOM countries, h
market for honey. The matter is currently before the COTED which urged Trinidad and Tobago to
proceed with an amendment of its domestic legislation to observe reginitaheots under the

RTC

Significanprogress has been made as a resaljpoft collaboration between the MTI and the
MALF. TheMTI indicated that is aware that the MALF has taken action to amend the legislation
to facilitate the trade in honey, inclusive ofttdsesshipmenin honey from Guyanand has
committed to bring the Cabinet a legisldined for Regulations to treat withis issueln this
regard, th®MALF developed draft legislation in collaboration with the Ministry of Attorney General
and Legal Affairs.

Thelegislativdrief to amend the Regulations to alfowthe importation of honey into Trinidad

and Tobagérom CARICOM countries and &tlowtransshipmeraf honey through Trinidad and
Tobago was approved by Cabinet Minute No. 624 of April 20, 2@2#cy was developed and
distributed to stakeholders in May 2028at#onal consultation on trade in howayg held where

the MTlapprisest akehol der s i ncl udi nTrinidath and ®eagolothep e r
need for the amendment of Regulations.

On November 28, 202and December 12023the Minister ofAgriculture Land and Fisheries
laid theBeekeeping and Bee Products (Amendment) Regulations, 2828 theSenate and the
House of RepresentativespectivelyThe Regulations, however, are subject to the affirmative
resolutiorof Parliament.

Findings

3) Trinidadand Tobago enjoys a healthy trade relationship with Guyatiaenergy and neanergy
exports.

4) It isdifficult to obtain detailed information on export activity and trade balancessarsaaeaectors
andsubsectorbecause available services datatierreadily available ndisaggregated.

36 The Beekeeping and Bee Products Act, Ch 67: 53
<http://190.213.84.147:8081/PapersLaidViewer/TempFiles/The%20Beekeeping%20and%20Bee%20Products%20(Amend
ment)%20Regulations%202023.pdf
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5) The revision othe2009Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural Trade Produce and Forest
Products Trade Protocdio allow for importsfrom Guyanaand to simplify the procedural
arrangements for impong agicultural productsom Guyananeeds to b&asttracked

6) TheJintTrinidad and Tobago/Guyana Technical Taskforce on the promotion of bilateral agricultural
trade and developmasarecogniseuhitiative for pursuing increased trade with Guyacheesolving
any trade issues which may arise

7) There have been delays in the registration procesq®fdhermaceutical products which may have
been interpreted as a denial of market access into Trinidad and Tobago.

8) There have been difficulties exgr@red by Guyana in trading leeses with Trinidad and Tobago.

9) Thetransshipmerdf honey ign issughathas been raised by Guyana and should be resolved as soon
aspossible.

Recommendations
The Committee therefore recommends that

2) The MTI collaborate with the MFCA to obtain information from Skills Certificate granted
to assist with the establishment of a databasend to disaggregate data on services traded
with Guyana and by extension allegionaltrading partners.

3) The MTI continue to supoort the TTMA in identifying and penetrating the Guyanese
markets particularly through the Ministryds no

4) The MTI liaise with Ministry of Health to reduce delays in the registration process for
pharmaceutical products.

5) The MALF pursue the revisionsto the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Fresh Agricultural
Trade Produce and Forest Products Trade Protocol (2009)

6) The MALF and the MTI pursue the establishment of anagreement on equine trade.

7) The MALF pursue the necessary legislative amendments to resolve the issue on the
transshipmentof honey.
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Energy SectorCo-operation

MOU on Energy SectorCo-operation

4.75. The MOU on Energy SectoCo-operation
between the Republic of Trinidad and Tob
and theCo-operativeRepublic of Guyana wa
signed on September 19, 200t& MOU is
intended to pave the way for grea
collaboration between both countries
provides a clear framework for enhan
energy development. It presents
opportunity for sharing of expertisgchange
of information and the promotion of capa
building and joint projects throughout t
hydrocarbon value chain.

4.76. The MOU also has the potential toreéase trade between countries, in productssnatioialgas
liquids ureaandmethanagland ultimately trading in oil and ¢gwovides a framework for greater
co-operatiorin the development of energy infrastructieuethermore, it can stimulate investment
in the development of the downstream industry within Guyana. Ultimately, thasM€$&)in
aligning the efforts of both countries towards a more secure, resilient and sustainable energy futu

4.77. The Ministry of Energy and Energy IndustritdEEl) ser ves as t he Gover
representative with respectteoperatiorand collboration in the energy sectbhe MEEI and
state enterprisesach athe National Energy Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago Limited (National
Energy)as well as the private sector througktleegy Chamberf Trinidad and Tobagoontinue
to forge relationships on industry level between Trinidad and TobagaCrogertivdRepublic
of Guyana.

The Performance of the MOU on Energy SectdCo-operation

4.78. The MEEI indicated that there has been progress under the MOU in thiedodiceas:
@ Education and Training Collaboratiars]
& EnergyCo-operation

Energy Co-operation Initiatives

4.79. National Energy has established an office in Guyana, asdlesekwith members of the energy
industry in Guyand.he Energy Chamber dtinidad and Tobago also works closely with the
members of the industry in Guyana with respect to the petroleumAsititmmally, a number of
local contractors and businesses partner with persons in the industry in Guyana

4.80. Annually a large energy mierence is held in Guyama.2023, both the Prime Ministr the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobagod the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, along with a
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contingent, including National Energy and otitete enterprises had a pavilion within the
conference which was opened to other smaller companies or contractors.

4.81. His Excellencir. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of @@operativdRepublic of Guyana attended
the Trinidad and Tobago Energy Conference which was held at the Hyatt Regen&pdtort of
from January 23 to 25, 20R8. the Honourable Keith Rowley, Prime Minister of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago also led Trinidad and Tabdglegatiomo the Second International Energy
Conference and Expo which took place in George@uyana over the period February 14 to 17,
2023.

Trinidad and Tobago6 JoinR¥okingeGsoapestablished under tlierMOW h e
on Energy SectotCo-operation
4.82. The MEEIput forward he following persons #s representatives to serve onlig Working
Group:
& Permanent Secretary of the MEEI;
# Director of Energy, Research and Planning; and
&« Head of the MEEI 6s Legal Uni t .

Challenges with fulfilling the MOU on Energy SectoCo-operation
4.83. The Joint Working Group is yet to convene a meeting to perform its functions under the MOU.
The MEEI still awaitgonfirmation ofall the members tiie Joint Working Group.

4.84. ThoughTr i ni dad aipodudtionbstedinngthe country still possesses the expertise
and infrastructuréo facilitateco-operatiorwith Guyanarrinidad and Tobagadsoserved as a base
for training because of its location apgroximatelg00 years in the industry.

4.85. Within the industry, Trinidaehd Tobago also has contractors involved in diathgpnstruction,
particularly weldingnd pipeline inspection3.hese skills can also be shared with Guyana in
developing their energy sector.

Technical Assistance provided to Guyana in relation to Engy
4.86. In 2019,UWI, UTT, andUG embarked on a projectt@inGuy anese students f
emerging oil and gas industry. T®)@rogrammes were created:
I. An Associate of Science Degree in Petroleum Engineering offered by UG in collaboration
with UTT; and
ii. A Master of Science Degree in Petroleum Engineering offered by the UWI in
collaboration with UG.

4.87. Over twenty(20) students enrolled in the first cohofttbe Associate of Science Degree in
Petroleum Engineering offered by UG in collaboration with UTT, which started imH2&ES.
studentgyraduated in 2021 and automatically transitioned to the Bachelor of $@ehed in
Petroleum Engineerirglso rurjointly by UTT and U Theyare expected to graduate from the

42



& PARLIAMENT

ot

4.88.

4.89.

4.90.

4.91.

4.92.

Programme in 2028urthermore, there are currently twestyen (27) students in the second
cohort of the Associate of Science Degree in Petroleum Engineering

In relation to the Master of Sciences Programme, five (5) students from the first cohort of the
Programme graduated in 2021. As part of this Programme, UWI also signed a MOU with Natione
Energy in March 2020 to work with thational Gas CompanMGC) Group of Companies to
offer the studentsn internship opportunity within the Group. However, due to the CQ¥ID
pandemic, the students were unable to participate in the interasérpom in Trinidad.
Alternatively, the students participated in the fiodptwo programmes, virtually:
i. Internship with the NGC Group of Companddhis programmprovided students with
the opportunity to work on a project of designing a pipeline to transfer natural gas from
offshore to onshore Guyana for use in power gemerati
ii. Internship with thtMEEI & this programm#cused on various aspaetf t he Mi ni
technical and regulatory functions including the Competitive Bidding Round Process,
Data Management, Contract Management, Acreage Management, the Natural Ga
Industry and Legal. At the end of the internship, the students were able to receive &
comprehensive overview of the energy seatomfr t h e MEEI 6s per
understand how Trinidad and Tobagods r
potentiallyba ppl i ed i n the oversight of Guyan,;

The MEEI indicated that the internships weoeessful and resulted in a Heyrel of interaction
and engagement from the studeBwsh the UWI and UTT are continuing to pursue opportunities
for collaborabn to train and develop futdeaders in thenergy sector in Guyana.

The Universities are currently jointly exploring offering short courses to Guyanese students i
relevant topics in the energy fialsl well as a Master of Science Programme imGarthdsas
Management.

The NESC Technical Institubas also been contributing to the training of Guyanese nationals.
NESC wasontracted by the Ministry of Education, Guysmarovide training in building its
capacity to meet the increasing demanafopetentechnicians in the specialisations required by
the energy sectdn August 2022\ESC Technical Institunounced the graduation of its first
cohortin Guyanaoften(i¢r aduates, all instructors at G
swcessfully completed the NESC Heavy Equipment Diploma.

Additionally, the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, through its State Enterprise:s
in the energy sector has pursued many collaborative efforts with Guyanese counterparts over t
lastt ew years, providing support and guidance
and knowledge as it relates to the oil and gas industry.

Export Licencesto engage in quarrying to meet commitments to the Guyanese market

4.93.

It was notedhatexport licences were not being granted to legal peydatis the demandor
quarry materiah the Guyanese mark&he MTI indicated that its role in the process of granting
exportlicercesfor quarry material isnited The MTI grants export liceawhen an application is
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4.94.

made.However, all applications are referred to the MEEI for a recommendation given its
responsibility for mineralss well as the traditional energy sources.

Under the MEEI, a Minerals Advisory Commjtteenprisingll the agecies with responsibility

for the granting of mineral li@sconsiders requeshsr export or importof aggregatelhe
Committee was informed by ME&EI thatthe granting of expadlitencess based othe demands

of the local markeThe MEEI usually seeks advice fromNheistry of Works and Transport
(MOWT) to determine whether the capacity and material available are able to satisfy local demar
The MEEI has been advised by the MOWT that at this time, it is not advisable tquexport
materiabecauseurrently demand is greater than supply in the local market due to the number of
existing construction projectfie MEEI also indicated that there is need to be mindful that not all
guarries have the same material and maseeidsurced at various locations

Renewable Energy

4.95.

4.96.

4.97.

In keeping with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and other international commoitiments,
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana are working towards reducing their carbon footprint and have s
targets for@hievingenergy production from renewable energy soReeswable energy is energy
derived from natural sourcegh as wind and solar enghgy are replenished at a higher rate than
they are consumed.

Trinidad and Tobago has a targethoty percent 0% of electricity from reewable sources by

2030. A such, the country has placed its focus on solar photovoltaic and wind (offshore anc
onshore) energy electricity generatamilarlyGuyanahas a target aichievingseventyfour

percent 74%) clean and renewable energy2b40,andis also implementing an ambitious
transformation for domestic electricity ge
Development Strategy 2030.

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago Dr. Keith Rowlegritrey of the
Guyana Energy Conference and Supply Chain Expaalld foicollaborative effort® ensure
energy securiip the Caribbeanmegion byeffectivelyutilisingresourcesvhetherhydrocarbon or
renewable resourcds July 2023a MOU between Suriname and Trinidad and Toleao
executed in various key areas suckramyable energy initiatives and pibiv@ate partnerships
Trinidad and Tobago has@hctioned itsilOU with the Government of tl&o-operativdRepublic

of Guyana through the formation of tHegh-Level Bilateral Commission between Trinidad and
Guyana.

The Implications to Trinidad and Tobago extending its Continental Shelf to th&uyana
Suriname Basin

4.98.

On May 12, 20009, Trinidad and Tobagods subi
nautical miles was submitted to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(Commission), in accordance with Article 76, paragraftthe United Nations Convention on

the Law of the S&JNCLOS) Trinidad and Tobagods submi:
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gueue of submissions for consideration before the Commission. It is hoped that Trinidad anc
Tobagods s ub miard m thenear futare by the Goenmissien.

4.99. The MFCA informed the Committee that @®operativeRepublic of Guyana has not registered
any objections at tl#N on the Submission of Trinidad and Tobago to exte@wntinental Shelf
beyond 200 to dateard, similarly, Trinidad and Tobago has not registered any objections at the
UN with respect to th€o-operatveRe pu bl i ¢ of Guyanads Submiss
Shelf beyond 200M to date.

Findings

10.The MOU on Energy SectGo-operatiorassists in aligning the efforts of both countries towards
a more secure, resilient and sustainable energafuturas been successful mainly in the areas
of education and training.

11.There is collaboration amongst the ME&hte enterpriseand the priste sector to forge
relationships oanindustry level with Guyana.

12.The granting of mineral licences by the MTI is anrmissterial process, dependent on the local
supply and demand for the minerals, as advisedM@W& upon inquiries from the MEELI.

Recommendations
The Committee themfe recommends that the MEEI

8) Continue to engage in initiatives to promote collaboration in the areas eflucation and
training and energy co-operation.

9) Consider pursuing collaborations in the area of renewabémergy with Guyana

10)Continue to engage in initiatives directed at strengthening technical assistance reciprocation
between the two countriesn the energy sector
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OBJECTIVE 2: POTENTIAL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND GUYANA
BOTH BILATERALLY AND WITHIN THE CARICOM CONTEXT

Avenuesldentified for Partnerships on Initiativesfor Sustainable Development

The Areas of Focus to Achieve Sustainable Development for Both Coues

4.100. With regard to sustainable developnméet MTCA indicated that number of areas are being
pursued under the bilatecaloperatiorbetween Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, such as trade,
energy, agriculture, cultwweloperationand tourismThe focus on cultural diplomacy is one that
both countries sharé@rinidad and Tobago is actively pursuing engagt with regard to tourism
andculturalco-operatiorbetween both countries.

Culture and Tourism Initiatives for Sustainable Development

PossibleAreasof Collaborationon Initiatives for Sustainable Development irAreasof Culture and

Tourism

4.101. In relation to possible areas of collaboration on initiatives for sustainable development the followin
are some planning and developrnretiativesor the cultural sector:

@ Exchange visits of officials and experts in culture and heritage to faeilitatestarence of
planning and development skills, technology and knowledge in relation to the development c
the culture and heritage sectors inclutirtgnot limited to:

- Training in steel pan technology;

- Institutional strengthening;

- Teaching of masquete dance;

- Setup of a National Registry for Artists and Cultural Workers;

- National Steel Symphony Orchestra of Trinidad and Tobago (NSSO) for promotion
of steelpan through demonstration and performance;

- Training and assistance with steelpan maintenameghttire Youth Training and
Employment Partnership Programme (YTEPP) or MIC Institute of Technology
(MIC);

- Training in heritage preservation (tangible heritage); and

- Knowledge exchange in Carnival Arts, and Management (costume and float making
masqueradaance, adjudication etc.)

4.102. In relation to tourism:
# Planning and Development for the tourism sector:
- Research and exchange of data and information on tourism planning and developmer
for the tourism sector.
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Exchange visits of officials and expert®umism to facilitate the transference of
planning and development skills, technology and knowledge in relation to the
development of the tourism sector.

@ Product Development:

Transfer of knowledge/information on product development as it pertains ta touris
sites and attractions e.g. in the ared#siihess tourism, ecotourism garticular
management and development of national parks), combasa@ty tourism,
adventure tourism, agtourism, sport tourism, culinary tourism, culture and heritage
tourismevents and festivals.

Research and data exchange on best practices relating to statistical information on the
respective tourism segments anul taa collection and analysis @oditoring and
evaluation systems;

Research and devaiognt ofnature riated tourism products such as, ecotourism,
adventure tourism, agi@urism, ad other niche segments suclspmrt tourism,
culinary tourism, culture and heritage tourism events and festivals; and

Sharing of knowledge and good practices as it relaestaarism (in particular
management and development of national parks), combasa@ty tourism,
adventure tourism, agi@urism, sport tourism, culinary tourism, culture and heritage
tourism events and festivals.

DevelopmentCo-operation

4.103. Given their common identity &DS both Trinidad and Tobago and Guyatvocatdor the
implementation of policies that are mindful of the unique challengeSfB&nip this regard,
both countries generally align efforts in support of CARICOM igsosithich in the last decade
have included isss related, but not limited to:

food security;

climate change and climate fimanc

energy security;

blackisting and etrisking;

security;

disaster relief and management; and

financing for development and small states representation in multilateral organisations.

o

B EF B BF BB

4.104. Collaboration in this regard, serves to achieve the CARICOM aim of advancing a unified positiol
on matters affecting Member States.

Development Co-operationunder the CSME
4.105. In relation to the CSME, Guyanese nationals occupy a major share of CARICOM nationals enterir
Trinidad and Tihago under the regimes for the Free Movement of Slaltexh&ls and the Right
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of Establishment. This has provided a source of labaugenpart, to sectors where there has been
a shortfall in nationals seeking employment.

Development Under Article 3.1 (a) and (b) regarding the Leasing of Lands in Guyana by Private

Investors of Trinidad and Tobago for Agricultural Production

4.106. In 2013 with the signing of theIOU in the Area of Food Securitgnsideration was givendo
operationbetween the private and public sectors and collaboration with scientific and technica
research bodies. The partnership also envisaged the facilitatied lafldasn Guyana by private
investors in Trinidad and Tobago aimed at targgtexailtural production and agvmcessing.
Appendix VI refersDiscussions regarding the leasing of lands are ongoing.

The Status of the Cros8order Initiative with Guyana to Increase Exportdo CARICOM
4.107. The crossorder initiative to boost exports relates to the CARICOM food security agenda.

Findings
13. Collaboratioron initiatives for sustainable development in areas of culture and tourism should be
initiated
Recommendations

The Committee themafe recommends that theldA:
11)Pursueinitiatives for sustainable development in areas of culture and tourism.
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OBJECTIVE 3: WAYS TO LEVERAGE THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
PROXIMITY BETWEEN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND GUYANA

Cultural Co-operation

Role of MTCA in facilitating Cultural Co-operationwith Guyana

4.108. The MTCA is responsible for transforming Trinidad and Tobaga pméamier tourist destination
as well as the development of its many cultural artistic forms. This is donernteiocaligmolicy
and strategic interventions, research, monitoringvahdatiorirends, partnering with industries,
stakehol ders, and raising awareness, to i mp

4.109. The MTCA is aware that tourism and culture contribute significantly to domestic economic activity
and as such is taking athege of the opportunities for synergies among culture, arts and tourism.
Trinidad and Tobago halsvays shared a mutual tourtBigen relationship with Guyana and views
it as a readily available source market.

