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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

1.1 At its 16th meeting held on Wednesday, 10 March 2023, the Committee resolved 

to conduct an Inquiry into the operations of the Environmental Management 

Authority (with a specific focus on noise pollution)  and agreed that the following 

three (3) objectives would guide the inquiry:  

i. To examine the performance and impact of the strategies of the EMA as 

it pertains to noise pollution management in Trinidad and Tobago ; 

 

ii.  To determine the challenges which inhibit the application of policies 

and guidelines regarding noise pollution management in Trinidad and 

Tobago; 

 

iii.  To determine whether the legislation adequately empowers the EMA to 

effectively execute its mandate concerning  noise pollution management 

in Trinidad and Tobago.  

 
1.2. To this end, the Committee identified relevant stakeholders it wished to engage 

to acquire a holistic perspective on the issues under consideration. Further to this, 

on April 05, 2023, and May 03, 2023, the Committee convened public hearings 

with the primary sta keholders involved , including:  

i. Ministry of Planning and Development;   

ii.  Environmenta l Management Authority;  

iii.  Trinidad and Tobago Police Service; 

iv.  Port of Spain City Corporation ; 

v. San Fernando City Corporation; 

vi.  Arima Borough Corporation ; 

vii.  Chaguanas Borough Corporation; 

viii.  Trinidad and Tobago Promoters Association ; 

ix. Trinidad and Tobago Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ; 
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examine the feasibility of expanding the Environmental Police Unit to 

adequately address noise-related incidents and  

xv. In addition to the previous recommendation, sufficient allocations should be 

made to procure more sound meters to enhance the overall surveillance 

capacity of the TTPS and EPU officers.     

INTRODUCTION  

Background  

2.1. The Environmental Management Authority (EMA) was established in 1995 under 

the Environmental Management Act, Chap. 35:05, and is mandated to, among 

other things, coordinate, facilitate and oversee the execution of the national 

environmental strategy and programmes, to promote public awareness of 

environmental concerns and to establish an effective regulatory regime that will 

protect, enhance and conserve the environment.  The primary  function s of the 

EMA  include : 

�x Promoting a better understanding and appreciation of the environment;  

�x Encouraging the integration of environmental concerns into private and 

public decision -making;  

�x Coordinating efforts among the various institutions with responsibili ty for 

the environment to establish an integrated environmental management 

system designed to protect, enhance and conserve the environment; 

�x Developing and implementing laws, policies and programmes to promote 

sustainable development, achieve economic growth and meet international 

obligations; and 

�x Enhancing the legal, regulatory and institutional framework for 

environmental management.  

 

 







12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

17 
 

pieces of legislation including the Summary Offences Act and the Motor Vehicles 

& Road Traffic Regulations to address the situation immediately .4 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
4 https://www.ema.co.tt/our -environmen t/noise/   
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Summary of Evidence Together with Findings and 

Recommendations  
Objective 1: To examine the performance and impact of the strategies of 
the EMA as it pertains to noise pollution management in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
 

The Noise Unit  

3.1.1. The Noise Unit was established in 2014 under the Technical Services Department 

and consists of four (4) employees: 

�x two (2) Environmental Programme Assistants (EPA) ; 

�x one (1) Technical Officer I; and  

�x one (1) Technical Officer II.  

 

3.1.2. The Technical Officer I and the EPAs report to the Technical Officer II while the 

Technical Officer II reports to the Assistant Manager of Technical Services 

responsible for Air and Noise.  

 

The Functions of the Noise Unit  

3.1.3. The Noise Unit is responsible for processing Noise Variation applicatio ns as 

required under the Noise Pollution Control Rules  (NPCR).  The Unit also conducts 

research to support the implementation of legislation, develops guidance 

documents, makes recommendations for the amendment of legislation, and 

implements projects to help the EMA with its strategic objectives related  to Noise 

management. 

 

3.1.4. Additionally, t he Unit provides technical support to other EMA units as required 

such as: 



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

21 
 

a. reviewing noise -related matters for Certificate of Environmental Clearance 

(CEC) applications, Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) and noise 

monitoring plans and reports;  

b. maintaining  noise meters; 

c. assisting in legal matters involving the application of the NPCR; and  

d. providing support in conducting public education and corporate relations 

matters. 

 

Noise Variations  

Defining Significant Sources of Noise Pollution  

3.1.5. Any exceedance of the prescribed standards of the Noise Pollution Control Rules 

2001 (as amended), which is not permitted by a Noise Variation, is considered a 

significant source of noise pollution.  

 

Procuring Noise Variations  

3.1.6. Persons wishing to utilise facilities such as parks, squares, promenades and 

playgrounds for functions that may exceed the standards set by the NPCR must 

apply for a Noise Variation Permit from the EMA.  The EMA has published an 

instructional guide for the application of a noise variation permit 6.  

 

 

  

                                                 
6 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zdHpD_CzyXA05AwhCaY4GWUOOL47tWcR/view  
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3.1.16. While some of these were privately held, given the nature of t he information and 

the relevant authorities, most of the initiatives target the wider public.  
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 the Committee believes that the EMA must re-evaluate its stakeholder engagement 

strategy to ensure that the Authority captures a comprehensive perspective on 

stakeholder views and evaluates the efficacy of stakeholder proposals. 

iii.  Public health care facilities recorded a negligible number of cases of physical injury 

due to excessive noise. However, major stakeholders, such as the Environmental 

Management Authority , have highlighted noise pollution's mental and 

psychological effects. 

iv.  Although stakeholders presented the Committee with  evidence of modern 

international practices such as designated entertainment zones, the extent to 

which these ideas and concepts are implementable in this country requires further 

assessment. 

v. While reports of noise disturbances may be considered a low priority within the 

overall spectrum of criminal activities , the Committee acknowledges that these 

incidents can potentially  escalate into severe interpersonal conflict. 

 

Recommendations  
Based on the evidence received and further to the preceding findings, the Committee 

respectfully recommends as follows: 

i. That the  EMA conduct more consultations with the ge neral public to boost 

education and public awareness  on the effects of noise and the avenues 

available to them  to repor t potential breaches; 

ii.  The EMA examine the feasibility of creating provisions  specific to the Carnival 

season. This recommendation can be pursued based on consultat ions with 

Carnival stakeholders;  

iii.  Furthermore, the EMA  should review  the Code of Practice for the 

Entertainment Industry in consultation with the Entertainment Industry  and  

Creative Arts  sector to achieve greater compliance and overall buy -in;  
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representation meeting. If the matter is resolved amicably, a Consent Agreement 

between the EMA and the offender can be entered into to ensure that the breach 

does not reoccur.  

 

3.3.6. The Municipal Police has attempted to create and utilise a database that captures 

details about repeat offenders. This information proves useful when these 

persons reapply for noise variations to host events. A report is generated 

regarding breaches by repeat offenders, whereby they are flagged based on past 

non-compliance. The concerns of residents and other stakeholders are taken into 

consideration when these offenders are flagged. 

 

Firework  Legislation  

3.3.7. According to stakeholders,  there is little to no law enforcement regarding using 

traditional fireworks in residential areas.  

 

3.3.8. The Trinidad and Tobago Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(TTSPCA) proposes banning traditional fireworks and introducing  silent 

fireworks for national events such as Independence Day celebrations. 

 

3.3.9. The TTSPCA has received one hundred and ninety -eight (198) complaints 

regarding fireworks from October 2016 to January 2017, with approximately 

thirty -six (36) lost animal reports being made. 

 

3.3.10. The TTSPCA noted a 95 percent increase in people requesting sedatives for 

animals and an 80 percent increase in calls about lost animals, particularly during 

the Divali to Christmas period.  
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Management Authority of Trinidad and Tobago v Wild Goose Limited, should 

be duly considered in the preparation of said legislative adjustments ; 

iv.  Given that the TTPS is responsible fo r enforcing the existing suite of 

legislation regarding noise and nuisance management, the EMA should 

examine the feasibility of expanding the Environmental Police Unit to 

adequately address noise-related incidents  and 

v. In addition to the previous recommendation, sufficient allocations should 

be made to procure more sound meters to enhance the overall surveillance 

capacity of the TTPS and EPU officers . 
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The Committee respectfully submits the preceding for the consideration of the 

Parliament. 