4110.The MTCAOGs i mp [T nnseunréntlyrcrgfting gjrategiesytq create beneficial linkages
bet ween both countries. Trini dad a himitedT o b a ¢
currently operatesughly seventeen (Xlights from Trinidad to Guyana asidteen 16) flights
fomGuyana to Trinidad we e kfbrpQ22, haVehskeowrMatCakiGats | «
from Guyana aresturningto prepandemic figuregOf the arrivals from Guyanasis to friends
and relatives account for 27.5%llowed bybusiness conventions6%, and lesure/beach
vacations, 14.5%

Formal Cultural Agreements

4.111. The MTCA informed the Committee that there is currently a Framework Agreement for the
deepening of bilaterab-operationbetween the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Government bthe Co-operativdRepublic of Guyana, as signed on August 19 TI@9Rirst High
level Bilateral Commission (HLBC) meeting was convened in Guyana on January 26, 2000.

Culture and the ArtsCo-operationbetween Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana

4.112. The Committee was informed by the MTCA that there has not been a dedicated agreement or MO
with respect to culture and linkages between Triamthd obagand Guyana save the 1999
Framework Agreement for the deepening of bilatexgberationbetween tb Government of
Trinidad and Tobago. Additionally, prior to the culture division joiniMjT@BA in 2020, there
was ot a focus on monetgy cultureMoreoverthe COVID-19 pandemic restrictedprrson
exchanges and did not allow for focus on opptigsrior bilateratollaboration in tourism and
culture between the two countries

4.113. The MTCA indicated thahe Caribbean Festival of Arts (CARIFESTA) has been the only listed

area of convergenbetween Trinidad and Tobago and Guymea the past tef(l0)years. The
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CARIFESTA model and framework has provided opportunities for discussion over the years
Particularly, the last two CARIFESTA events held in Barbados in 2017/2018 and Trinidad in 201
provided many opportunities for artists and culturakenstd collaborate. The Higbvel Bilateral
Commission therefore provides the opportunity to capitalise on those discussions that have alrea
taken place informally. Notwithstanding, natural exchange occurs between Chutney Soca and S
artistes of thewto countriesThe MTCA hasdiscusse@xchanges in culture and tourism at the
technocrat level and wikvelop a formalroposal.

4.114. The MTCA seeksopportunities to assist in developing the cultural sector. Cultural agreements
present an ideal opportunitydo so. Besides the cultural aspect of performances, there are also
exchanges of experts in various fields, such as literature and visual arts. Going forward, the MT(
is seeking to focus on maximising the potential for developirthdettchange of germances
and experts Trinidad and Tobago be able t@ssist in developing Guyana as a training partner.

Opportunities for Cultural and TourismCo-operation

4.115. One main aim of culture is human development. The MTCA is seeking to explore the heritag
aspect of culture, where both countries can share, build and learn from each other. Fastivals ar
possible area wheranidad and Tobagman assisbuyana.

4.116. In looking at the heritage aspect, the setting up of networks with artistes, musicians and othe
persons within the sector can also be examined. &®Cus is on both heritagestivalssuch
askid and Divaliand arts festivals such as literary and negsiicals.

4117.These initiatives wil/ al so assi st in the
Following the exploration of the heritage aspect of culture, the MTCA will consider how to develor
robust trade for the full range cultural g@dsservices.

Sports and Tourism

4.118. The areas of sports and tourism arose out of bilateral discussions held between the two countries
the margins of the Second Agrestment Forum and Expo held in Trinidad and Tob&gh.
respect tacollaboration in sport, Guyana is carded to host the Hero Caribbean Premier League
(CPL) finals for the next thré€®) years which commenced in 2022. His Excelmdffohamel
Irfaan Ali, President of théo-operativeRepublic of Guyana, has stated @atana is building a
product that will be spectator focused and integrated with their regional partners for a global marke

4.119. On March 03, 2023, the Government of Guyana launched the construction of the Berbice Stadiur
and multipurpose centre at Palmyra in Region Six (East-Benant/ne). The faciliyhich has
aseating capacity of approximately 10,000 spectators is érgactede a significant impetus to
sports development in the region and will serve as a venue for a range of activities, including crick
concerts, and other major events.
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The Status of Discussins on a Collaborative Platfornto Promote EcoTourism in the Caribbean

4.120. The MTCA notesthat Guyana has been identified as one of theetofh0) sustainable tourism
destinations and is ranked number one as the bastiesm destinatiom the CaribbeanThe
MTCA is aware that Guyarsavery rich in its eg¢ourism, heritage and development of national
parks. In this regard, one of the areas the MTCA is seeking to examine is product development w
regard to the sharing of information and the transfer of knowledge as it perideveltipment
of heritagesitesand national park§hrough the work of the Highevel Bilateral Commission, it is
envisaged that there will be an opportunity to further discussions in this regardrelehatite
stakeholders in Guyana. The aim willdb@nly to learn about etourism but to also assist in the
development eetmurism in Trinidad and Tobago.

SocialCo-operation Initiatives

Security

4.121. On Marchl0, 2022, His Exceller@y. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of @@operativd&republic
of Guyana announced that Guyana was working on developing a police academy that will not or
serve the country but the region by extension. It should also be highlighted, that Trinidad an
Tobago hostda Symposium on Crime and Violence in gggdR from Aprill7 to18 2023.

The Policies Implemented to Harness the Potential othe Convergencebetween Trinidad and

Tobago and Mitigate Against the Effects of the Areas of Divergence

4.122. According to the MFCA, one of the primary wadysarnessing thgotential of the convergence
between Trinidad and Tobagad Guyanas through agreements such as the MOU on Renewed
and EnhancedCo-operation whichprovides a framework for dialogue #meldevelopment of
tangible projects that capitalise on the inhsetengths and capacity of each state for the mutual
benefit of both countries.

4.123. To mitigate against the effects of areas of divergemigad and Tobago maintains an openness
to dialogue, a commitment to friendly relations, and a deep respect for the sovetaigaiihis
position strongly applies to Guyana as a bilateral partner andtatsist€@ARICOM, and awgs
well in he resolution of any potentiidagreementhat may arise.

Findings
14.There has not been a dedicated agreement or MOU with respect to culture and linkages betwee
Trinidadand Tobag@and Guyanairscethe 1999 Framework Agreement for deepening of
bilaterato-operatiorbetween the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.
15.Therehas been little progress in developing tourism and cultural linkages between Trinidad and
Tobagoand Guyana
16.The MTCA carcollaborate witksuyana on the development of heritage sites and national parks.
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Recommendations
The Committee recommends that:

12)The MTCA develop a concrete plan for engagement with Guyana, under the MOU on
Renewed and Enhancedo-operation

5.1  Your Committee thereforespectfully submits this Report for the consideration of the Parliament.

Ms. Paula Gopegcoon, MP Dr. Maria DilloaRemy
Chairman ViceChairman
Mr. Brian ManningViP Mrs. Lisa MorrisJulianMP
Member Member
Mr. Rodney Charles, MP Mrs. Shamfa Cudjdewis MP
Member Member
Mr. Anil Roberts Ms. Donna Cox
Member Member

Dated:December 062024

52



R

Y e

fr——

APPENDICES

53



¥
ﬁ REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

— e

APPENDIX |

MINUTES OF MEETINGS

54



B e

ot

MINUTES OF THE TENTH MEETING OF THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS HELD ON WEDNESDAY
APRIL 19, 2023at 1:30 P.M. (n camerg AND THEREAFTER at 2:00
P.M. (IN PUBLIC)

This meeting wadfacilitated virtually via ZOOM Video Conference

Committee Members

Dr. Maria DillonrRemy - Vice Chairman
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP - Member
Mr. Anil Roberts - Member
Mr. Brian Manning, MP - Member
Ms. Shamfa Cudjoe, MP - Member

Secretariat

Ms. Sharla Elcock - Secretary

Ms. Renee Batson - Assistant Secretary

Ms. Katharina Gokool - Graduate Research Assistant

Ms. Terriann Baker - Graduate Research Assistant

Mr. Justin Jarrette - Graduate Research Assistant
Absent/Excused

Ms. Paula Gopeéscoon - Chairman (Excused)

Mr. Rodney Charles, MP - Member (Excused)

Ms. Donna Cox - Member (Excused)

1st Public Hearing re: An Inquiry into Deepening Existing Ties with theCo-operative Republic of
Guyana with officials from the: Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, and Ministry of
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.

6.1 The following officials joined the virtual meeting room:
Officials from the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs

Ms. Reita Toussaint Permanent Secretary

Ms. Ayesha Wharton  Director, CARICOM and Caribbean Affait
Ms. Sunita Harrikissoot Director, Legal Services

Mrs. Saschele Griffith  Foreign Service Officer
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Officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
Mr. Ric Javed Al Deputy Permanent Secretary

Mr. Kishore Ragbir Technical Officer Ag. Researdh(Crops)

Mr. Nigel Grimes Project Coordinator/Technical Advisor

6.2  The Chairman welcomed the witnesses present and gave opening remarks. The Idetihéers
Committee, and subsequently the witnesses, introduced themselves.

6.3  The following representatives gave brief opening statements:

A Ms. Reita Toussaint Permanent Secretary
A Mr. Ric Javed Ali  Deputy Permanent Secretary

6.4  Questioning commenced agreed by the Committee. TA@pendix hereto attached contains
a summary of questions and concerns raised during the hearing.

6.5 The representatives gave closing remarks. The Chairman also gave closing remarks and thankec
the witnesses for their attend@nas well as Committee Members and the Secretariat for their
participation.

suspension/resumption: 3:17 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

8.2  Adjournment taken at 3:20 p.m.

| certify that these Minutes are true and correct.

Chairman

Secretary

April 19,2023
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APPENDIX

Key Issues Discussed
The following are general issues discussed during the hearing:

Bilateral Relations
1. The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and @woperativeRepublic of Guyana have intensified
their relationship through bilaterab-operatiorand regional collaboration via CARICOM. Over
the years, there have been several agreements between the two countries in areas such as foc
security, energy, and culture, including:

I. ~ MOU concerningco-operationin the area of Food Security;

ii. Framework Agreement for the Deepening of Bilate@b-operation between the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government Gbthe
operativeRepublic of Guyana,;

iii.  MOU on Energy SectdCo-operation

iv.  MOU between the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago ar@iothe
operativeRepublic of Guyana on Renewed and Enhar@edperation and

v. MOU on the Establishment of FriendBo-operativeRelations between the City of Port
of Spain, in the Replib of Trinidad and Tobago and the City of Georgetown, inGbe
operativeRepublic of Guyana.

2. Staffing at the Trinidad and Tobago High Commission in Guyana is currently being addressed.
A Commercial Attaché for the High Commission has been appointad et to assume duty.
The Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs (MOFCA) is in the process of hiring locally
recruited staff to provide support to the High Commission.

3. The MOFCA records reveal that nationals from both countries have been applying for
Cetificates of Recognition of Skills Qualification (CSME Skills Certificates) and are being
granted same.

Engagement in Regional and Multilateral Fora
4. Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago, as members of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS),
have worked togeer with other member states in relation to the broad areae-faperation
which are Transportation, Tourism, Trade and External relations, and Disaster Risk Reduction.

5. Under the ACS, training has been provided for technical officers of member states in the field of
disaster risk management.

Food Security
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6. Food security remains a significant challenge in the Caribbean region, exacerbated by the impact
of COVID-19 andits associated socieconomic fallout. There is a rising food import bill
coupled with declining investment in agriculture and food production. The Ministry of
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (MALF) has sought to collaborate withCireperative
Republic of Guyana to address the challenges in improving the competitiveness and
sustainability of the agricultural sector.

7. The developments in area of food security are outlined below.
i.  The Guyana/Trinidad and Tobago Food Development Plan

The Guyana/Trinidad anfiobago Food Development Plan comprises 8 priority areas
which are:

(a) Aquaculture,

(b) Rice,

(c) Human Resources,

(d) Agro-processing and food distribution network,

(e) Livestock Production,

() ShadeHouse and Coconut Project,

(g) Technical Taskforce, and

(h) Corn and Soya.
In February 2003, Trinidad and Tobago received 5,000 coconut seedlings from the
Government of Guyana to revitalise and modernise the local coconut industry. Further,
Trinidad and Tobago is in the process of acquiring approximately 91 tonnes of rice seed
for this rice season commencing in June 2023.

ii.  The Joint Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Technical Taskforce
The Joint Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Technical Taskforce on the promotion of bilateral
agricultural trade and development was established to facilitat&tharege of technical
support and crossorder investment as well as to review and revise the Trinidad and
Tobago/Guyana fresh agricultural trade produce and forest products trade protocol signed
in 2009. The Taskforce has met on 2 occasions in Januarlfedmdary 2023, and is
supported by a technical subcommittee comprising a Chief Technical Officer and other
key technical officers from the Ministries with responsibility for Agriculture of both
countries.

Other Initiatives
8. Trinidad and Tobago is activepursuing engagement with respect to tourism and cultoral
operation With respect to tourism, possible areas of collaboration include planning and
development for the tourism sector; research and exchange of data and information on tourism
planning andlevelopment; and transfer of knowledge and information on product development
as it pertains to tourism sites and attractions.
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MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS HELD ON WEDNESDAY
MAY 17, 2023at 1:30 P.M. (n camerg AND THEREAFTER at 2:00

P.M. (IN PUBLIC)

This meeting was facilitated virtually via ZOOM Video Conference

Committee Members

Ms. Paula Gope&coon - Chairman

Dr. Maria Dillon-Remy - Vice-Chairman

Mr. Rodney Charles, MP - Member

Ms. Shamfa Cudjoe, MP - Member
Secretariat

Ms. Sharla Elcock - Secretary

Ms. Renee Batson - Assistant Secretary

Ms. Katharina Gokool - Graduate Research Assistant

Ms. Terriann Baker - Graduate Research Assistant

Mr. Justin Jarrette - Graduate Research Assistant
Absent/Excused

Ms. Donna Cox - Member (Excused)

Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP - Member (Excused)

Mr. Anil Roberts - Member (Excused)

Mr. Brian Manning, MP - Member (Excused)

2nd Public Hearing re: An Inquiry into Deepening Existing Ties with theCo-operative Republic
of Guyana with officials from the: Ministry of Trade and Industry, Ministry of Energy and Energy
Industries and the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts.
6.1 The following officials joined the virtual meeting room:

Officials from the Ministry of Trade and Industry

Mr. Randall Karim Deputy Permanent Secretary
Mr. Kriyaa Balramsingh Senior Trade Specialist

Ms. Vindra Singh Trade Analyst

Ms. Rugayyalscott Associate Professional
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6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

Officials from the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries

Mrs. Penelope BradshaMiles Permanent Secretary

Ms. Karinsa Tulsie Deputy Permanent Secretary

Mr. Timmy Baksh Director, Energy, Research and Plannin
Division

Officials from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts

Mrs. Simone Thorndlora Quinones Permanent Secretary
Mr. Tej Ramlogan Director, Culture

Mr. Keon Francis Cultural Officer Il (Ag)
Mr. Brian Gift Tourism Advisor I

The Chairmanvelcomed the witnesses present and gave opening remarks. The Members of the
Committee, and subsequently the witnesses, introduced themselves.

The following representatives gave brief opening statements:
A Mrs. Penelope BradshaMiles Permanent Seetary
A Mrs. Simone Thorné/ora Quinones Permanent Secretary
A Mr. Randall Karim Deputy Permanent Secretary
The Appendix hereto attached contains a summary of the issues raised during the hearing.
The representatives gave closing remafke Chairman also gave closing remarks and thanked
the witnesses for their attendance as well as Committee Members for their participation and the

Secretariat for their support.

suspension/resumption: 3:55 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

8.2

Adjournment taken at:00 p.m.

| certify that these Minutes are true and correct.

Chairman

Secretary

May 17, 2023

60



ﬁ PARLIAMENT

ot

]
APPENDIX

Key Issues Raised

Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI)
Trade relationships

9. Guyana is a major trading partner for Trini
export destination within CARICOM. Over the last five years, Guyana has ranked within the top
10 gl obal destinations f or period018 2082, expods T o b
to Guyana have increased by over 60% from TT$2.8B in 2018 to TT$4.5B in 2022.

100.The <current trade balance with Guyana is 1
envisaged that neanergy exports will increase to TT$1.58 2025.

Trade issues
11.There are no notariff barriers that prevent the importation of goods from Guyana into Trinidad
and Tobago, however, there are instances where the exporter failed to meet the phytosanitary anc
other standards required by the laws ohidad and Tobago. The MTI identified the following
areas in which Guyana has had difficulty in exporting to Trinidad and Tobago:
I.  Equine trade
A Guyana indicated its inability to export live horses to Trinidad and Tobago in
2001. A draft agreement on equine trade was prepared by Guyana in 2019 and
reviewed by the MALF.
ii.  Transshipmendf honey
A Guyana continues to face significant challenges irstsaipping honey through
Trinidad and T oregulgtiond22 of {heBeekeepind and Bee o
Products Regulations made under th&eekeeping and Bee Products Act,
Chap. 67:53 which prohibits the importation of honey into Trinidad and Tobago.
A Draft legislation was prepared and subsequently, a national stakeholder
consultation held in May, 2023.
iii.  Quarrying materials
A There is currently some difficulty in obtaining export licences to export quarrying
materials to Guyana. The MEEI, specifically its MiasrAdvisory Committee,
is responsible for granting of mineral licences. At present, the local demand for
certain quarrying materials is high and this precludes the exportation of said
materials to other destinations.

Export Opportunities

12.The MTI is colbborating with theExport Import Bank of Trinidad and Tobago Limited
(EXIMBANK) , the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers' Association (TTMA), and the National
Export Facilitation Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (ExporTT) to increase its trade with
Guyana
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13.The TTMA coordinated a trade and investment mission to Guyana for 27 companies. A follow
up mission is planned for October 2023.

14.The new Trade and Investment Promotion Agency, is currently being restructured as an
amalgamation of ExporTT, InvesTT Limde(InvesTT) and Trinidad and Tobago Creative
Industries Company Limited (CreativeTT). As part of that amalgamation process, the
Government has already approved the establishment of commercial offices in a series of markets,
one of which includes Guyana.

15.A High-Level Bilateral Commission was recently established between the Governments of
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, to oversee, organise and engage new export opportunities
within Guyana.

Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries (MEEI)
Energy Diplomacy
16.The MEEI i's the Government 6s | e aodbperatipnwithe pr e s
the Co-operativeRepublic of Guyana.
17.Key focus areaare:-
A Co-operation and collaboration in areas related to the energy sector based on energy and
diplomacy streegy; and
A The MOU on Energy Sect@o-operation
18Whi |l e production has declined within Trinid
still possesses a wealth of expertise, a skilled labour force, energy infrastructure and a ready
market for energ products. Even though Guyana is a new competitor, there are ways in which
both countries can benefit from greater collaboration.

Memorandum of Understanding on Energy SectGo-operation

19.An MOU on Energy SectdCo-operatiorwas established in 2018 beten Trinidad and Tobago
and Guyana, however, its implementation was hindered by the GO¥[iandemic.

20.The MOU has been successful in the areas of education and training with partnerships between
the University of Trinidad and Tobago, the University of ¥iest Indies and the University of
Guyana.

21.The National Energy Corporation has established an office in Guyana and works closely with
the members of the Energy Industry in Guyana.

22.The Trinidad and Tobago Energy Chamber also works with stakeholders inaGuiya respect
to the petroleum sector.

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts
Tourism

23.Guyana has been identified as one of the top 10 sustainable tourism destinations and it is ranked
number one as the best dooirism destinations.

24. Tourism TrinidadLimited is currently creating strategies to create beneficial linkages between
both Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana.
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25.The statistics for the year 2022 reveal that arrivals from Guyana are returningp@npemic
figures. The breakdown in the reasons fawel to Trinidad and Tobago from Guyana is as

follows:
i. visits to friends and relatives27.5%,
ii.  business conventions - 16 %, and
iii. leisure - 14.5%.

Culture and Linkages between Both Islands

26.There have not been any formalised arrangementpeagains to linkages between Guyana and
Trinidad and Tobago in the area of culture.

27.However, discussions have commenced on the 1999 framework agreement to the deepening of
bilateralco-operationin the area of tourism.

28.While there is an exchange of perfars/ performances, there is also an exchange of experts in
the field of culture.
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UNREVISED VERBATIM NOTES OF THE FIRST VIRTUAL
MEETING OF THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
AFFAIRS HELD (IN PUBLIC) ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023, AT

2.00 P.M.
PRESENT
Mrs. Maria DillorRemy ViceChairman
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh Member
Mr. Brian Manning Member
Ms. Shamfa Cudjoe Member
Mr. Anil Roberts Member
Ms. Sharla Elcock Secretary
Ms.Renee Batson Assistant Secretary
Mr. Justin Jarrette Graduate Research Assistant
ABSENT
Mrs. Paula Gopegcoon ChairmanHExcuséd
Mr. Rodney Charles Member
Ms. Donna Cox Member

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AND CARICOM AFFAIRS

Ms. Reita Toussaint Permanen$ecretary

Ms. Ayesha Wharton Director, CARICOM and Caribbean Affairs
Ms. Sunita Harrikissoon Director, Legal Services

Mrs. Saschele Griffith Foreign Services Officer

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LAND AND FISHERIES

Mr. Ric Javed Ali Deputy Permanent Secretary
Mr. Kishore Ragbir Technical Officer Ag. Resea&c{Crops)
Mr. Nigel Grimes Project Coordinator/Technical Advisor
Madam Chairman:1 wel come you to this public hearing,

Ties with theCo-operatveRe publ i ¢ of Guyanao, with the offi
CARICOM Affairs, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries. This meeting is being broadcast ol
Parl i ament Channel 11, on Parl i ameChanneRadView 1 05
| would just remind all participants that all comments should be made through the Chair. | am advisir
everyone that you should mute your mikes and when you are recognized by the Chair then you turn it
and turn off your mike immiadiely when you are finish speaking.
| now welcome the officials of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, their Permanent

Secretary, Ms. Reita Toussaint; Director, CARICOM and Caribbean Affairs, Ms. Ayesha Wharton; Direct
Legal Affairs, Ms. Siia Harrikissoon and Foreign Service Officer, Mrs. Saschele Griffith. | also welcome
the officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries today represented by Mr. Ric Javed A
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Deputy Permanent Secretary; Mr. Kishore Ragbir, Technical,Rgsearch (Crops) and Mr. Nigel
Grimes, Project Coordinator, also Technical Advisor.

My name is Dr. Maria DillelRemy and | am the Vi€thair of the Committee sitting in for the
Committee Chair, Mrs. Paula Gefsgeon who is unavoidably absent. Awddld now ask the other
members of the Committee to introduce themselves.

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Thank you. The Committee is supported by staff of the Parliament: Ms. Sharla Elcock,
Secretary; Renee Batson, Assistant Secretadngtamel Jarette, Graduate Research Assistant. Now | would
just invite the members to introduce themselves starting with the members from the Ministry of Foreig
and CARICOM Affairs. Madam PS could you start.

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Thank yu so much. Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Okay, thank you all very much. | will inform the public that this enquiry has three
objectives. The first is to consider measures implemented to streogtimenic trade and diplomatic
relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. The second is to explore the potential for sustaine
development partnerships between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana both bilaterally and within tf
CARICOM context. And ththird, to consider ways to leverage the social and cultural proximity between
Trinidad and Tobago, and Guyana.

So now | will ask the Permanent Secretary from the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs to
just give a brief opening remarks. Thank you.
Ms. Toussaint: Thank you. Madam Chair, members of the Joint Select Committee on Foreign Affairs,
members of the viewing public, good afternoon. This enquiry into deepening existing ties and facilitatil
new linkages between the Republic of Trinidad elmayo and th€o-operativeRepublic of Guyana is
taking place at a time when the relations between the two countries have been intensified. Recently tt
has been growing interest in the public domain in the relationship which has been characterized by
operatiorbilaterally and in the context of regional group such as the Caribbean community of which botl
countries are founding members. The links between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana are at t
government busi ness anahdtherexplompteroopdxpardsion ahdedgepaningaoin d
ties continue with firm and demonstrable commitments on both sides in this regard. It is hope Madat
Chair, me mber s, that todayds meeting woulpd i nf
Thank you.
Madam Chairman: Thank you so much PS Toussaint. Now, could we have brief opening remarks from
the Deputy Permanent Secretary.
Mr. Ali: Thank you, Madam Chair, and good afternoon to your Committee members and all of my
colleagues pregerirtually. It gives me great pleasure to be here today with you all on behalf of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to engage in this enquiry into deepening the existing ties and facilitat
new linkages between the Republic of Triniddd abago and th€o-operativeRepublic of Guyana by
this Joint Select Committee on Foreign Affairs.

In the Caribbean region, food security continues to be recognized as a major challenge and t
impact of COVID19 and its associated semtonomic fall @t brought to the fore issues regarding
accessibility to healthy, nutritious food and disruptions to productivity and global chain supplies. Th
Caribbean region faces a myriad of challenges toward improving the competitiveness and sustainabilit
the aricultural sector. Collectively, the food import bill continues to rise as investment in agriculture an
food production has been on the decline due to high trade costs, the impacts of climate change and barr
to interregional trade. In recognitiohthose challenges, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
has attempted to collaborate and foster enhanagxerationwith theCo-operativeRepublic of Guyana
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and this is expected to serve as the vehicle for advaropegationn this regal.

In 2013, Madam Chair, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Republic
Trinidad and Tobago and tGe-operativeRepublic of Guyana concerning ¢b@perationn the area of
food security and then more recently in 2022, May 2022, another Memorandum of Understanding w
signed between the two Republics on renewed and ent@opedation Following the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding on renewedeahdncedo-operatiorthe Ministry of Agriculture, Land
and Fisheries in July, 2022, participated as part of the Trinidad and Tobago delegation to Guyana seekir
action areas of the MOU which related to food security. Itis out of that engagemé&niythas/Trinidad
and Tobago food development plan was subsequently drafted and which identifies eight priority areas
co-operatiorand collaboration between both countries.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries is actively pursuing trégeapas with current
focus on coconuts and rice through a jointly established Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana technical task for
on the promotion of bilateral agricultural trade and development. This task force is comprised of technic
officers from bdt countries and has met on two occasions in January and February of 2023 and it i
mandated to facilitate the exchange of technical support, capacity building, commercéaitkrcross
investment, as well as to review and revise the Trinidad and Tolyaga/esh agricultural trade produce
and forest products trade protocol signed in 2009.

It is noted that improved lines of communication between the competent authorities at the Ministry
of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries in both countries has ra@suhliednutually beneficial resolution of a
number of agricultural tradelated matters. Currently 26 primary agricultural commodities have been
approved for importation from Guyana. These include: vegetables, fruits and lumber products. It |
thereforeenvisaged that continued collaboration in the areas of agricodyeiatiorand development
between officials of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and counterparts in Guyana and throu
the work of the task force will create opporemitor the development of our agriculture sector and the
deepening of ties with tlm-operativeRepublic of Guyana.

Madam Chair, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries team looks forward to participating
in todayds enqui ttygrespandtoanyquestionsshattyaur Carhniteempay have and
to make available any written submissions as may be required toward deepening the existing ties
facilitating new linkages between the two Republics. Thank you.

Madam Chairman: Thank you bth, PS and Deputy PS for your introductions. This will be a very
interesting session, | am sure. You know, because as | listen and as a person who has grown up in the
of the CARICOM era and hearing about how many things we should be doing &8MCARIGaIso
recognizing how much we have not done in spite of the fact that we have the desire, for whatever reas
wei [Technical difficliitidgnk that we would do as CARICOM, many of them have not yet been done for
different reasons. To hear that ad, for instance, in the MOU in 2013 and then you had to put a revised
MOU in 2022, | would wonder what were the reasons why they did not happen or the things that you agre
to happening between 2013 and 2022 did not happen in the way they shoatd.aBot\ery happy that

we are in a situation where COVID has come, our economies rocking and we have so many areas that
could cooperate on. Probably it is the time that when things will, let us say, speed up probably. In tf
season and this time you think that is what will happen Ministries of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries? Do to you think we will be able to speed it up at this time? Yes, we v
be able to?

Ms. Toussaint: Madam Chair, if | may start. Thaou once again. | believe that the relationship between
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana has been, traditionally, to start with, a good one. We are two sovere
states in a community of nations within the Caribbean community all striving towards tyygesain
benefits for our respective countries and each other. Because as | have heard it said, one country pros
the whole region will benefit from that good happening to one country.
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Over the years | cannot explain why there may have beemndet@ysmentation and setbacks,
however, recently | think we have found public commitment by both Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana t
advance the relationship, to intensify engagement and the most recent such commitment was the rene
and enhancezb-operaion that was signed last year. And just to show that there has been advancement o
this particular agreement, a bilateral commission has been established and we were charged with hav
meeting within three months of the first quarter of this year.

Internally in Trinidad and Tobago we have had our discussions and we have been seeking to confi
a date for the bilateral commission to meet, hopefully in the first week of May with Guyanath&e it is
has been a lot of impetus towards getting thongs guickly and | think because of the political will that
has been displayed by the Heads of Government of both countries, the technocrats are charged w
advancing what has been agreed within productive time frames.

Madam Chairman: Thank you very much. Going back a little though in terms of Ministry of Foreign and
CARICOM Affairs, can you provide an overview of the relationship wi@othgerativeRepublic of
Guyana, because at least | know that we have had times when thiws Veny lgood, times when things

have slacked off a bit, what is the overview and what is happening right now? Who will answer?

Ms. Toussaint: | will start and my colleagues will perhaps add to what | have last, inserted. Thank you
Madam Chair. Gendyathe relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana over the years has
been a good one, right. At some point there may not have been as warm interaction as perhaps one w
like. However over the years we have had a number of agreemente@naeartathat we have concluded

with each other, which was a clear sign of determination to continue and elevate engagement between |
countries. If I may just perhaps list a couple of them, a few of them?

Madam Chairman: 0 Umm h mm. 0

Ms. Toussaint: The memorandum of understanding on food security which our colleague from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries has mentioned; the framework agreement for deepening
bilateralco-operationbetween Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana and this aaseavbrk agreement; a
memorandum of understanding on eneaxgpperation this came into effect in September, 2018;
memorandum of understanding between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana on renewed antbenhanced
operationwhich was mentioned earlier andrtfteenorandum of understanding on the establishment of
friendlyCo-operativaelationship between the Cities of Port of Spain and Georgetown.

| know that there has been at some point some highlighting of opinions that perhaps differ betwee
the two countrigat different levels. But what | want to emphasize is that at the levels of therdd@sson
in the countries, the Heads of Government, there has been steady interest and active movement towe
intensifying the relationship between the two coun&ies$| think where we are today, particularly with
the most recent agreement it is showing a clear indication of commitment on both sides.

Madam Chairman: Moving forward. Thank you very much. And just one more question. Since the
agreement, the Cahbirgreement in 2015 that talked about the improvement as a bilateral relétions and
what were sonfiel know you gave the things that were signed, memorandum of understanding, et cetere
in the various ardag/ou think has work best during those years in tdrthe co-operationin terms of

the projects that were, let us say, had most success during those years. Which of the areas you had
progress during those years? | know we are going for things like energy and renewed agriculture now,
just a litke looking back, what has been most successful over the years?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. The areas, | think you have mentioned them in
fact, in terms of agriculture, energy and not through, | think formal arrangementsg lbuwéandf culture.

Our people to people contacts have been led quite frankly by the desire to engage at that level. And
other area that we have been able to make some advancement is in the area of bilateral trade as well.
Madam Chairman: Okay, Iwould just like to ask one more question if you as far as foreign and
CARICOM affairs is concerned. In your submission you did say that in August 2022 the Cabinet approv
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inter alia appointment of a commercial attaché at the Trinidad and Tobago HiggsiGorimGuyana.
Following that approval, when did that relevant officer assumed their post in Guyana?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. The person has not yet assumed. There was a recruitmel
process which ended perhaps at the end of lasttgethis year and very séoham sorry | cannot give

you a date, but very soon the person will assume duty in Guyana.

Madam Chairman: All right, thank you. | hand over now to any other member, niember

Mr. Deyalsingh: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. Tigto you, Madam Chair, with your permission to
either the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, or the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.
On May 19 and 20, | believe, 2022, so just about a year ago the hon. Prime Minister Dr. Rowliey and ot
CARI COM member s, Pri me Mini st er s-Inugsimeht Forumande g
Expood. At that meeting | believe the Jagdeo
Caribbean agriculture was discussed. In light of thia/RlUsaine war which is a year and a couple of
months in existence and the fall out on food prices, wheat shortages and so on, if we can be told what
come out a year later of this agreement that Heads of CARICOM would have signed on to in Guyana
Mayl19' and 26, 2022. Anyone, agriculture?

Madam Chairman: Agriculture.

Mr. Ali:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and to the member for his question. | think just in my
opening | may have just at least hinted at the response to this. Essemiiadi\gut of that meeting that

the hon. Minister had referred to, there is an-pigirity area food development plan which came as a
result out of that meeting. And those eightpriority areas has spanned areas such as, aquaculture, rice, h
resource agreprocessing and food distribution, livestock product, shale house and coconuts and the
technical task force and corn and soyajfisougnber eight, is corn and soya.

So | believe, Madam Chair, that these particular current areas of focus reathfatl diignment
with what the member is asking in terms of addressing the issue or the issues that have arose as a res
that international war in Ukraine and the fall out that is going to happen as a result of it. Minister | do nc
know whether onot you want us to expand, if you do want us to expand | would indicate so
Mr. Deyalsingh: Yes. So, Madam Chair, through you to the Deputy, is that the Deputy PS speaking, ye:s
Madam Chairman: It is the Deputy PS.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Yeah. GreatSo the eight priority areas under the MOU you called them out, could you
give me and the members of the public, listening and viewing, some sense of any tangible benefits as
Has there been any produce coming across here and vice versa?

Mr. Ali: Yesi so, Madam Chair, thanks very much again for the-fgllgwestion Minister and the short
answer to your question is, yes. There are some tangible benefits not necessarily in terms of the exat
that you have given but | would ask my technical advispMieGrimes to give you a couple of examples

of some of the tangible benefits that have happened under, at least a couple of the project compliments.
Mr. Grimes.

Mr. Grimes: Thank you DPS. Madam Chair, through you we have started actual ehgatieog
Guyanese counterparts with respect to a number of activities and points of focus mentioned by DPS.
for example, in the area of coconuts we have received 5,000 coconut seeds in the month of February wt
was part of one of the areas gifteds, those coconuts were gifted to us by the Government of Guyana as
we seek to revitalize and modernize our local coconut industry. We have received those coconuts and
have actually started to grow them out with the intention of sharing thatahtdugidad and Tobago

to our coconut farmers.

In addition to that, one of the areas that we have been looking at is the area of rice production. Eve
though Guyana is a large producer of rice and a rich exporter of rice we have significartzhereages t
previously cultivated with rice production and over the years we have actually decreased and declined ir
rice production and we took the opportunity to engage with respect to technical support and also in tt
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provision of rice seeds. So thisryge proposed to actually increase our local rice production by 1,500
acreages and a programme has started where we have actually engaged the farmers who were once
cultivation of rice to again focus on rice production. And we are in the proeeswioiy approximately

91 tonnes of rice seed for this particular rice season commencing in June.

We are also looking at in relation to the traditional rice varieties, we have been looking at also t
aromatic rice varieties which include thingshgkBasmati and Jasmine Rice. Those are aromatic varieties.
So that is in the area of rice production. And we have also had some discussion with respect to the are
corn and soya, where our Guyanese counterparts have indicated that they areghtwinocoéase the
production of corn and soya, two key commodities with respect livestock and animal feed, import lare
guantities of that. And therefore we are looking to see how local investment can be facilitated to partn
with Guyanese counterpans/estors/producers so that we can actually tap in, being able to access corn
and soya from Guyana.

So those are just examples of where we have started already and are currently looking, our techr
expert with respect to livestock and also the aagaaculture are poised to have engagement with respect
to determining projects of mutual benefit that we can work towards increasing our local production @
aquaculture species and livestock production.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Thank you very much, Chair. ydu would permit me a follewp question, Madam

Chair. Well, first of all congratulations on the work being done on coconuts and rice. Just a question
aquaculture. Would that include shrimp farming per chance?

Mr. Grimes: Yes. Through you, Madama@hto respond to the member, the aquaculture technical experts
are determining the particular species that they would like to actually follow through with. Shrimp is one
the commodities that they are looking at because of the expertise and expéeienseof shrimp
production across in Guyana. So that is one of the products that they will be looking at, a possibility.
2.30 p.m.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Madam Chair. | promise this is my last fellpw | thank you for the indulgence, but as

you said tlsiis a very exciting topic. So you opened the door to all these questions. Last question. Is the
any possibility for Trinidad and Tobago to provide technical assistance or other assistance to Guyana?
far | have been hearing about the flow froma@ayo Trinidad, whether it is technical assistance or tangible
product. Is there any opportunity for migration of technical expertise from here in any field to Guyana?
Mr. Ali: Madam Chair, through you, to the member, just to clarify, is that texdsmétahce reciprocation

you are referring to, specifically in respect of agriculture? Because in other aspects of trade and energ
cetera, Trinidad and Tobago has the potential to be able to offer that technical reciprocation. But if you ¢
speciically asking about agriculture, then that opportunity has not yet arisen. We have nt afforded

Mr. Deyalsingh: Okay.

Mr. Ali: fi to put that on the table.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Yes. Through you, Madam Chair, it was in relation specifically to agrioutura\es
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries here. So thank you. So | got the answer. Yeah? Thanks a lot ¢
congratulations on the progress you have made thus far. Very good.

Madam Chairman: Any questions from any other member? Okay. The questidres adrer to the
Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs or to the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries. Okay.
The Ministeii | think it was the Deputy PS, you talked about the task force that has been set up with
determining the areas faroperaion and you said so far | think you have met twice, that task force, did |
hear correctly?

Mr. Ali:  Yes, Madam Chair, that is correct. The task force has met already for the months of January a
February 2023 thus far.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Could yogive us an idea of who are the representatives of Trinidad and
Tobago at that task force?
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Mr. Ali: Thank you, Madam Chair. The representatives from Trinidad and Tobago on that task force i
Minister Avinash Singh.

Madam Chairman: Any technical persons?

Mr. Ali: Yes. Our representative on the task force in the technical aspect is the Chief Technical Officer
the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Dr. Simone Titus.

Madam Chairman: Okay. And you said you have already got some succtesses ofi progress within

the Committee. You have like timelines for the areas that you are going to be working on? You have ¢
like plan as yet for that, for how this task force is going to operate and what are the specific goals you
trying to reach

Mr. Ali: Yes, Madam Chair. | will ask Mr. Grimes to give you a summary.

Mr. Grimes: Yes. Madam Chair, the technical task force really has been established as a technical worki
group and though the respective Ministers of Agriculture, LandrerdBEisom both countries head that
particular grouping. The technical task force is supported by a technical subcommittee comprising a ct
technical officer and other key technical officers within the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries fror
both countries. So, for example, we will have our Director of Research, we will also have the officer wi
respect to trade in fresh commodities of crops
meet with their technical counterpart®tklat particular areas where we can actually help improve trade
relations between both countries.