 

 

Ms. Sunity Maharaj  

Chairman 

 

 

Mr. Esmond Forde, MP    Mrs. Ayanna Webster-Roy, MP  

Vice-Chairman     Member  

 

 

 

 

Mr. Laurence Hislop    Ms. Khadijah Ameen   

Member        Member    

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Renuka Sagramsingh-Sooklal  Mrs. Jayanti Lutchmedial -Ramdial 

Member        Member 

 

 

January 07, 2024 

 

 

 



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

53 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDICES 
 

 

 

 

 

  



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

54 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix I  
List of Officials  

 

  



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

55 
 

 

Joint Select Committee on Local Authorities, Service Commissions and 
Statutory Authorities (including the THA)  

 

 

Officials Attendance Sheet 
 
 

Wednesday April 5 th, 2023 
 

17th Meeting at 10:15 a.m. (in public)   

 
 

 

Officials - Environmental Management Authority (EMA)   
 

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

1. Hayden Romano Managing Director 

2. Wayne Rajkumar Manager, Technical Services 

3. Jenell Partap Manager, Legal Services 

4. Jiselle Joseph  Assistant Manager, Technical Services 

5. Maurice Wishart Legal Officer III ( Noise Portfolio) 
 

 

Officials �± Ministry of Planning and Development  
 

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

6. Marie Hinds Permanent Secretary (Ag.) 

7. David Persaud Environmental Manager, EPPD 

8. Candice Ramsaran Director (Ag.), TCPD 

 
 

        Officials �±Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 
 

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

9. Mr. Collis Hazel  Assistant Commissioner North West  

10. Mrs. Sharon Cooper Assistant Commissioner- Administration 

   11. Mr. Terrence Dick Inspector 

 
 



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

56 
 

Joint Select Committee on Local Authorities, Service Commissions and 
Statutory Authorities (including the THA)  

 

 

Officials Attendance Sheet 
 
 

18th Meeting 
Wednesday May 3rd, 2023 at 10:15 a.m. (in public)   

 
 

 
Port of Spain City Corporation  

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

1. Mitra Sooklal Public Health Inspector IV 

   2. Glen Charles Superintendent of Police 

 
San Fernando City Corporation  

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

3. Junia Regrello Mayor/ Alderman 

4. Mrs. Kathy- Ann Mills- Mark Chief Executive Officer 

 
Arima Borough Corporation  

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

5. Mrs. Cheryl Sirju- Chong Chief Executive Officer 

6. Dhanash Sagam Public Health Insp. 1 

   7. Ramanan Beharry Ag. Asst. Supt 

 
                                                 Chaguanas Borough Corporation  

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

8. Ms. Dianne Lakhan Chief Executive Officer 

9. Balliram Lalla Asst. Supt. of Police 

   10. Nesha Serrette Public Health Officer 



12th Report on an Inquiry into the Operations of the Environmental Management 
Authority (w ith a Specific Focus on Noise Pollution)  

 

57 
 

Trinidad and Tobago Promoters Association  
 

NO.  NAMES  POSITION  

11. Mr. Jerome Precilla President 

  12. Mr. Colin Miles Secretary 

 
               Trinidad and Tobago Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals  
 

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

13. Ms. Sara Maynard  Operations Manager 

 
        Zoological Society of Trinidad and Tobago  

 
NO. NAMES  POSITION 

14. Mr. Narine Lutchmedial President 

15. Mr. Nirmal Biptah Curator Manager, Emperor Valley Zoo 

   16. Mrs. Kerry-Ann Harrison 
2nd Vice President, Zoological Society of 

Trinidad and Tobago, Attorney at 
Law 

 
                                                    Citizens against Noise Pollution  

NO. NAMES  POSITION 

17. Mr. Joey Maharaj President 

18. Lindy Ann Bachoo Public Relation Officer 

   19. Tamara Chatar Public Relation Officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix II : 
Minutes  

 

  





 

60 



 

61 



 

62 



 

63 



 

64 



 

65 

 





 

67 



 

68 



 

69 



 

70 



 

71 



 

72 



 

73 



 

74 

 

  



 

75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix III  
Verbatim Notes 

  



 

76 

Appendix III A - Verbatim Notes - Seventeenth Meeting



 

77 



 

78 



 

79 




































































































































































































































