So, we have as part of our team today, Mr. Kishore Ragbir and Kishore has, for example, been working v
his counterparts in Guyana to update our protacotrdde in fresh commodities which was signed
previously in 2009, and being in 2023, there is need for updating of the protocol. He has been meeting v
his counterpart with respect to working together to update the protocol which will then be laptreved
technical committee. So that is an example of the type of work that is being done by the technical task fo
with respect to facilitating trade in fresh produce and also livestock products.

Madam Chairman: Okay. So on task force you have Minaft Agriculture, Land and Food Production.

Do you have arfiysorry, Fisheries. Do you have any other Ministries involved on that task force, for
instance trade, for instance | do not know who else? | am just asking: Is that the only Ministry? Yeah?
Mr. Grimes: No. We also have a representative from the Ministry of Trade and Industry being a ke
partner, a collaborator, with respect to the trade matters that we will be addressing through the task forc
Madam Chairman: Okay. It was postulated thhisttask force would facilitate the exchange of technical
support. You have any areas that you have considered at this point in time for exchange?

Mr. Ali: Madam Chair, | apologize. We did not get your entire question. Could you please repeat?
Madam Chairman: The task forde it was said that this task force would have been responsible for
facilitating the exchange of technical support between, | suppose, the two countries. Now you did say
far as member Deyalsingh talked about, we talkededimical support going from Guyanaell things

going from Guyana to Trinidad and Tobago. Have you identified any areas of technical support you wot
like to see exchanged between the two countries?

Mr. Ali: Madam Chair, | will ask Mr. Ragbir teetdks question.

Mr. Ragbir: Yes. Thanks, Deputy PS. Madam Chair, the technical person that | am liaising with in Guyan
the NPPO contact poiittbecause | am the NPPO contact point in Trinidad here. So the NPPO contact
point in Guyana is Mr. Brian 8e@ho is the Chief Plant Protection Officer there. So Mr. Brian Sears and

| will have a lot of communication back and forth, telephone calls, emails, and Zoom meetings as well tt
sometimes Mr. Grimes will be involved in. So we do have communicatiberans exchange of
information on a regular basis on trade matters, on international standards for movement of agricultul
produce, import permit conditions, all these technical things which involves the back and forth moveme
of agricultural produdeetween the two countries. So Mr. Brian Sears and |, who are the relevant NPPO
contract points, we do have a lot of communication back and forth and there is exchange of information.
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Madam Chairman: Okay. | would like to ask one other question in teftie functioning of this task
force and even seeing things go forward. Now many times we start things and we start very well but we
bottlenecks along the way and | am talking generally, have you considered all the areas that you would re
to beworking together? Like you talked about trade being on this task force. | would imagine that thing
that will have to lie you are working at one level, you are cooperating at another level and you would nee
to have things agreed to by the different tciesn have you all worked those things out in terms of how
that task force is going to bring to bear the activities in either country so that you will get the responses
quickly as possible or the actions as quickly as possible?

| may not be making ®if clear, but what | am saying is that you are working at a level, say
technically, but then you would need like things to have approval at a certain level, and you are talking at
things like food production that you want be doing as quickly akepogsibare talking about, for instance,
bringing the plans to Trinidad and Tobago, making sure that those things happen and go smoothly so tl
when they come to Trinidad and Tobago it does not meet a block that something would not happen het
We areadlking food production, we are talking making sure that we can get these things done as quickly
possible. | am just asking if you have the necessary levalparfatiorof the level of the task force in
terms of moving forward.
Mr. Ali: Thank yowagain, Madam Chair, for the question. | mean in a nutshell answer to your question,
want to believe that the answer is yes. The task force and the structure of the task force, and the leader
of the task force in terms of the two Ministers, thukdgrhave facilitated in any attempts to resolve issues
that have been brought to the fore of the task force. That being said, as the task force tackles individ
problems or individual issues that arise on a case by case basis, thus far thenetesmsdygahprogress,
and the obstacles or the stumbling blocks, as you may refer to it, we have successfully managed to overc
these in a reasonable time frame.
Now | hear you using the wdrshmedquimek| ydhethed | ly ¢
best adjective to use. But, we are trying at the task force level and the technical level to be as efficier
possible because sometimes things have a process to take that takes a little longer than what would id
be desired. Unfortunatetlgey have to go through those necessary steps and those necessary protocols
order to get there. | would like to give the example or | would like Mr. Grimes to actually give the exampl
if you will permit me, just to speak for a couple seconds aghm abconuts that we received as a gift
from Guyana and the process that was involved between receipt of those coconuts and some of t
procedures that had to take place before they were able to be put into the stage that it is in now.
Mr. Grimes: Yes. Madam Chair, again, because of the relationship that has been developed between tl
two technical officers as described by my associate, Mr. Ragbir, they were able to quickly identify cocor
actually is a commodity that for the first time that weetralg having coconuts moving ciosder in
terms of seedlings or seeds for planting. And therefore, the technical requirements and the research nee
to be done in order to facilitate movement in terms of pests and disease and what we nebdftoréreat i
it comes when it comes here, all these things were worked out within a very short space of time because
coconuts were actudllyve agreed in December that we were going to actually make the movement of the
coconuts before the end of February.
So a lot of activities had to take place between the two technical parties on either side to facilitate f
coconuts arriving in good stead and being able to leave the ports with all the inspections required and g
our research facility and to be dsthéd in the nurseries. So there is a very practical and tangible example
of what would have transpired based on this new and enhanced relationship and theptepbratiah
that is taking place between both countries.
Madam Chairman: Thank you fothat answer and | think you hit the nail on the head. Because what |
was talking about is making sure that all the pathways are cleared and all the processes for approval, et c
are done to make sure that we get as much as we can done witstdifeasgpossible. And Deputy PS
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| heard you, at least | saw something being said 25 per cent of the food imports, the 25 by 2025 that
want to reduce the food imports. | was not too sure if it is Caricom or if it is still Trinidad and Tobago by
2025. It is in that context | was talking about quickly. So it was not that | was saying you should rusl|
anything, but in the context of the 25 per cent decrease knowing that where we are at now in terms of ¢
food imports. Any comments on that, on they280257?

Mr. Grimes: Madam Chair, for those who are not aware, Caricomfagi@sdnitiative, it is an initiative

where Caricom has agreed that we would try to reduce our food imports into the region by 25 per cent, a
in order to do so a number of &ittes and steps need to be taken. Each country as an individual part of
the sum will in turn and in fact try to see how best we can reduce our imports by a similar percentage of
per cent. And therefore, we would have identified certain commatitiése & one of them that we are
looking at to increase our local production. Once we can sustainably increase our local production, tr
that will allow us the opportunity to reduce the imports with justification because we can in fact supply wh
we equired. And same goes along with respect to vegetable production, things that we may be produc
seasonally if we look at applying technology that will allow us to produce all year round, will allow us
produce in the volumes and quality that isrestjui

So we are looking to address those things from a local point of viGw-eptrativly as a region with
respect to example corn and soya which we spoke about previously. That is something that we import i
the region into very large volunaeg] if we can work together regionally by havinglmodsr investment
opportunities in the countries that can grow large volumes base on their land, size and available acre:
then we can actually as a region reduce our requirement to import thexbtiesnmio the region.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you. Is any other member have any questions?

Mr. Manning: Yes. Madam Chair, through ffou

Madam Chairman: Member Manning.

Mr. Manning:fi Article Il of the Memorandum of Understanding on the estabdéint of friendl\Co-
operativaelations between the City of Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, and the City of Georgetown
Co-operative Republic of Guyana outlines the functions and responsibilities of the parties under the MOL
What initiatives haveeen taken thus far under the seven areas of mutual concerns and interests highlighte
in that MOU?

Madam Chairman: PS, Foreign and CARICOM Affairs.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, thank you for the question from
the merber. But in terms of theoc-operationbetween the cities, unfortunately | do not have that
information with me. | will have to obtain it from the relevant office. | am just adding that this was done
at the level of the cities, by the Mayor of Port aiinSpr example, and his counterpart from Georgetown.
So | do not have that information but | can ob
Mr. Manning: Okay. Would greatly appreciate that. Thank you. | have another question. Trinidad an
Tobagoand Guyana are founding members of the association of Caribbean state or ACS. Having joine
the regional body along with the Caricom neighbours in 1994, the focal areas of the ACS include disa:
risk production, sustainable tourism, trade and transporvhat extent have Trinidad and Tobago and
Guyana been able to collaborate under the auspices of the ACS in any of these four issue areas?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you. Madam Chair, through you, under the association of Caribbean&tates the
operatiorcomes as a general effort under the umbrella of the association. To say that Trinidad and Toba
and Guyana have been cooperating bilaterally under the ACS I think is not necessacbtydpmnetiien

is undertaken under the ACS, but as a regionaapprg the challenges that have been singled out to be
addressed. Thank you.

Madam Chairman: Can | have a followp question to it? Member Manning you go ahead?

Mr. Manning: Yes. Sorry, yes one more. The submission highlighted an average success rate of 57
cent for Caricom members state initiatives aimed at reaching their 25 by 2025 commitments. | know y
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had mentioned that earlier, Madam Chair. What are Trinidddoahda god6s 25 by 025
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana respective success rates; what ways could the two countries collabc
to boost their success at reaching their respective targets?

Madam Chairman: Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.

Mr. Ali:  Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you member for the question. Unfortunately, | do not have
that data in front of me at the moment. So | will commit it to providing the Committee with a response ir
writing for that information that is requested.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you. Member Manning are you through?

Mr. Manning: Yes. That s it for me, Madam Chair. Thank you.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Back to theoc-operationthat member Manning was asking about, the
Association of Caribbean Stategist wondered about fhevhat are the areas, the focal points that you

all have agreed on in terms of working together on, jointly working together on? What areas have Trinic
and Tobago agreed with Guyana and the other ACS countries and Carit@s toterms of jointly
cooperating on?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, member. The broad areasdoperatiorunder the ACS are with respect to
transportation, tourism, trade and external relations, those are the three mains areas.

Madam Chairman: Disager | think was one of them also? Disaster risk reduction.

Ms. Toussaint: That is right. Disaster reduction is one. Yes, Madam Chair, that is it.

Madam Chairman: Okay. The question is: Could you tell us fadamean things like disaster risk
reducion that is a very important area. Has there been any progress along any of those areas and specifi
as it relates to disaster risk reduction between Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago as a resultof this ACS
operatiof?

Ms. Toussaint: Madam Chair, laiterallfi

Madam Chairman: No.

Ms. Toussaintfi no.

Madam Chairman: Okay.

Ms. Toussaint: But generally under the Association of Caribbean States there have beeh ihdiatives
sorry | cannot name them specifically now, but there have been indiatives benefit for membership

in the various areas, the Association seeking out partners for technical assistance for countries in that
and in others. But bilaterally under thefA@$may ask my colleague to add something please.

Madam Chairman: Yes.

Mrs. Griffith: Good afternoon Chair and members. In the context of the ACS there has also been
provision of training for member states in disaster risk management. So a lot of what has happened in a|
from setting targets for how the regiolh esponse to disasters and receive support from member states,
there has also been training of technical officers in the respective disaster response agencies for hoy
manage disasters as well as in disaster prevention.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you so much for that answer. | will now go about to in terms of
sustainable development between Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago. Caribbean Development Fund
established pursuant to Article 158 of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramasifposbeop providing
financial and technical assistance to disadvantaged countries, regions and sectors, to reduce the dispse
arising from the participation of member states of Caricom, Caricom Single Market and the Econorr
(CSME). Has Trinidad and dago and Guyana collaborated on any development initiatives under of
auspices of the CDF?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. Not to my knowledge, Madam Chair. There has been no sucl
collaborating under of the CDF between the two countries.

Madam Chairman: Okay. And do you know why that has been? Was it that it was not necessary or i
just did not happen?
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Ms. Toussaint: Madam Chair, | honestly could not say what would be the reason for that, whether it sei

out to function that way. | am notteen why that would not have happened.

Madam Chairman: Okay. What do you see as the areas that going forward that Trinidad and Tobago

| know we are collaborating on many areas now. In terms of sustainable development, what are the ar

you think that finidad and Tobago and Guyana specifically should be focusing on? Yes, | know we hav

talked about agriculture, and yes | know we will be talking about energy and stuff like that at another tin

but what would you recommend that both countries ensttkethare making efforts in terms of making

the areas that we are developing on sustainable? Yes, that is my question.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. | will ask Director Wharton to take us this question please.

Ms. Wharton: Thank you PermaneSecretary, and good afternoon Madam Chair and good afternoon to

all our members and viewing public. With regard to the sustainable developmertokiia¢eadion

between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, we have a number of areas that we afer postamcg

with trade, with energy as you have noted, and agriculture, anctoulpaatiorand tourism. The focus

on cultural diplomacy is one that both countries share and we are actively pursuing the engagement bot

terms of tourism, the tasm product in Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, and catimaération

between both countries.

Madam Chairman: Could you just expand a bit on the cultter@lperatioras to what has been happening

in that area?

Ms. Wharton: Sure. So the number oéas that have been identified by our Ministry of Tourism, Culture

and the Arts for collaboration in the cultural sector, and this includes training in steel pan technolog

institutional strengthening, teaching of masquerade dance, the setting igmaf eegatry for artists and

cultural workers similar to what we have here in Trinidad and Tobago that is a repository for our artists a

cultural workers and that serves enhance their ability to provide services both within Trinidad and Toba

and witlin the region.

3.00 p.m.

So there is a move to use this as an example for Guyana in particular. And the National Steel Symph

Orchestra of Trinidad and Tobago, promotion of steel bands through demonstration and performance.
In terms of tourismpossible areas of collaboration include planning and development for the

tourism sector, research and exchange of data and information on tourism planning and development ¢

the transfer of knowledge and information on product development as it peraimsin sites and

attractions. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Madam Chairman: Thank you so much and | think we can probably develop those discussions as we

meet with the Ministry of Tourism because we will be meeting them, | think next month. Thank you ver

much for your answers.

And there was one other area with the collaboration between the CARICOM Private Sector Organizatio

In your submission, you indicated that the MTF on food production, that is from Guyana and food securit

working with the CPSO $i&entified 19 potential investment opportunities which in effect would have an

import replacement potential of between US 850 million to 1.2 billion per annum with the Ministry of

Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. Right. But can the Ministry provide uleelvat is expected benefits to

Trinidad and Tobago from this initiative? So we are asking about any further discussions on that. Paragr

one page 24 in your submission. Trying to go back to it now.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair, for theestion. In terms of an actualmean there is

potential. You mentioned a particular sum but beyond that, | do not think we can be any more specific

this time unless there is more data that is available. If my colleague can add please, Madam Chair.

Mrs. Griffith: Good afternoon, everyone. Because the estimates have been provided at the level of

region because it is within the ambit of the Caricom food security agenda, most of the dollar value estime

are for region or for the sector or fortwalar commodities but not as to how much value would be accrued
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per member states.

Madam Chairman: Okay. All right. Thank you very much. | have one more question. Any other Member
is passing any questions? Okay, there is a question on thbahatiecérns the agreements with the

this is now for the Ministry of Agriculture. Article Il of the MOU on food security provides for the
programmes and activities envisioned under the MOU. The information communicated by the Ministry c
AgricultureLand and Fisheries and the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs also addressed the 201
MOU on food security. In the written submission to the Committee, there is an indication that you did no
have much there has not been notified of any developmiéimtespect to access by Trinidad and Tobago
investors to agricultural lands in Gugiana

Ms. Elcock: Madam Chairman, | am so sorry but it seems that we have lost the Ministry of Agriculture fol
a moment, | am not seeing their feed up on the screenlldoyl twicontact them.

Madam Chairman: Okay, that is true. While we wait on them, can | just asked the Ministry of Foreign
and CARICOM Affairs one more question and that is in relation to the diplomatic relations between botl
countries? The High Comsian for Guyana to Port of Spain was formally established in 2017 and the
Trinidad and Tobago High Commission in Georgetownwase a b | i shed t wo years
High Commission in Port of Spain was closed and succeeded by the Consuidterd2acember 31

2020 and you said that this did not represent a weakening in the bilateral relationship. However, the ques
is: Is the Trinidad and Tobago High Commission in Georgetown fully staffed and resources in line with tt
growing importace of the already historically strong bilateral ties between the two countries? That is th
first question.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. The High Commission for Trinidad and Tobago in
Georgetown that has the hotrased staff required, thatthise members of staff who are posted to Guyana

to serve at the High Commission. We are in the process of recruiting what we refer to as locally recruit
staff to support that work being done by the hbased staff and of course, we await theugtatie
assumption of the attaché who was mentioned

Madam Chairman: Hopefully soon.

Ms. Toussaint: Hopefully soon, yes, that is right. And | think perhaps our note indicated that we do not
view the change in status of the representation of Guyana in$mainods a change or weakening in the
relationship or a cooling of interest because you will recall that since then, it seems as if the relations
intensified.

Madam Chairman: Improved.

Ms. Toussaint: And not that one was the reason for the othethlené has been that intensifying like to

use that word because it is not just an improvement that people are pleasant to each other but things
happening as mentioned previously. The fact that Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago attended tt
energy anference this year in Guyana, attended the expo in May last year, the state visit by the Presider
Guyana in Trinidad and Tobago last August and also his attendance at the second installment of the £
Investment Forum and Expo. These are tangibiynk bits of evidence of an intensifying of the
relationship, Madam Chair.

Madam Chairman: Okay. And one final question before | get to Ministry of Agriculture. You had
mentioned that or at least | am not too sure. You did submit something in yemdaggs. The Article

IV of the framework agreement for the deepening of biletepératiorbetween the Government of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government GfctoperativeRepublic of Guyana, as well as

the MOU between the Governmef the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago andCihreperativeof the
Republic of Guyana on renewed and enharteegerationspeaks to the establishment of a high level
bilateral commission. Has that commission already been established?

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes, the commission has been established and the Trinida
and Tobagobds side has reached out to Guyana wi
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Madam Chairman: Up to date.

Ms. Toussaint: That is right.

Madam Chairman: Okay, fine, you could say that. Okay, right. Has there been any challenges in term:
of the establishment of such a commission?

Ms. Toussaint: None that has been drawn to my attention, Madam Chair.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you very much. Memberstremee any other questions from the
Committee for the Ministries? Okay, well | will continue. To the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
Has there been any development on the Article 3(1)(a) and (b) regarding the leasing of lands in Guyana:
private investors of Trinidad and Tobago for agricultural production? Are you aware of what is happenir
with that?

Mr. Ali: Madam Chairheanks very much for the question and firstly let me apologize if the Members and
yourself noticed that we were tenapily disconnected. We had an electrical surge in the vicinity and all of
the building shut down and we had to get back online. So apologies for that.

Madam Chairman: Okay.

Mr. Ali: So we are aware of the questions that you have asketbantately, there are not any tangible
updates to be provided at this time in terms of progress in that matter regarding the leasing of lands
Guyana, but there are several inherastwith any leases or anything to do with property, there are several
inherent issues that need to be resolved prior to the execution of a lease and therefore at the technical I
there is still some discussion happening between the two Republics in terms of the lands that were origin
identified and/or designated Bylyana and the suitability/desirability by potential lessees of Trinidad and
Tobago. So | cannot give further detail on that, just to say that, you know, discussions on that continue &
ongoing.

Madam Chairman: Okay. All right. Thank you very muchyour response. Now, | do not have any
further questions for either Ministries. Members, do you have any other questions? Okay, no oth
guestions. Well I would just like to thank the members from the Ministries. The members of the team frol
the Minstry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and the members of the team from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.

Before we go, do you have any questions for us in any other things that we may not have covered in
guestions and you would likerttorm the public about this very important areas that we are talking about
here? Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, anything that we have not touched on that you woulc
like to inform the public about.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair. Omeain which Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana have
been not so much a direct and overt collaboration between the countries but through which both countri
have been benefiting is under the i mplementat:i
nationals have been applying for skills certificates and they have been granted and | think that with t
expansion of categories, that exchange can only grow to the benefit | think of both countries, with expand
opportunities for work, for business aadrhovement of services as well. So | just wanted to add that.
Thank you.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Great. | know there is a recent statement made by the Prime Minister of
Guyana saying that you know Trinidad had been very good to Guyanese imttexrpastfithat same

thing, in terms of employment but he was calling the Guyanese back home, he is probably calling so
Trinidadians back home too, back to Guyana for employment in certain areas. So | am glad to hear tf
that there was greatoperaion in terms of the CSME. Thank you very much for that information.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, do you have anything that we may not have covered a
you would like to inform us and the public about it?

Mr. Ali: Thank you, Madam Chair. No, at this point in time, | think we have raised the issues that wi
intended to raise today and therefore | would just like to thank you for the opportunity to have done so tht
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far.

Madam Chairman: Okay. So as we have no furtipgestions, | would just like to thank you all very much
for coming and informing us and the public about what is happening in this very importaicbarea of
operatiorbetween th€o-operativeRepublic of Guyana and the Republic of Trinidad and Tob#ggo in
areas that you are responsible for. We will be having another public hearing next month in other areas
trade and tourism, et cetera. So | just want to thank you all very much for your submissions and we
expect for the areas that you saidwitiigive us further information on, the Secretariat will be following
up with you on those areas. So once again, thank you.

Ms. Toussaint: Thank you, Madam Chair and Members. Good afternoon.

Mr. Ali: Thank you very much, Madam Chair and to memb#rs Glommittee and to my colleagues at
Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. Good afternoon to everyone.

Madam Chairman: Okay, thank you.

Meeting adjourned at 3.17 p.m.
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UNREVISED VERBATIM NOTES OF THE ELEVENTH VIRTUAL
MEETING OF THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
AFFAIRS HELD (IN PUBLIC) ON WEDNESDAY , MAY 17, 2023, AT 1.36

P.M.

PRESENT
Mrs. Maria DillorRemy ViceChairman
Mr. Rodney Charles Member
Ms. Shamfa Cudjoe Member

ABSENT
Mrs. Paul&opeeScoon Chairman
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh Member
Mr. Brian Manning Member
Mr. Anil Roberts Member
Ms. Donna Cox Member
Ms. Sharla Elcock Secretary
Ms. Renee Batson Assistant Secretary
Mr. Justin Jarrette Graduate Research Assistant
Ms.Katharina Gokool Graduate Research Assistant

MINISTRY OF TRADE AN D INDUSTRY

Mr. Randall Karim Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ms. Vindra Singh Trade Analyst

Ms. Kriyaa Balramsingh Senior Trade Specialist

Ms. Rugayyah Scott Associate Professional

MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND ENERG Y INDUSTRIES
Mrs. Penelope Bradshaiiles Permanent Secretary
Ms. Karinsa Tulsie Deputy Permanent Secretary
. Director, Energy, Research and
Mr. Timmy Baksh Planning Division

MINISTRY OF TOURISM, CULTURE AND THE ART S

Mrs. Simond&horneMora Quinones Permanent Secretary
Mr. Tej Ramlogan Director, Culture

Mr. Keon Francis Cultural Officer Il

Mr. Brian Gift Tourism Advisor I

[Recording bggins
Madam Chairmanii of Guyana and we started a public meeting last month. We had the meeting in April
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and at that time we had Ministries presenting, and this time, today, we will be having three of the Ministr
presenting today. So this meeting is being recorded aethi isroadcast on Parliament Channel 11, and
al so Parliament RadiYouTub&BannglRarlveewvitl betddne at &later datea me n

For the participants who are here, just advising that the comment should be made through the Ch:
and when you are speaking you unmute your microphones, and when you are finished speaking that
would mute your microphones. So we welcome personsh&adktirtistry of Trade and Industry, and
would you, Ministry of Trade and Industry, starting with the Permanent Secretary, could you please |
introduce yourselves?

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Thank you very much, members from the Ministry of Trade and Industry. We will
now have the officials from the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, starting with the Permaner
Secretary, could you please introduce yourself and the other membetsah{ou

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Thank you very much, and we also have officials from the Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and the Arts, starting with the Permanent Secretary.

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you very mucham Dr. Maria DillorRemy, | am the Vice Chair of
the Joint Sel ect Committee on Foreign Affairs
members, and we will have the other members introduce themselves.

[Introductions rhade
Madam Chairman Okay. And we will be joined soon by another member, member Cudjoe, and other
members are not here today. We are also supported by the Parliament staff, and you see them here, S
Elcock and Justin, Katharina, and Terriann Baker. So welcomeagmceAad the objectives of this
enquiry are, one, to consider measures implemented to strengthen economic trade and diplomatic relat
between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana; two, to explore the potential for sustainable developme
partnerships betwedrinidad and Tobago and Guyana, both bilaterally and within the CARICOM context;
and three, to consider ways to leverage the social and cultural proximity between Trinidad and Tobago
Guyana. So | will just invite opening remarks from the Permenssiafy of the Ministry of Trade and
Industry.
Mr. Karim: Thank you, Madam Chair, members of this distinguished Committee. As | indicated, | am the
Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade and Industry. Our Permanent Secretary incidents
is currently at a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee which is simultaneously taking place at this tir
But we thank you for the opportunity given to our Ministry to participate in this enquiry on deepening
existing ties and facilitating new linkagegeen the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and thpeZative
Republic of Guyana. Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana are both founding members of Caricom and tl
Caribbean Caricom Single Market and Economy. Guyana is a major trading partner faaritrinidad

Tobago and data from our Centr al Statistical C
export destination within Caricom. Indeed, over the last five years, Guyana has ranked within the top
global destinations for Trinidad andTmgods export s, and we have sec¢

our exports increasing by over 60 per cent.

We are obviously heartened by this export performance and we believe that it provides a very stro
platform in which to deepen ties with GiagaMadam Chair, the Ministry of Trade and Industry is hopeful
that our involvement in this enquiry can provide much needed clarity as may be required, and we lo
forward to working with the Committee to advancing its objectives.

Madam Chairman: Thank yu so much, Mr. Deputy PS. Could we have opening remarks from the
member of the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Ener
and Energy Industries, please?
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Mrs. BradshawNiles: Thank you very much, Madam €hand good afternoon to other members of

the Committee and those of the listening audience. The Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries
responsible for the overall management of the oil, natural gas and mineral sector in Trinidad and Toba
and int hi s regard, serves as the Governmentos |
facilitating new linkages between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago andpbe@ Republic of
Guyana with respect to-operation and collaboration ireas related to the energy sector based on the
energy and diplomacy strategy, and also based on the memorandum of understanding between the
countries on energy sectorageration. As such, the team from the Ministry of Energy and Energy
Industries i©appy to be here today to engage in discussions with this esteemed Committee and to ansv
guestions with respect to this matter. Thank you very much.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you so much. And the Permanent Secretary from the Ministry of
Tourism, Cliure and the Arts, could you give us brief opening remarks. Thank you.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Once again, good day, Madam Chair, members of the Committee, the
listening audience. The identification of the new Ministry, the Ministry of Touligre, & the Arts,
because prior it would have been the Ministry of Tourism and we also had the Ministry of Culture and tt
Arts, byGazettey dated '9September, 2020, presented opportunities for synergy between the sectors. Thi
MTCA, as we are fondly referred to, is responsible for transforming T&T into a premier tourist destinatiol

as wel |l as the devel opment o ftic fbrms. nThrdughdpoliayradd T o
strategic interventions, research, monitoring and evaluated trends, partnering with industries, stakehold
and raising awareness, among other things, to

aware tht tourism and culture contributes significantly to domestic economic activity and as such we a
taking advantage of the synergy of the opportunities for synergies among culture, arts and tourism. We
therefore very honoured to contribute to the d&on of this very important topic today.

Madam Chairman: Okay.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: [Inaudibje

Madam Chairman: Oh. Go ahead.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Trinidad and Tobago has always shared a mutual tdtiviem
relationship with the Gaperative Republic of Guyana and views it as a readily available source marke
Our implementing agency, Tourism Trinidad Limited, is currently crafting strategies to create benefic
linkages between both countries. Our latest numbers, 2022, havéhahawivals from Guyana are
suddenly inching back to gp@ndemic figures. We have visits to friends and relatives accounting for 27.5
per cent, followed by business conventions, 16 per cent, and leisure/beach vacations, 14.5 per cent; anc
nationalcarrier, Caribbean Airlines, currently operates some 17 flights from Trinidad to Guyana and 1
flights from Guyana to Trinidad weekly.

So areas which we will focus, and | guess we will get into further discussion, will be areas such
synergies betweeulture and tourism, festivals, development of-@mergy sector of this economy using
culture and tourism, and we would go further into this late on as well. Yes. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Madam Chairman: Great. Thank you so much for the introdustiodow, we will first start with the
Ministry of Trade and Industry. You did give a bit of an overview about the trade relationships betwee
Trinidad and Guyana in the opening statement. | would just like to ask, have any -tdrilffebaomers
beenidentified which affect the importation of goods from Guyana into Trinidad and Tobago?

Mr. Karim: Madam Chair, the international trade between Trinidad and Tobago and any trading partner
governed by a number of regional and multilateral tradeWitasiespect to importation, there are no
nont ari ff barriers that preclude or prevent Guy
there are, from time to time, trade issues that arise which affect trade, and some of those | will ask |
colleague to outline. We do not see it as danidhbarrier, we see it as the inability of an exporter to meet
whateveCITOand firefightersd sanitary standards t he
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ask Mr. Balramsingh to share ke Iigtt of what some of those are.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you.

Mr. Balramsingh: Thank you. Thank you, DPS. Chair, at a bilateral meeting that we had with Guyana ir
2001, Guyana indicated the inability to trade in live horses and that wasf &x@odarderest to that
country. Both parties, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, have been trying to facilitate the trade in horses ¢
this has to deal wiihit is a veterinary issue to make sure that it is sasesafe and free from diseases,

and a drafagreement to regulate horses, an equine trade, was developed in 2019. This draft agreement
sent to Trinidad and Tobago in 2019 for feedback, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
the line Ministry that was pursuing this matter; Giradrthe Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
may be in the best position to provide an update on that draft agreement. Another issue thatfihe Ministry
Madam Chairman: [Inaudibje

Mr. Balramsingh: Sorry. Chair?

Madam Chairman: No. No. Goahead.

Mr. Balramsingh: Chair, another issue that the Ministry of Trade and Industry is aware of is the
transs hi pment of honey through Trinidad and Tobag
and transhipment of honey is governed bynsovery old legislation believe it is 19865and Guyana

has indicated that it has had problemstogdns p honey through Trinidad
have been significant discussions at the level of the Council for Trade and EconomiceDgviblkaipisn

the COTED, to advance this matter, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and the Ministr
of Trade and Industry have been working together to develop legislation.

At first we tried alternative avenues to maybe get admuastragasures to facilitate the
transshipment, but it was determined that the legislation and regulations were needed. So, the Ministry
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries has developed draft legislation in collaboration with the Ministry of Attorne
Generbdand Legal Affairs. And the Ministry of Trade and Industry participated at a consultation on trade
in honey with the Beekeeper sd ABSEktonkitwaglastoveBko f T
and there is some need for updating that legiskatid the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries may
again be able to speak to the status of that legislation. Thank you, Chair.

Madam Chairman: Okay. So just one follemp question from that; | mean, you all have been in
discussion. | know yoaysyou are looking of updating the legislation but you have been in contact with
the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries about it?

Mr. Balramsingh: [Inaudibje

Madam Chairman: Because if this is something that is significant in terms ohattesy aie well, |

mean, it is trarshipment for honély what exactly are the issues though? Are you awarefof what

Mr. Karim: Madam Chair, if | could elaborate for my colleague, the issue atémadly it was raised at

the regional level since 2012wh shipment of honey was seized that was originating from Grenada, and
at that time it was recognized that our domestic legislation, and in particular section 22 of the Beekeep
and Bee Products Act, did not allow for the importation of honey frognfdestinations. Since 2013

this has been a vdiye issue that has continued to be ventilated at the regional level through COTED and
various organs within Caricom, and Trinidad and Tobago has been urged on a number of occasions
proceed with an ama@ment of our domestic legislation to observe our regional commitments under the
Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas. We are pleased to say that over the last few months, significant prog
has been made, and this is as a result of joint collaboration Hesvivtierstry of Trade and Industry and

the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, in that, | believe, in March of this year, or it may be in Apri
the Cabinet has already approved a draft policy to amend the legislation.

That policy has been distrted to stakeholders within the industry, and as my colleague indicated,
there was a national consultation held last week Wednesday, which we participated and supported, to ap
stakeholders of the need for the amendment of the legislation. Arafttlegyidlation has already been

82



& PARLIAMENT

ot

prepared by the Office of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs, and we are continuing the stakehold
consultation because it is one that is obviously sensitive; it is just a sensitive one to our local beekee,
industy, but it is one that the Ministry of Trade and Industry and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and
Fisheries has committed to addressing in keeping with our, as you mentioned, as you premised to y
guestion, this is something that needs to be resobaagsbet is obviously impeding knégional trade in
respect of honey.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Thank you very much for that answer. | wéisijugbur submission you

talked about the balance of trade between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, you just want to tell us a i
about that? We drelrinidad and Tobago

Mr. Karim: Right. As | idicated in my introduction, Guyana is a major trading partner for Trinidad and
Tobago and has consistently ranked among our top 10 global export destination, but within Caricom it
our largest export destination. Over the period, 2018 to 2022, ots, éxpbrs our total exports, have
increased from TT $2.8 billion in 2018 to $4.5 billion in 2022, so obviously a very significant increase. C
imports range in the vicinity and has remained relatively constant, give or take, you know, slight moveme
in some years, around TT $200 million per annum. So our current trade balance with Guyana is in t
vicinity of currently $4.2 billion in Trinidad
what percentage of that trade is exports gmarig? With respect to Guand remember | indicated that

as of 2022 our exports were around TT$4.5 billion, when you look at the disaggregation of that trade, ¢
norrenergy exports is approximately 1.2 billion of that 4.5 billion. So 1.2, 4.5ahbidi2E per cent of

those exports are n@mergy, and the remaining 2.3 billion is within the energy sector. But like total exports
we have seen n@mergy exports also improve because in 2018 exports were approximately 700 millior
and, as | indicateth 2022, that is now up to $1.2 billion, or just thereabout. So we are seeing a health
improvement and export performance both in total energy, total exports, energy exports, and particula
for us at the Ministry of Trade and Industry -eonargy expts.

Madam Chairman: 0 U +h u mmOkdy. We will talk to the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries
subsequently, but since most of fiowell, the majority of your trade is from Trinidad to Guyana is in the
energy industry, the question is, what willdrapp Guyana increases their energy prodéicbhah®we

will talk about that a little later. Member Charles, | hand over té®gageYou are muted.

Mr. Charles: Thank you very much. Are you hearing me now, Chair?

Madam Chairman: Yeah.

Mr. Charles All right. | take this opportunity, | join with you in welcoming the representatives of the
three Ministries in an important area in terms of our trade relations globally and within Caricom. M
guestion to the Ministry of Trade and Industry initiddhpugh you, Chair, is that whenever we get
information on initiatives and ideas, and whatnot, in terms of facilitating trade, we normally get a list
things. Is there a target percentage or a target quantum that the Ministry of Trade and trdhirsgyy is |
forwards in terms of this relationship with Guyana? We talk about 3.3 billion from the energy sector i
exports and 1.2 billion fromtherem er gy sect or . Now, Guyanads e
economy in this region, do we have getdigure at all to which we could align the activities to see how
they measure up to our expectation of maximizing our trade, our exports, Guyana?

Mr. Karim: Thank you, member.

Mr. Charles: It speaks to targets and it speaks to timelines.

Mr. Karim: Right. Thank you, member. Thatis an excellent question. The Ministry of Trade and Industry
as part of the implementation of its trade policy, has set specific targets for the growth of exports. Our tra
policy is available online and we have sgétsain collaboration with the Trinidad and Tobago
Manufacturer so As s egergpdxponsnn s¢lext camonadiiés.eandahose ara @rgets
that are contained within our trade policy. Now, as it relates to Guyana, as | indicatedeware thave
export levels in energy and +srergy, and, of course, total energy significantly increased up to 4.5 billion,
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and we have done a lot of market research to understand the significant areas of export opportunities.
Mr. Charles: Excellent.

Mr. Karim: We envisage our n@mergy exports going up to 1.5 billion by 2025, which is a 300 million
increase from where we currently are, and those are being supported by a number ofi doguees if
during the deliberations of the Committee we canwltiartae Committee.

Mr. Charles: Thank you very much, and a very good answer in terms of the 1.5 billion increase target thi
you have set for 2025. Is there a conderegioup of individuals in the Ministry of Trade and Industry
who are looking at thmarket research in Guyana? What are the opportunities for growth there and the
opportunities for us, our exporters, maximizing their involvement in the Guyanese development? And, f
example, is our EximBank involved in this comprehensive approats of titmancing those institutions

and those organizations that you have identified who can take advantage of developments in Guyana?
is there a mechaniBnonce there is an identification of a growth area in Guyana, is there a mechanism fo
contactingour manufacturers, our service providers, and whatnot, so there is ongoing dialogue an
incentives being provided to assist them in maximizing their export potential?

Mr. Karim: Yes. Member, that is a great follgmwguestion. The Ministry of Trade and Industry has
within its internal apparatus a trade directorate whose responsibilities include the generation and the rese
for all of our targeted markets. We do on a regular basis, biasedllpas a result af lot of the
automation we have done within the Ministry of our trade processes, spent a lot of significant investmel
in commercializing and really scrutinizing our trade data. We baweshare with you, if you go online

at our Mi ni Istibizligk@amy.stou waald gee fprohe firsh time we have launched a number of
market access tools which we are paying a significant amount of moneys for to allow our busine
community to be able to easily identify target markets, including Guy/aealaa to specify the specific
niche areas and products. So, for example, on our portal there is something called for the ICT, tl
International Trade Centre, Market Access Tools, and we pay over nearly $2million a year on making t
tool freely avaible to members of the business community.

You spoke about the wider apparatus within Government, we do collaborate very closely with th
EximBank and we do collaborate very closely with exporTT, because that is an agency under our Minis
ExporTT is asked with getting exporters to market and helping those exporters to not only capitalize ol
export market opportunities but get them ready for exports. You will be pleased to know that those activiti
are also coordinated very closely with the Tricidadl Tobago Manufacturers?d
recognize governments do not trade, it isfiirinis private sector firms.

Madam Chairman: 0 U#h u mm. 0

Mr. Karim: In 2022, for example, there was a trade and investmentfiniesi@was trade missithrat

was coordinated by the TTMA where the TTMA led 27 companies from Trinidad and Tobago to Guyane
again, to go after specific trade and investment opportunities. There isug fimlission that is planned

forii | believe it is October of this year, theo delegation of Trinidad and Tobago firms, organized by the
TTMAR [Inaudibjé model we prefer to use; let the private sector organize, coordinate, we will provide the
financial support and the business intelligence. And all of those activities, tmen@bera bilateral
commission, a higbvel bilateral commission that was established recently between the Governments c
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, and all of those activities are all going to fall under the ambit ai
somewhat of the supervisiortlod highlevel bilateral commission, where a much more targeted approach
is going to be sought and utilized to allow our exporters to go after specific new export opportunities «
Guyana continues to grow. Because as we see as Guyana continuess toveptitv treckles down to
Guyana, the population becdinbe disposable income of the Guyanese population improves and there
are certain power and the demand for regional goods, including that of Trinidad and Tobago will increa
So a lot of work is beirdpne within the Ministry from a trade and business intelligence perspective,
supported by our trade agencies, exporTT, EximBank, and of course the overall bilateral relationsk
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between both countries to take advantage of those opportunities.

2.05 p.m.

Mr. Charles: Excellent, Madam Chair. You know, | am pleased, as a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago tc
hear that we are hands on in terms of taking advantage of those relationships.

| have two further questions in this regard, and one deals with tloe gdéséi Ministry of Foreign
and CARICOM Affairs. | knew there was an initiative in the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
where, to support the efforts of the Ministry, they used to have foreign service officers, and they creat
complementary tradfficers in the Ministry, in our embassies abroad. Are you aware or do we have trad
officers in our High Commission in Georgetown, and are you in constant communication with them to ge
on-the-ground developments as they arise in terms of trade?

Mr. Karim: | think we are going to do a little better than that in the very near future, because that is :
strategy that has been very successful by a number of countries, putting commercial attachés, comme
officers, as part of their diplomatic preseMoe. will be pleased to know that, and it is in the public domain

as articulated by the Government, that the new Trade and Investment Promotion Agency is in the proce
of being restructured, where we are amalgamating exporTT, InvesTT, and CreativaitTof &e&afp
amalgamation process, the Government has already approved the establishment of commercial offices
series of markets, one of which includes Guyana. So it is in Guyana, Miami, Jamaica, and the appointn
of persons in those markets and m@ntial attachés in South Africa and China, et cetera.

We have already, the Ministry of Trade and Industry that is, we would have advertised thos
positions | believe in February of this year, and we have already recruited persons. We have a comme
attaché that has already been identified for Georgetown that will be going there very shortly. You wol
appreciate that it is little logistical arrangement to put in place because we are seeking to have the comme
office as part of the High Commissif Trinidad and Tobago in Georgetown. Our Ministry is working
very closely with the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs to finalize those logistical arrangements
but that is exactly the vision and the institutional arrangement we are seelengvtochag a futime
dedicated commercial officer and a deputy commercial officer on the ground in Georgetown so that the
is that realime followup of opportunities, and those persons who will be able to work in real time with
the supporting institwns in Port of Spain. So we imagine that by the end of June that person will be base:
in Georgetown:

Mr. Charles: Excellent, excellent. The only suggestion | will have in that regard, is that you give tha
person, whomever he or she may be, tar§etthat they go there, and if the existing trade is 200 million,
your job within 12 months or two years or whatever time frame, is to increase it by 10/20 per cent annua
so that there is a constant monitoring and there is a value for money in that regar

The last question, Chair. | have been talking to some Guyanese businessmen who are interestin
i mporting what they call oquarrying material so
infrastructural development, buildings, highwaads, et cetera. My understanding is that they are getting
it from Suriname, Jamaica, Dominica and other countries, in terms of aggregate, and they are complai
that no export licences are being granted to legal persons to engage in quagrgiofgoarries, so that
they can meet commitments to the Guyanese market. These orders have already been placed, but appa
no export licences are being granted. Is there any truth to that or could you clarify?

Mr. Karim: Member, | would liketonf or m t he Committee that the M
in that process is a very small one. We merely grant the export licence when an application is me
However, all applications are referred to the Ministry of Energy and Energy dndustae
recommendation. So | hate to pass the buck on to the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, but | thir
that question might be best answered from the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries side.

Mr. Charles: Excellent, and | agree. Butasds you are aware, no export licénbesause you grant

the licencds or the question should be, how many export licences have been granted in the last year
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persons wishing to export aggregate to Guyana?

Mr. Karim: Member | do not have that informatioght now. Can we send it in writing, because | did

not anticipaté yeah, we will send it in writing to the Committee.

Mr. Charles: No problem. Chair, back to you.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Chair, do you want me to address that question now?

Madam Chairman: Yes, | think it would be great if you could go right ahead, because we are coming tc
you anyway.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Okay, sure.

Madam Chairman: Okay, so you can start with that.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Thank you. So, under the Ministry of Enargy Energy Industries, which has

the responsibility for minerals as well as the traditional energy sources, there a committee called the Ming
Advisory Committee, which is made up of agencies, all the agencies which are responsible for granting
minegl licences. That committee will give consideration to any requests for export, or import requests f
aggregate. So over the last year we have beermadeised seeing several requests for export. However,
due to the situation in the country, becadsd we would normally do is seek advice, for example, from
Ministry of Works and Transport and so on, as to what the demand is locally, and to see if we have t
capacity and the material to be able to satisfy the local demand in terms of our higivhatythay may

be using the aggregate for. And we have been advised by the Ministry of Works and Transport that at
time, due to the amount of projects that we have, it is not advisable that we export the aggregate, bece
we have a demand for eveore than what is available locally. So that is the key reason for not
recommending to Ministry of Trade and Industry at this point in time that we export.

And it is certain materials, so it depends on what the material is then we detarmia&e a
recanmendation whether to export it or not. So that is the reason for it. It is based on our local needs ar
whether we can meet the local needs, and also have enough to export.

Madam Chairman: | will just ask one question about that. If there is a groegal and we are looking

at export, is that an area that may be seen as a point for development within Trinidad and Tobago, an
that being looked at in terms of the materials for export?

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Yes, itis. Itis certainly. We haveedpaind the thing is yes. So we are looking

at it to see how that could be facilitated. But of course, as you know, we have a select number of quarr
and not all quarries have the same material. It depend on the location. The majority ofstiieatageest

are getting is exactly the same materials that we need, that is in demand. So it is a certain type of aggr
that is in demand that we need to give consideration for. So it is not a blanket no for everything, but wh
the requests have bemmming in for is the same materials that we need at this point.

Madam Chairman: Okay. Were there any other questions for them? Minister of Energy and Energy
Industries, you have an MOU with the energy seotoperatiorbetween Trinidad and Tobago #mel
Corporative Republic of Guyana, that was signed in 2018.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Yes.

Madam Chairman: Would you give us an idea of how that MOU has performed, in other words what
results you have seen as a result of this MOU? How has that worked?

Mrs. BradshawNiles: So in terms of the MOU, we had an initial meeting with respect to that specific
MOU between the Ministers. Very subsequently, or | think that may haveveéra the COVID period

as well. So the traditional way in which the coremittere supposed to work we were not able to do it
during that time. However, we continue to work together with the Government in terms of establishing
ways in which we can cooperate, and that is being done at multiple levels.

One of the areas in whitkthink we have made significant progress, and that is more from on the
education side, which is where our universities have partnered with the University of Guyana in terms
establishing programmes with respect to petroleum engineering. So botretbieyléfi Trinidad and
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Tobago, they have an Associate of Science degree, and then they have also, | think, a Bachelor of Sci
They have had maybe two or three cohorts which have gone through, so they are partnering in terms
that. Thenthe Universt y of the West I ndies have partnered
Petroleum Engineering.

One of the things that has happened is that specifically with the Masters students they did a virtt
internship. So between the Ministry of Enargy Energy Industries, National Gas Company, | think
National Energy Corporation, which was during the COVID, they were supposed to actually physical
come for two to three weeks so that they could see how the Ministry is set up and the arrangements, :
then the private sector, to go through the different areas. But they were unable to do so because of |
restrictions, but had virtual sessions with them. So in the field of education | know that quite a lot has be
happening.

Besides the specific renor very generally, what we have as well is a lot of collaboration between
the energy sectors, both in terms of like our state enterprises, for example National Energy has establis
an office in Guyana, and they are working closely. Our Energy Chlamb@rks very closely with the
members of the industry in Guyana with respect to the petroleum sector, and we have quite a number
the contractors and the businesses here who are partnering with persons in the industry in Guyana as \
in terms of stablishing business and working together.

So while some of those activities are not strictly under the remit of the MOU, we are seeing progre
in the areas that are within the MOU itself, which is in terms of emepgrationin terms of training, in
terms of expertise and so on. So we are progressing, and so we work very closely.

Just earlier this y@aevery year there is a very large energy conference in Guyana, and this yesc
both the Prime Minister and the Minister of Energy and Bnelugtries, along with an entire contingent,
we haél National Energy and the state enterprises, had a pavilion within that conference. And part of th:
we opened it up, it was opened up for other smaller companies or contractors to form part obthat pavili
and so they would have had a presence in Guyana as well. So we continue to work very closely within
two industries to see how we can assist and, you know, how we can continue to cooperate.

Madam Chairman: What is your goal as you partner withaBay | am saying that because our energy
sector is on the declind mean, it has been talked abowhereas theirs is now coming up and increasing.
People would ask, do you see Guyana as a competitor and, therefore, how you are going to deal with tt
in terms of competition? Is that an issue really for Trinidad and Tobago in terms of their energ
development and the relationship with Guyana?

Mrs. BradshawNiles: So there are two things. In terms of over where we are at, while our production is
declning there are certain areas in which we are already established, in terms of our LNG, in terms of c
petrochemicals. So even we have a refinery already. We already have a skilled labour force and so ol
what we have working for us, the expertigewb also have ready infrastructure and the availability of a
ready market, for example, in terms of natural gas. And with natural gas in particular, it is not like the
where you can store it, so you have to have a ready market for it, eitheoihyl@umexport and so on,

which takes time to develop.

So, again, there is the opportunity there to see if there can be benefits to both countries, in terms
exploring what may happen in terms of that sector. And nidtlmetpuse you also have Surenaeny
close by as well with new resources. Even in the development of the Guyanese sector, Trinidad and Tob
served as a base for logistics, before you had the actual production of their petroleum. While they wi
building their infrastructure justgooduce, right here in Chaguaramas, you know, a lot of the companies
use here as the base, before they could send their boats and staff and so on.

So | think in terms of our location as well, we are well placed to continue in that way. So we se
that rot all competition is badLdughterWe can take advantage of that. They are at a different point to
where we are at. We have been in the industry 100 years now and so we are looking to new and diffe
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things as well. But certainly we can bothnktbenefit from each other as nations.

So | just wanted to point you too, to the fact that there is another memorandum of understanding
which is broader than energy, but which energy plays an important part, which was signed in 2022, and
is memoradum of understanding on enhanced and rerewgggbration There is a bilateral commission
which has been set up, and under this it would not be only energy but also other sectors are being looke
holistically, in terms of our relationship with Guy&mal our Deputy Permanent Secretary here, she is the
person that sits on that committee, and they are doing quite a lot of work in terms of looking at what th
future holds in terms of energy. But | think they are also other parts of other indds¢onesnarhat
would be a part of that. So | could ask her to just elaborate a little bit more about that.

Madam Chairman: Yes, if that is possible.

Ms. Tulsie: Sure. The MOU with regard to renewed and enhaoogerationvould be with regard to

key aeas of interest, including energy, as the PS would have mentioned. | believe counterparts from f
Ministry of Trade and Industries, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts, Ministry of Agriculture, Land
and Fisheries, Ministry of Sport and Commuretyeldpment, | believe. So several areas, targeted areas

for us to look at in collaboration with Guyanese counterparts eventually when the commission is set up
meet for its first meeting.

So the focus would really be targeted areas now comindheldraérigy sectoo-operatiorMOU.

The Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries and the energy sector representatives from Trinidad au
Tobago, will now have a targeted focus in terms of action oriented items that we would want to look &
some of whichhe PS would have already alluded to in terms of leveraging our existing energy infrastructu
in Trinidad and Tobago. Looking at building capacity, sharing expertise, sharing knowledge, building 1
technical capacity witH think if you look atit holistc al | 'y as a region, the
now developing, and with Trinidad and Tobagoos
it as a way of building regional energy security through this collaborative approach.

Madam Charman: When is the first meeting of your bilateral?

Ms. Tulsie: It is actually being arranged to be held. The agreement would have entered into force i
December 2022, and the first high level meeting was supposed to have been held in thediradgBarter
Arrangements are being made from what we have been informed by the Ministry of Foreign and CARICO
Affairs, for us to have that first meeting very shortly.

Madam Chairman: Okay. All right member Charles, and member Cudjoe, if there are t@mysgrms

have to ask. | hand over to member Chafesid€You need to unmute.

Mr. Charles: | join with you Chair in welcoming the team from the Ministry of Energy and Energy
Industries, as we see both of us, groups to enhance our capabilitiescapdoity to operate for the
mutual benefit of Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago in the energy sector. Of course we are aware of so
jealousies and what not, and the potential always exist for parochialism, but there could be a mutuality
interests and mutuality of benefits.

In that regard, Article 3 of the Memorandum of Understanding on Eneoggi@bon calls for
the establishment of a:

0Joint working group comprising a maxi mum

Parties will designate five (5) members. . .o
It was stated in the Joint Working Group in your report that that working group is yet to be convened ¢
perform itsfunction under the MOU. The question that arises is: Is there any development in this regaro
Has it been superseded by that other committee that you spoke about? Specifically, who are the Trini
and Tobagods representplti ves on the Joint Work
Mrs. BradshawNiles: Thank you very much for that question. So we would have sent through the
Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM affairs our representative, and we have the Permanent Secretary of
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries. We havel dlsnk, the Director of Energy, Research and
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Planning here. We have the head of our legal unit as well on that committee. We have a represente
from the National Energy or National Gas Company, and also a representative from the Ministny of Forei
and CARICOM Affairs. So those are the representatives that we have specifically for the MOU on Ener
Co-operation

| am not sure, quite sure. | know, as | said, the Ministers did meet. But very shortly after we ce
only assume, because of the gaarents and the logistics with the pandemic and all that went with it, that
it may have been difficult to really continue to forge the relationship in that way.

We know as of 2022, the Bilateral Commission we are putting as much effort and worleinto it. W
see now that travel has begun, we have been having meetings and meeting at different trade shows, be
the President of Guyana was here for our Energy Conference. The Prime Minister was in Guyana for th
Energy Conference, and with that we hawsaibns which would have been meeting and talking about
how things.

What | can say, even in the absence of the formal working groups, that we have been looking f
avenues in which we can proceed in terms of the actual methods and the ways inospefatee 8ut
| do not want specifically that the new Commission supersedes it, but certainly right now because of wk
is happening, that may be the major avenue at this point in time in terms of the formal arrangements ol
bilateral basis for the engsgctor.

Mr. Charles: Thank you very much, Madam Permanent Secretary. One of my standing concerns, it cross
all Ministries and it crosses most Departments in Trinidad and Tobago, is the question of setting targets t
are measurable. So we couldvealgave an MOU, and if the MOU did not exist trade would develop in
energy organically. People will leave Trinidad and Tobago in the service industries in Guyana. Does
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries have measurable targets in terms thewlésh to see
Trinidad and Tobagods trade position with Guya

We have been told somewhere, and | hope | have the figure correct, $3.2 billion in the energy sec
exports, and | do not know for what ped . But i s there a measurabl e
time our situation measurably will look like? Oil, no exports, a methanol, urea, it will increase by 20 per c
or 10 per cent or whatever? So that the Joint Working Group has ia fangé of them, that would
govern their workload. Do we have that?

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Thank you very much for that question. So it is a very good question, because
what we have been talking a lot about, which | have raised with those sittuith hegeand even for
example with some of the state enterprises, is the fact that right now I think we need to establish a basel
In terms of the energy exports, we have been tracking that, so we have numbers in terms of the value
the amounts ahose exports, but that is just one part of it.

So what we have been doing, working on, is establishing some of the other areas, for example, w
is the extent of the presence in the energy sector in terms of companies, in terms of personnel. And w
we realize is that we need to do some work in terms of establishing the baseline, and that is where we a
right now. Before we had specific targets, and so | am hoping that by the next time we meet with you a
Committee that we would have the numlierterms of the target, but we just have to take it one step
backwards. So that we start at the base in terms of knowing what our baseline is before we do the tarc
But yes, that is a burning question for us and we are working on it.

Mr. Charles: Thank you very much, Madam Permanent Secretary. This is a selfish question in terms
my constituency. There is a drilling school in St. Madeleine, and | knew that it was used for training, | thir
persons desirous of getting into the drilling indfrstry Nigeria. | think 100 or so school intake. Is that

in use, and is this part of this education interaction and collaboration with the Guyanese authorities?
Mrs. BradshawNiles: Well, | will just give you a fun fact, because that is the Nationa) Bkitig

Centre, NESC. The school is there. As a matter of fact, | think the company who actually helped to rt
that is a Guyanese company.
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Madam Chairman: Interesting.

2.35 p.m.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Yeah, so | mean, | just wanted to say asweehave participation of persons,
Guyanese persons within our energy sector as well. We have at least one established company and |
they were also associated with that drilling school, in terms of helping to run it and that kind of thing. S
the €hool is still there, as a matter of fact, | am on the board of governors and we are looking at ways
which to utilize it. But | know for example, the former Principal of UWI, Prof. Clement Sankat, | saw him
at the Guyanese conference earlier thisapdane is actually working on their own trade school which
would be very similar, in terms of developing, because we already have the association in terms of
degrees.

Madam Chairman: UWI.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: In terms of petroleum engineering,thetactual technical skills, in terms of drillers

and so on, they are working on establishing their own school. And part of the discussion we had was
how we could collaborate on that level, given the fact that we have NESC here, and he is doigg someth
similar. And well of course he has lived and worked here for a long time in terms of education and he
also doing the same there. So we have that collaboration and those discussions, which will be continuin
well.

Mr. Charles: Very good. And miast question and this

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Went on mute.

Ms. Elcock: Member Charles, you are muted. Member Charles.

Madam Chairman: Member Charles, you need to unmute yourself please, you are mutéhugsv. [
Okay, member Charles you are muted

Mr. Charlesfi which seems to be one of the large companies involved in Guyanese productidn. Are we
Madam Chairman: Member Charles. Member Charles, you have to start over. Most of your time spent.
we did not hear you because you were muted. Sogilaser your last question.

Mr. Charles: All right, the last questidrthank you Madam Chair, throughfyou

Madam Chairman: Yeah.

Mr. Charles: Are there any discussions at all, perhaps the Ministry of Energy is aware, of the potential fc
getting, equiring whatever access to Guyanese 0il? In simple terms, that is the question.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: So acquiring the oil, if | could just ask for clarification, is that like, the produced
oil orfi ?

Mr. Charles: Both, because if we are collaborating @ityana, | would imagindor examplg when |

was studying in Canada schol arships were given
devel opment agency schol arshipo. A range of d
next generation of engineers and whatnot, close to the Canadian industry and whatnot. And | was j
thinking, are we at all talking in any way, any discussion, with respect to those who are producing? Or th
who are likely to produce in Guyana, ogtheernment of Guyana? In any way that we could work to the
mutual benefit to their utilization and monetization of their oil, in Guyana. Or is-limatsotb the

Ministry of Energy?

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Well, thé

Mr. Charles: This is a difficulquestion albeit, you could choose not to answer.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: So, let me put it in this way, all of what we areftldiagause right now Guyana

has a large amount, a significant amount of oil and gas. So the way in which the industryasyis that a
part of the value chain you would be involved in some way, in terms of their current production. The thin
is, the players that they have now in terms of Exxon and so on, | mean they are a major and they
integrated and so they would have their supply chain. So, for example, we have some international
service companies here, which were established in Trinidad and Tobago for a long time, which &
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international, but they would have had their base in the region here and so, they woutdl lre specivic
things in terms of the drilling. And so, within the industry, we would have contractors who would be
involved in diving, construction in terms of different areas, who would be doing welding, who would be
doing pipeline inspections and so And so, all of those things inevitably leads to the production of their
oil and eventually their natural gas. So in whatever way we contribute, even in terms of training the engin
and so on, it is really with respect to that.

So, in terms of the @@l purchasing of oil, that could onlgi bgyht now we do not have a refinery
that is operational and we too are selling oil. So in terms of those discussions, to say at this point in ti
we canlpaudiblel am not privy to where there are any cuagangements. But, at this point in time
with the memorandum of understanding and the discussions that are being had, | mean, there is a fut
ahead of us and so, there are a lot of possibilities as that what could happen.
Mr. Charles: Thank you, vemnuch.
Madam Chairman: Okay.
Mr. Charles: Over to you Chairman.
Madam Chairman: Thank you, Ministry of Energy. | think we could go to the Minigtrywefwill come
back to you for any other areas that you would like to mention, that we have nokasked gn, that
you think it is important that the public knows about. But | think the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the
Arts have been waiting for a long time to tell us what has been happening. Would you just like to tell
about what has beerpp&ning with th tell us a little more, in terms of, culture and the@dgeration
collaboration between our two nations.
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Thank you Chair. There has not been any, what | would call a dedicated
agreement or MOU with respéetculture and linkages between Trinidad and Guyana except we alluded
to the 1999 framework agreement to the deepening of biai@paration There was cursory mention
with culture in respect to youth development. And then, prior to the culsioadormning the Ministry
in 2020, there was not a focus on monetizing culture.
Madam Chairman:6 Mmh mm. 0o
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: So we find, you used the words 0
but now with its nexus in tourism, there is that rettog and that focus to have tourism and culture
increasing the contribution to national development, yes.

Now, | would have my Director of Culture, speak a little mdresorour focus today, | would
think, is more on possibilities, what we can do, what ideas we have. Wiinblearahl did forget to
say in 2017, there was an attempt, there was a maetegnl®uyana and Trinidad. And there was an
agreement that there would be further meetings, where we would actually focus on culture, you kno
deepening the linkages, however, that never materialized. But we did develop an agenda of possible :
of co-operatiorand that is what | would have my Director of Culture give a little more on.
Madam Chairman: Okay, before you go to the Director of Culture, | am seeing here that you did talk
about the memorandum of understanding on renewed and enhancedagratteathe framework, your
ten year framework agreement did not really probably brin§ moalsaid you do not have an agreement
now? On
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: [Inaudibjas of the 2022.
Madam Chairman: 2022, yes.
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Yes, it is mentioned as tourism and it does not sayftulture
Madam Chairman: Tourism.
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinonesii but we cannot separate the two be€ause
Madam Chairman: © Mih mmo .
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinonesfi as we have a sayhgye, we cannot compete on sun and sand and sea,
so a lot of focus is on cultérall of the different types of tourism. The focus is on cultural tourism.
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Madam Chairman: Right.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: So we cannot them curate both of them.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: So, our representatives on that committee would be discussing a lot of
cultural initiatives, cultural issues

Madam Chairman: Okay.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinonesfi that would for done for us.

Madam Chairman: Alright, okay. So let youirettor tell us about what is happening, in terms of the
ideas that you have.

Mr. Ramlogan: Good day, Chair. As PS alluded to earlier about monetizing culture, just to go back a bit
Over the years, what we would have found, the Government would dagedpsupport, financial
support, for a lot of organizations clearly from a heritage perspective. There wasthethirancial

aspedt the monetizing aspect of the culture because they were a new society. What we have found o
the years, is that \Wwave seen progress with that. We have seen a large number of organizations developir
a large number of artists, and this is evident from the grants that we got. But as a society, as we m
forward and the world moves forward, there is this talk alitwial industries and sustainability and so

on. So within the time that we are operating now with the challenges within sector, we have to be mc
mindful of how we utilize resources. So anywhere we can find ways to help develop the sector, we gras
at those opportunities and cultural agreements present an ideal opportunity to do that.

Besides the cultural aspect of performances as part of the exchange, a part of exchiayme is also
have exchanges of experts in various fields, whether it magtbeeliteisual arts, whatever it may be. So
what we want to focus on, going forward is to maximize that potential for developing both, not only Trinida
but looking in terms of helping to develop Guyana as well as a training partner. So basicadlyos& want
and see what opportunifiesthink it was mentioned earlier that Guyana is now moving into oil and we
are moving away.

Madam Chairman: ¢ MrFh mmo6 .

Mr. Ramlogan: So there might be something there, what is it they have been doing to macaltye stheir
sector that could be of benefit to us going forward. So, we have been looking in terms of whatevi
opportunities we have to help us develop on-&nergy based sector. We are looking at both culture and
tourism and more so now, as a Ministrgtever synergies that may exist that wewhatever lessons

that we can learn.

Also, one of the main focuses of the Ministry going forward is on festivals. So Guyana has a lot «
festivals, we have a lot of festivals both heritage festivals likeydidind so on, we provide financial
assistance. And then you have the arts festivals, literary festivals and music festivals. All of these, the!
potential for development, so we can see what festivals that exist there in terms of less@msldzaihwe ¢
But also, how we can help Guyana develop their festivals as well. Along the same way, you would have
arts as well and when | wuse the word oartso |

Now, one of the things of ¢ute, one main aim of culture is human development. Culture basically
does that, it is human development. Within any particular culture you have elements of which ce
development into products. So from products, you monetize products, you have mdudtinya So
what we want to do also is to explore the heritage aspect of it, see how we can share, and build and I
from each other, in that way it will also help develop our cultural products. In addition to that also, ir
looking at the heritagspeect, we could look in terms of that setting up networks with artistes, musicians
and other persons within the sector. For example, today with technology you do not have to meet in pers
to produce music.

Madam Chairman: 0 Mih mm. 6
Mr. Ramlogan: So we will set up networks with artistes across there, we can leave them, they ca
collaborate and the music and the arts can grow because each country would have their own backgro
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and their own ideas, so we can learn and vice versa. Of courdéathatbwild the more we endorse
and support the heritage the better the cultural products will be also.
Madam ChaMmmam: 6 0
Mr. Ramlogan: Okay. And following from that also, we would want to see how we could develop a robust
trade of cultural gals and services, the full range. Also in exchange, of course | mentioned also experts
the areas, so like, let me just give an example, we may want to develop the pan industry for pan tuners,
may have pan tuners there, or maybe vice versa. Guyaing into the oil sector, maybe they might be
able to give us raw materials to produce that support that industry, the steel pan industry. So we can exg
those areas. And also, we liaise with Guyana to see what other areas we can sugoirhefpiagro
develop.
Madam Chairman: Okay, member Cudjoe, | will just ask, just hold one second, you will come in next.
Where are ydu these are your ideas that you have or have you yet started discussions with yot
counterparts in Guyana?
Mr. Ramlogan: No, we have not started.
Madam Chairman: You have not okay. But tourism has? | mean, you all are well advanced in tourism o
is tourism still in its initial stages also?
Mr. Gift: Correct, we are also part of the High Level Bilatemnain@siofi
Madam Chairman: Right.
Mr. Gift: And we had an opportunity to meet with our Guyanese counterparts. We have had discussiol
within the Commission itself in terms of some the proposed areas for tourism with regard to collaboratio
with Guyana.
Madam Chairman: Okay, | did not hear what you said at the end. In the proposed areas?
Mr. Gift: | said that, we have had discussions within the High Level Bilateral Commission with who wer
are in collaboration with, but we have yet met with our Guyaneserparts
Madam Chairman: Okay all right.
Mr. Gift:A to engage discussion.
Madam Chairman: Member Cudjoe.
Ms. Cudjoe: Thank you, Madam Chair. Can you hear me clearly?
Madam Chairman: Yes, we are hearing you clearly.
Ms. Cudjoe: Okay, god. My question is for Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts as it relates to
tourism. Now, many years ago, about four or five years ago, the tourism stakeholders both in Trinidad a
Guyana, those in Tobago too, were interested in forming a etiNabplatform, collaborating on the
platform to promote eedourism. Quite often tourists who travel to Guyana fotaegsm purposes
want to also experience Trinidad and experience Tobago. So we were talking about having a platforrr
promoting workhops where our stakeholders and Guyanese stakeholders can work together to bui
packages using the flight between Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago, so that the tourists could island |
for the purpose eemurism. Are we still having those discussiohs?Pe/dre we with that, as it relates to
those collaborative efforts to promote-egism in the Caribbean?
2.50 p.m.

| mean, if we start in Guyana we can do so for many other Caribbean islands and make it a Carict
initiative. But | think we are closeough to Guyana and have enough similarities for tourists who are
interested in exploring etmurism in the southern Caribbean to, you know, participate in. Are we still
having those conversations with Guyana? And where are we now? Thank you.
Mr. Gift: As | would have mentioned, we are in the process of developing areas of collaboration betwee
Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. One of the things that the Ministry has noted is that Guyana has be
identified as one of the top 10 sustainable tourigmadess and it is ranked number one as the best
econtourism destination.
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One of the areas that we would want to look at is in terms of production development. Produc
development with regard to sharing of information and the transfer of knowladggavd to the
development of sites. We know that Guyana is very rich intbsiesm, heritage and development of
national parks. So through the work of the bilateral high commission it is envisaged that we would ha
that opportunity to further digssions in this regard and to have further dialogue with the relevant
stakeholders in Guyana, you know, not only to learn abeoudgsm but to assist in the development
ecatourism here in Trinidad and Tobago.

Madam Chairman: Member Cudjoe, do youMsaany other questions, follow up?

Ms. Cudjoe: No. No further questions at this time.

Madam Chairman: So, | would just aBkwe have three important Ministries here, tourism, culture and
the arts. You are, let us say, just getting off the ground in ternmafgbeation collaboration. We have

Trade that has been very involved over the years and seekipand. We have Energy that has, well
again, seeking to expand in terms of the gmaperation | am just asking you whether you are $eeing
whether as even though you are different Ministries whether you see opportunities for building on wh
sone of the others have, in other words, building on what other Ministries have gone before and have, |
us say, may have overcome and you can build on that in terms of your particular portfolio. So that at t
end of day you would have gained from whabttiers would have gone through. Do you see that as
something that is necessary as you go forward in terms of building the relationship between Guyana :
Trinidad and Tobago? So, | you am asking all of you.

Mr. Karim: Okay. | will take the first stalb that question, Madam Chair. Certainly at the Ministry of
Trade and Industry we do believe-imhaleof-government approach. Trade, | spoke primarily in the
introduction and in the initial set of questions about trading goods but there is alsdaant aspect of

trading services which we are also very keen on and pushing and expanding. The work of the Ministry
Energy and Energy Industries includes energy services and it is a fact that as the Guyanese econom)
continued to propel because dfamd gas exploration, there have been a lot of opportunities for energy
service providers. And to that end that fits in very nicely with our international trade goals and objectiv
of the Ministry of Trade and Industry because, as we keep beingdréymimdgeMinister and successive
governments, we are not only the Ministry in trading good, we are also the Ministry of trading services.
Madam Chairman: Services.

Mr. Karim: And certainly that aligns very nicely with work that we also support iratidalath the

Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries. Then services obviously expand to tourism services because
also falls under the ambit of services.

We work very closely at, not only the ministerial level at the level of Ministersebletvat ti
technocrats as we would have shared during the course of this short session. | think the establishmer
the high level bilateral commission is really going to be a great initiative to pull together all of th
stakeholders. | am sure in ybuefing documents you would have discerned that there were previously a
number of MOUs in various functional areas and there are a number of activities and dialogue betwe
Ministries and sectors across both countries. But | do not believe and | Istaoortected, that there
was never one high level coordinating entitif wahin Trinidad and Tobago at a
governmento-government level. And I think the High Level Bilateral Commission, it is something new.
It was formed last year and formalized detred of the heads of government of both countries.

As my colleagues from the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries has indicated, the DPS in tf
Ministry and myself and our members of the bilateral commission and we are seeing a lot of good work ¢
effort being put into the work of the commission by various Ministries across the Government, energ
trade, sports, tourism, the Tobago House of Assembly and a number of Ministries being coordinated by ¢
High Commissioner in Georgetown and NEC as \Bellwe do intend to collaborate very closely, learn
from eaflbhuioltdheo®seach otherds access because a
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in Georgetown, their own experts, their own access to persons and expertise and resourges and we
coll aborating at a technical | evel as well to
l earn and support each otherdés objective whic!
economic prosperity for all citize

Madam Chairman: Great. Thank you for that. Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts and Ministry
of Energy and Energies Industries, what was your take on that?

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Chair, while the as you said, the Ministry in the tourisraudibjes at

the phase of, yes, in the phase of discussion at a technocrat level, we have had discussions and | cann
| said, it is at discussion level, so it has not been signed off by the Government. IWéeidiblefdr
example, when weok at festivals because festival tourism, as the director would have alluded previousl
forms a big part of what we want to promote. And we have thé&it Gagana and Trinidad we have a
close cultural background, you know, the racial diversity, thetheushutney, the calypso, the religion,

you know, the Phagwa, all those things, the indigenous communities.

So when amongst ourselves when we are discussing that where we could take advantage that w
we have a Caribbean fest, you know, a fesmtidalhere we invite persons from Guyana to be part of it.
So if we are having a big IA@st, for example, and we have Guyanese singers and dancers together witl
Trinidad singers and dancers becau$eavi&@rge part of our tourism market is the diasparieem
Madam Chairman: Mmm-hmmm.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: So they are coming not just to hear Trinidadians. They come to hear
Guyanese too, so we could actually increase visitor arrivals, visitors from the diaspora from Canada, fr
New York, from Nami, from London. So as | said, it is not a formal proposal but since we have been
discussing that matter at the technocrat level but we will put in a formal proposal and present to ol
superiors. And, Chair, and Mr. Francis would like to add something.

Mr. Francis: Yeah. Justto add, yes, as we have stated, we are at the beginning of the discussions some!
but also to recognize that tBARIFESTAmodel and framework has provided a lot opportunities for
discussion over the yearsfand

Madam Chairman: And that has been going on for a long time.

Mr. Francis:fi for a long time and particuldrly

Madam Chairman: Yeah.

Mr. Francis:fi within the last two we had 2017/2018 in Barbiados

Madam Chairman: Yeah.

Mr. Francis:fi in those areas. Amlden we had in 2019 in Trinidad.

Madam Chairman: In Trinidad.

Mr. Francis: And provided a lot of opportunities for our artists and cultural workers to collaborate and a
lot of discussions would have been informally had out of those festivaldil&ethlecommission really
provides the opportunity to capitalize on those discussions that have already been taking place inform
and | think they are at a very prime position to just move forward at this point in time with really nailin
down ways favard and how we can go forward.

Madam Chairman: So, | my last question to you, PS, would be, when will that be taken forward to the
next step® having talked for a while in terms of and getting your ideas together. When voutthyou

is your time fram#or putting that? the next step.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Well, we are guided by the commission.

Madam Chairman: You are guided By

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: We Il | , t he di scussions at the comn
Madam Chairman: Okay. So what would yawle be in pushing it, in moving it from where you have it
right now, excellent ideas, to the next stage?

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Next stage, wéllmy director here and his team will sit down and prepare
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the proposals.

Madam Chairman: Yes.

Mr. Francis: So once the connectionsfai@nce the formal connections are made so that we can have
those discussions, we will be better able to present proposals to move forward. | believe at this point
time that is really where we are at in terms of marngrtl. Once the connection is made and there is
that formal structure in place and we can have the discussions and trade the ideas to really understand
we can go forward and what the key needs are, then we could move forward.

Madam Chairman: And remind me of who is responsible for making those connections? You said it was
at the level of the commission. Remind me offwhai does that move forward then?

Mr. Gift: If  may? The commission, the high level bilateral

Madam Chairman: The high levddilateral commission.

Mr. Gift:fi itis chaired by Ambassador Enill and through both the Ambassador and the Ministry of Foreigr
and CARICOM Affairs we would be able to initiate discussion with our Guyanese counterparts.

Madam Chairman: Okay.

Mr. Gift: Soi t woul d have been mentioned earlier in =
yet with Guyana. We are awaiting word from Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. We are suppose
to have a meeting of high level bilateral commission nexihard&y so we will have perhaps further
details into where that meeting with the Guyanese counterparts are. But at this point in time we do n
have a date as yet. We have not been informed by the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs.
Madam Chairman: Okay. But you will be in readiness. That is what | am hearing you say. You will be
in readiness for whenever those discussions come up? Yes?

Mr. Francis: Yes.

Madam Chairman: That is what | heard. Okay.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: We are ready. &\are ready.

Madam Chairman: You are ready. Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, this conversation about
building. Yes.

Mrs. BradshawNiles: Yes. So in terms of leveraging on what other Ministries are doing. | think there is
the role for synergypu know. Even as | went to Guyana earlier this year for their conference, one of the
guestions | asked my team is, who is not in Guyana? It is very familiar, you know, in terms of the busines
there. A lot of, in terms of banking, in terms of theufia@turing, the retail sector. So there are a lot of
ways in which, even as the Ministry of Trade and Industry would have indicated, we already have
relationship and we already have a base on which to continue to build and to continue to redatgsn both
Right? | know there is the movement of artists and so on between the countries and | think that we c:
leverage that.

So, for example, in the area, even in terms of business, there is business tourism. So you might
to do business or someamgght come to do business here but as part of that we would have a cultural
show. We would have a visit to a site or you might put it, you know, along with some other type of festiv
you have, you know. We were just talking about the CPL, for examptew, so sport where would
move from country to country, you know. People fly all over for cricket and those kinds of things.

So, | think it is a matter of really, you kinome have opportunities to learn from each other and
not just government baiso the private sector, so we cannot play that down because sometimes they ai
making a lot more Hroads than we might be making through the formal arrangements but they might be
going, you know, getting into areas and collaborating with each otlweuftomto country in a way that
it is not always captured formally. So, | believe, that, yes, we have the opportunity and that is why | thi
networking and also, you know, ensuring that we keep the conversations like this open so that we coulc
awareof what each other is doing, the public and the private sector could be aware, members of the publ
individuals who also have their own initiatives they may be able, you know, also reach out to us. So, I th
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yes, there is a great opportunity foroubuild on what the other has done and, of course, the bilateral
commission at this point in time seems to be the main avenue, but | think there are others. Yeah.
Madam Chairman: Right. Great. You have to have it from top and at the bottom.
Mrs. Bradshaw-Niles: Yes. Yeah.
Madam Chairman: Right. Great. | think it is now quarter to four, 10 to four, and | think we have come
to the end of our questioning but | would just like you to, each one of you, and I think we will start with the
Ministry of Traé and Industry, just give a summary, just give your closing remarks and | will come afte
trade to Energy and then to Tourism, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Arts. Just give some closing remart
please.
Mr. Karim: Thank you, Madam Chair, membersisf Committee. We joined just over a little one and a
half of dialogue. It seems so short with such an important issue. As | started off, on behalf of our Ministr
and as shared with Committee, we do have a very strong base certainly from adctigte petspns of
our bilateral relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. Itis one that we are seeing contint
to grow, both organically, | mean as PS energy has indicated. Business takes place with or with
governmental activity.
Madam Chairman: Yes.
Mr. Karim: But with governmental activity it can grow more. And in that context we are guided by membe
Charles in his quest with respect to targets because we believe that as a country in advancing its t
investment, energy or towmnisobjectives, we have to be very focused, very-addated and very
deliberate in how we organize ourselves to achieve targets. And we wish to assure the Committee that f
the Ministry of Trade and | ndusuch yilizisg cammgrciad o f
intelligence to drive and drive those targets. We are working very closely with the agencies under our re
to achieve those objectives and we assure the Committee that we will continue to work with our broth
and sister Miniges as we seek to really engage the Republic of Guyana in a much more deliberate a
focused manner to grow our trade and increase investment activity.
Madam Chairman: Thank you so much. Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries.
Mrs. BradshawNiles: Thank you, Chair. And thank you for inviting us here. Just to summarize.
Notwithstanding the memorandum of understanding of the energy corporation the Ministry of Energy an
Energy Industries and the state enterprises such as National Energy, a® \pelas sector through
the Energy Chamber and its members, continue to forge relationships on industry level between Trinid
and Tobago and the @perative Republic of Guyana.

And the enerdy on the education side there have been advancements of @xmgerationn
that sector. And as | earlier mentioned we have the University of Trinidad and Tobago undertakin
programmes at the bachelords | evel. The Uni ve
the same National Energy Skills Centre, theyna2022 graduated 10 graduates from Guyana, instructors.
So they are training trainers for the Guyana Linden Technical Institute and they were contracted by t
Ministry of Education Guyana to do that. So, we also have on the technical skillslegeloNaboration
in that area. We continue to work diligently for the mutual benefit of both nations with respect to the ener
sector and that includes minerals and renewal energy as well. Thank you very much for the opportunity
share here today.
Madam Chairman: Great. Thank you so much, PS. And the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts,
closing remarks. Yes.
Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: Chair, again, as keeping with what my two colleagues would have said, we
thank you for the opportunity slhare our thoughts, some of our plans and/or ideas on this very important
topic of deepening linkages between Trinidad and Guyana given our proximity, our cultural history. As\
continue to promote destination Trinidad more and more to ensure that smdiby extension culture
is, because we cannot separate the two, so | could continue more to the national economy, we will be lool
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at not judi not just Guyana but any other island, any other country in the Caribbean and Latin America
So itis all paof the, yes, here today we are here to discuss Guyana but it is taking advantage of all linka
because we have accepted the fact that the energy industry is not as, how shiduld heayrative

as before, so we need to tourism/culture sbet recognized that we can do a lot, a lot more.

And we can, again, as we said because of this closeness with Guyana, | mean, | get excited wh
think about having this great big I#fdst, you know, with plane loads of people coming in, yes, gitjbrin
in the foreign exchange. So, we thank you for inviting us here because actually what it does now is,
would be talking but you have actually spurred us on, you know, what | call subtle pressure. Yes? So at
next meeting and the meeting hopefutomes up on Monday
Madam Chairman: Yeah.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinonesfi we would ensure we have a voice and we present, so that when we have
to appear before you again, we would be coming with milestones.

Madam Chairman: Yes.

Mrs. Thorne-Mora Quinones: We promise. Thank you, Chair.

Madam Chairman: Excellent. | too | am very excited on behalf of the Committee, we thank you for your
appearance and | actually feel as though | have beeyoatkanow, this usually there are so manyou

are heang some many negative things happening, negative things happening, things are not happening
have been really stimulated here this evening by, not just what is happening, but also the possibilities of v
can happen.

And | also see, you know agaiati€bm, we have been having so many, let us say, we have been
wanting so much more from Caricom and what | am hearing from you here is that by what you are doin
you are also bringing our nations closer together in terms of the ideals of, you kmggflDddcom,
at least, with our two countries here in terms of what you are doing, in terms of building relationships. Ar
| am hopeful and would just like to encourage you all to continue because the growth and the trajectory tl
you are talking abqutam not sure where it will end in ternis of what are the possibilities in terms of
ending where this can end.

So | just want to encourage you all and if there are any questions, anp fpliestions we have
after our discussions, we will sertd gou. And | just want to thank you again for appearing here this
evening. | am sure the public would have gained a lot as to what these Ministries are doing in terms of 1
bilaterato-operation So thank you and good afternoon.

3.15 p.m.:Meetingdjourned.
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Details on Trinidad and Tobagods Bil ater al Rel

Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana have long shared cordial bilateral relations, with diplomatic relatio
dating back to 1963 and formalised on May 26, 1966. In October 2015, there was a mutual agreem
between both countries to reinvigorate the existingeltrark Agreement between the two countries with
a focus of energy relations, agriculture, trade atougison. A corollary of this was the strengthening of
ties through the establishment of diplomatic missions. His Excellency Bishwaishwar Cammig- Ramsarot
Maraj, the then High Commissioner for @eeoperativeRepublic of Guyana to Trinidad and Tobago
presented credentials on October 6, 2016. The High Commission for Guyana to Port of Spain was forme
established a few months later, in February 201i7.diand and Tobagods Hi gh Co

was reestablished approximately two years later, on September 28, 2019.

Citing financial constraints arising from the CO¥®Dpandemic and the concomitant impact on the
national economy, Guyana advisédcitmber 2020 of the closure of its High Commission in Port of Spain.
This decision took effect on 31 December 2020.
is now in the form of a Consulate General, with Ms. Maharine Deborah Yaw séanguaGeneral

(Ag.).

Notwithstanding this change in diplomatic representation, Guyana has been keen to express the importa
accorded to the bilateral relationship with Trinidad and Tobago. Accordingly, the bilateral relationship h
been tending towarfurther and deepeo-operationIn this regard, there has been engagement at varying
levels including governmeotgovernment, businessbusiness and peofitepeople interactions. These
engagements have been in the form of Official Visits, bitagetalgs, technical exchanges, as well as trade

and other special missions, which have been occurring over the last five (5) years with increased freque

MFCA Submission dated March 10, 2023
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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR THE
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GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE CO-
OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA
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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR THE DEEPENING
OF BILATERAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COOPERATIVE
REPUBLIC OF GUYANA

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana (hereinafter

referred to as the “Contracting Parties):

DESIROUS of strengthening the traditional ties of friendship

existing between the two nations;

AWARE of the mutual advantages arising from commercial,
economic, technical and cultural cooperation in the fields of mutual

interest;

DETERMINED to undertake joint actions to promote the

attainment of higher levels in social and economic development.

NOW AGREE as follows:
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ARTICLE I

1. The Contracting Parties hereby undertake to prepare and
implement by mutual agreement, technical, commercial, economic and
cultural cooperation programmes and projects in the promotion of the

present Agreement.

2. Such programmes and projects shall involve in their execution,
the encouragement of closer links between private sector organisations
and entities of the Contracting Parties in the promotion and

improvement of trade and investment between the two countries.

3 Details and procedures of particular cooperation programmes and
projects under this Agreement shall be the subject of specific
agreements between the Contracting Parties or their designated

agencies.

ARTICLE II

For the purpose of this Agreement, the bilateral cooperation

between both countries may include the following features:

(a) Promotion of trade and investment between the two
countries and the encouragement of closer links
between their private sectors, including the

facilitation of joint ventures and other forms of
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cooperation between enterprises;

Joint or coordinated implementation of programmes
of technical cooperation and research in the areas of
agriculture and agro-processing, petroleum
extraction, fisheries and environmental issues of

mutual interest;

Provision and exchange of experts to assist in

operational and advisory services;

Encouragement of sporting and cultural links as well
as exchange programmes aimed at the development

of youth within the two States;

Cooperation in human resource development
particularly through the training of nationals;

Exploration of areas in which joint or coordinated
external representation may be feasible in the

overseas missions of both countries;

Activities designed to further the process of integration in
such fora as CARICOM, the Association of Caribbean
States, ACP/LOME and the Free Trade Area of the

Americas;
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(h)  Any other modality agreed upon by the Contracting
parties.

ARTICLE III

In the implementation of the programmes and projects to be
carried out pursuant to this Agreement, the Contracting Parties may,
provided they deem it convenient, mobilise resources and request
participation, as appropriate, from international and regional financial
institutions and technical cooperation organisations as well as

institutions from third countries.

ARTICLE IV

1. In order to carry out the coordination of actions towards the
implementation of this Agreement and to achieve the best conditions for
the execution thereof, the Contracting Parties shall establish a High
Level Bilateral Commission which shall be comprised of the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs, Finance and Trade of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago and the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, or their alternates and

officials identified by the Ministers.

2. The Chairmanship of the Commission will be the responsibility

of the country hosting the meeting of the Commission.
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3.  The High Level Bilateral Commission will meet annually in
Georgetown and in Port of Spain alternately, at such time as may be
agreed or whenever the Ministers consider it convenient. The Bilateral

Commission shall have the following general responsibilities:

(a) Topromote commercial, economic, technical
and cultural cooperation between the

Contracting Parties;

(b) Toanalyse, evaluate, approve and monitor the
bilateral cooperation activities hereinabove

referred to.

4.  The conclusions of the meeting of the High Level Bilateral
Commission shall be reflected in a Final Act which shall be signed by

the respective Heads of Delegations.

5.  The work of this Commission will be supported by technical
groups which will be referred to as Sub-Committees. These Sub
Committees will establish their own schedules in accordance withe the

mandate of the High Level Bilateral Commission.
ARTICLE V

1.  Each Contracting Party will notify the other in writing through

diplomatic channels when it has completed the formalities required by
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its domestic law for the entry into force of this Agreement. This
Agreement will enter into force on the later of the two dates of receipt

of such notification.

2. This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of ten years.
Thereafter it shall be automatically renewed for successive periods of

five years each unless determined in accordance with this Article.

3.  Either Party may denounce this Agreement at any time. The
denunciation shall take effect six months from the date on which it was

notified in writing through diplomatic channels to the other Contracting

Party.

4.  In the event of termination of this Agreement, the programmes
and projects in progress shall not be affected thereby and shall continue

until completion, unless the Parties otherwise agree.

ARTICLE VI

Any dispute that may arise from the interpretation or application
of this Agreement shall be settled by agreement between the Contracting

Parties.
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; IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly
)f;;:"m thereto by their respective Governments, have signed this

- Agreement.

Done in the city of PORT OF SPAIN on this 19" day of
August of the year 1999 in two originals in the English language, both

é s being equally authentic.

R THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT
THE REPUBLIC OF OF THE COOPERATIVE
INIDAD AND TOBAGO REPUBLIC OF GUYANA
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/GUYANA

FRESH AGRICULTU
AND FOREST PRO
PROTOCO
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‘Trinidad and Tobago/ Guyana Fresh Agricultural Produce and Forest
Products Trade Protocol’
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Terms and

Conditions for Trade in Fresh Agricultural Produce a

Forest Products from Guyana to Trinidad and Tobago (under t
Management of the Ministry of Agriculture, Guyana) hereinaft
referred to as the ‘Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana Agricultural Produc
and Forest Products Trade Protocol’

The terms and

conditions set out below will relate enly to commercial shipments and ar¢

not meant to accommodate individual travellers.

Individual travellers will be subject to normal quarantine regulations at ports of entry.

All produce must be grown in Guyana. Farmers must be registered and certified as growing
commodities for export to Trinidad and Tobago and they must keep records of all crop
production related activities.

A. Approved Pack houses and Registered Farmers

Where required, fresh agricultural produce shall be taken only from farms
within pest free areas. A Pest Free Area being defined as an area within all of
the country or part of the country, or all parts of several countries as
identified by competent authorities in which a specific pest does not occur.
A pest free area may be surrounded by or adjacent to an area in which a
specific pest is known to occur but is subject to control measures.

Produce must be prepared and packed at approved pack houses. All
produce must be taken directly to the pack house where the post harvest
treatments and pre-clearance inspections will be done.

Guyana authorities shall recruit adequately trained Field Officers to assist in
preparation of farms for certification and for farm and pack house
monitoring.

Appropriate staff of the Plant Health Services Division, of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Guyana will certify farms and pack houses subsequent to the
initial certification done by the Plant Health Inspectors of Trinidad and
Tobago. Certified farms which actively supply exporters shall be subject to
visits by field officers at least once each month.

Plant Protection Officers will be trained to ensure the proper execution of
the Terms and Conditions outlined in the Trinidad and Tobago/Guyana
Agricultural produce and Forest Products Trade Protocol. This training will
be coordinated by Guyana Marketing Corporation with technical assistance
provided by Ministry of Agriculture, Guyapa
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B Produce Quality and Post Harvest Treatments

Guyana authorities must appreciate the need for exporting quality produce and
maintaining its presence and market share in Trinidad and Tobago.

Minimum quality standards are defined as follows:
The produce shall be:

Clean (free from soil, foreign material and foul odours).

Free of injury (absence of harvest wounds, bruises or punctures)

Firm {neither soft nor having soft spots)

Free from disease (no sign of fungal/bacteria growth or the development of dry
or soft spots)

Free from pests (no signs of live or dead insects or other arthropods at any stage
of development in or on the produce or package)

Produce quality will be maintained through the following:

Field Officers shall monitor on an ongoing basis the quality of produce to ensure
adherence to minimum quality standards

The National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation
(NAMDEVCO) officials through market surveys shall monitor produce quality in
the Trinidad and Tobago market. Shortcomings will be reported promptly to the
Guyana authorities who shall address them in a timely and appropriate manner
Training will be provided to farmers, exporters, and pack house operators on
Quality Assurance, Good Agricultural Management Practices and Export
Marketing. This training shall be coordinated by Guyana Marketing Corporation.

The produce shall be subject to any post harvest treatments as may be deemed
necessary

Produce must be allowed to dry before packing

Packaging

= Where cartons are used, the Guyana Marketing Corporation must ensure
that they are new, sturdy and free of contamination and where otherwise an
agreed procedure shall be followed for use of alternative packaging

= Where bags or sacks are employed, the fabric will be of crocus, jute or
synthetic net, new and free of contamination and where otherwise, an
agreed procedure shall be followed for use of alternative packaging

= Cartons must retain the conventional size: no telescoping of the cartons will
be permitted

= The contents of the carton should not exceed 40 Ibs (18.2kg)

= The weight of produce packed in sacks or bags should not exceed 50 lbs
(22.7 kg). Where the weight of the produce is in excess, the packaging must
be clearly labelled and identified as exceeding the standard weight

= There must be no mixing of different produce within the package

* The name and address of consignee, consignee number, exporter name, pack
house number, name of produce, farmer number, country of origin and
weight of package should all be legibly recorded on the label of each package

]
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E.

Storage of Produce within the Pack house

Produce which has already been cleaned and packaged must be stored
separately from unprepared produce

Field personnel shall not be allowed to handle treated produce

The packages should not be placed directly on the floor of the pack house
but stored on pallets or be similarly elevated

Inspection and Certification of Produce

Staff of the Plant Health Services of Guyana shall be responsible for the
inspection of all produce for export to Trinidad and Tobago

After the produce has been inspected and approved for export, the Guyana
Plant Health Services officials will issue the Phytosanitary Certificate in
accordance with the import permit requirements

In the event that a notifiable pest/disease is discerned, such produce will not
be certified as fit for export

Sanitising procedures will be monitored to ensure compliance with
recommended measures by Plant Quarantine Services of Trinidad and
Tobago

Guyana Marketing Corporation Officials reserve the right to visit pack
houses and examine packing operations

Exporter's Responsibilities

Exporters shall not prepare produce for export until a valid import permit is
presented

The exporter or Pack house manager must keep records of all produce taken
from certified farms

The exporter of forest products and the Guyana Forestry Commission must
keep records of all exports of forest products and their associated
treatments

These records must be accessible to the Guyana Marketing Corporation and
Plant Quarantine Officials of both countries

Exporters shall be responsible for the security of their produce after it has
been inspected and approved for export to Trinidad and Tobago

Any produce that arrives in Trinidad and Tobago not accompanied by
relevant documentation from Plant Health Officials of Guyana shall be
confiscated and destroyed, or returned to Guyana at the expense of the
exporter/importer
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G. Importers in Trinidad and Tobago

= All importers of fresh agricultural produce and forest products from Guyana
must acquire an import permit from the Plant Quarantine Services of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources of Trinidad and Tobago.

o Importers of fresh agricultural produce will only be allowed to
import produce from certified farms in Guyana through
approved pack houses. Importers of forest products will only be
allowed to import products from exporters registered with the
Guyana Forestry Commission.

H. Inspection in Trinidad and Tobago

= All produce will be subject to a thorough inspection at the point of entry
into Trinidad and Tobago.

Any breaches of the protocol will result in either:

a) confiscation and destruction of consignment or

b) return of consignment to Guyana at the expense of the
exporter/importer.

* No liability shall be attached to any officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land
and Marine Resources of Trinidad and Tobago.

Lis Visit by Trinidad and Tobago Officials

= Trinidad and Tobago’s Plant Health Officials reserve the right to make one
(1) scheduled visit per year to ensure the terms and conditions of the trade
protocol are maintained.

* The duration of each official visit will be limited to a maximum of four (4)
persons for a maximum period of five (5) days

= The cost of return ticket(s), hotel accommodation, meals and ground
transportation will be borne by the Government of Guyana. All other costs
will be borne by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago

=  Where there is need for additional visits the cost shall be borne by the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago

J. Pesticide Management
= Farmers shall be required to maintain records of all pesticides applied on
each crop. These records will include: trade names, active ingredients,
percentage active ingredient, application rates, date(s) of application and
pre-harvest intervals for pesticides used in growing these crops.

*  These records shall be made available to the Plant Health Officials of
Trinidad and Tobago on request.
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K. Breaches by Importer

= Any importer who after being warned in writing of any breach of this protocol
and continues the breach shall be denied import permits to facilitate the trade.

* [mport permits shall be issued only when importers indicate willingness to,
and can demonstrate compliance with the terms and conditions of this
protocol.

L. Breaches by Farmers, Exporters and or Packing houses

= Any farmer, exporter or packing house operator who after being warned
in writing of any breach of this protocol and continues the breach shall
be decertified until the breach(es) has/have been corrected.

.............................. Z/Q“ Date.....7 //?

Ministry 'of Agriculture, Land and
Mpgnagepurecss Iﬂmﬁeklnd Tobago.

........ Date.. J"\l 4 or] ............

"nnl " 20¢8 L«\I’Y

Ministry of Agriculture

6
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

AND

THE COOPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA

CONCERNING COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF
FOOD SECURITY

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
AND
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CONCERNING COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF FOOD SECURITY

The Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the MOU) is made the 5. . day of
S‘\W ..... 2013 between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (hereinafter “Trinidad and
Tobago™) and the Cooperative Republic of Guyana (hereinafter “Guyana”), jointly referred 1o

hereinafter as “the Parties™:

CONSIDERING that the attainment of food security and the reduction of the food import bill are a key

priority of the Parties:

RECOGNISING that the global food insecurity is a source of concern worldwide because of rising
food prices: food price volatility: declining food production levels due to climate change: elevated
demand resulting from economic and population growth: pressure on food supplies from the increased

use of biofuels: poor harvests: natural disasters: export controls and restrictions: and other such factors:

MINDFUL that the scarcity of arable land. access to land available for agriculture and farming. and the
costs associated with food production activities impact upon food prices. the alleviation of poverty and

hunger and improved human security and wellbeing. especially within the CARICOM region:
AFFIRMING that food security is essential to human security and socio-economic stability:

RECALLING the offer of the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to CARICOM

Member States to provide access to land for the pursuit of agricultural production:

ACKNOWLEDGING the offer by the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to make available land for the purposes of food
production and agro-processing. in line with Trinidad and Tobago's National Food Production Action

Plan 2012-2015:

WISHING to strengthen the ongoing efforts of the Parties to collaborate. encourage and facilitate

improved food security:

DESIROUS of cooperating in planning. developing and implementing programmes and projects aimed
at the mutual achievement of increasing food production in a sustainable manner. improving current

levels of food security and reducing the food import bill:

A
Have reached the following Understanding: /"@]}‘/
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